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Greetings and welcome to Missouri 
weather. Just when it was looking like 

mild weather would hold on for longer than 
normal... the good ole Missouri heat and 
humidity is making a resurgence and acts 
like we may have finally made it to summer-
like weather. 

I will take this opportunity to touch on 
summer safety, not just related to the fire 
service duties we all share, but for all activ-
ities, stay hydrated! I don’t know of  many 
“experts” who have gone on record advising 
us not to keep hydrated with the correct 
types of  liquids as a method of  combating 
the effects of  working or even playing in the 
heat. Make sure you dress appropriately for 
the activity you will be involved in and if  
you are in full PPE it is paramount that you 
take regular breaks and allow your body an 
opportunity to cool. Working in extreme 
temperatures can often amplify other 
existing health conditions so make sure you 
are keeping an eye on your overall health 
and be careful.

The Washington Volunteer Fire Company 
served as host to our Convention and 
Annual Meeting this past May and did 
a fantastic job. I cannot thank everyone 
involved in the planning and execution of  
such a smooth event enough for a job well 
done. Some old traditions returned this year 
and served as a reminder of  the rich history 
this area of  the state has with hosting FFAM 
events. If  you didn’t have the opportunity 
to attend, watch for upcoming announce-
ments for next year’s event and join us as we 
continue shaping the future of  the Missouri 
fire service.

Also in May, the annual Memorial Services 
were held in Kingdom City to honor those 
members of  the Missouri fire service that 
are no longer with us. This solemn, but 
supportive ceremony was well attended 
and we were fortunate to have outstanding 
weather for the activities Saturday night 
and Sunday morning. The foundation 
members once again did an excellent job of  
planning and presenting the ceremony and 
provided guidance and assistance to those in 

attendance. This group works tirelessly all 
year to make sure all are recognized. Thank 
you foundation members for all you do.

As you are likely aware with the onset of  the 
heat and humidity the Missouri State Fair 
must be just around the corner. Hopefully, 
you got your application to serve with 
the Missouri State Fair Fire Department 
submitted on time and you will be able to 
provide service to the visitors of  the fair this 
year. This unique department, which forms 
for only eleven days each year, provides vital 
fire and medical services and has kindled 
many long-term friendships, and provides 
an opportunity for those working to receive 
additional training. For those members 
serving this is an excellent opportunity for 
you to showcase your skills gained at your 
home agency and allows visitors to the 
fair to witness the outstanding abilities of  
the Missouri fire service. If  you have the 
opportunity to be in Sedalia during the fair 
make sure you stop by the fire station and 
visit with the hard-working men and women 
voluntarily serving.

In almost every publication relating to the 
fire service, you will likely find an article 
detailing how volunteer departments are 
suffering personnel shortages, but most 
recently it appears full-time paid agencies 
are starting to feel the pinch of  fewer 
applicants. We can all take an active role in 
trying to reverse this trend even when we 
realize our members and potential members 
have busy lives. In many ways, the amount 
of  “busy” has not changed over the years 

dramatically, but how we each apply our 
time appears to be where things have shifted. 
If  we keep in mind that commitments like 
family, outside employment, farming, vaca-
tions, and a million other things are tugging 
at our time wallet and work to make the 
fire service as attractive as we possibly can, 
free of  petty issues, negative environments, 
cliques, and other similar items, I think we 
can recruit more new members and retain 
many of  those we have. We all need to do 
our part to get this right as our communities 
are depending on us.

In closing, I encourage each of  your 
agencies to remain or become as visible in 
your community as you can. Taking part or 
“appearing” at the many community events 
during the summer especially is a great 
way to garner community support. During 
these warm months, those attending events 
are more likely to be willing to engage and 
interact with you so seize these moments 
to promote your agency, your services, and 
your community. When you are at an event, 
don’t stand back and hope people will stop 
by your area, step off the path and engage 
those in attendance. Once you get a “crowd” 
hanging out around you others will come 
even if  they don’t know why. It just seems 
most folks are drawn to a gathering of  other 
people just out of  curiosity, so reach out 
and create your own crowd. If  any of  the 
Board of  Directors or I can be of  service 
please make contact as we are here to serve 
the FFAM members and in turn serve our 
communities and the Missouri Fire Service. 
Be Safe!

President’s Remarks

Larry Jennings

Welcome to Summer
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Wow, what a change in the weather 
over a couple of  weeks. With the 

dry conditions, the chance of  grass and 
brush fires increase. The environment of  
those emergencies increases with many of  
our constituents celebrating Independence 
Day on July 4th by shooting fireworks. 
Unfortunately, we lost four lives due to 
fireworks last week. We at the fire marshal’s 
office have regulator oversite on firework 
stands, manufacturers, jobbers, and distrib-
utors. During the fireworks season, our fire 
inspectors and fire investigators are busy out 
inspecting fireworks stands across our state. 
Each fireworks stand has a set of  safety rules 
they should be enforcing and a Division 
of  Fire Safety operation permit should be 
displayed. We encourage you to reach out to 
us at 573-522-1624 if  you feel something is 
not right in your area with a fireworks stand. 
Each year we find fireworks stands operating 
illegally across our state. 

We at the division wish each of  you a 
“Happy Fourth of  July.” I appreciate 
my freedom and the liberty I have as an 
American. I am forever grateful for the men 
and women who sacrificed for me to enjoy 
that right, “God Bless America.” 

Exciting news, Missouri Fire Fighters’ 
Critical Illness Pool has opened its doors 
for business. I’m pleased to hear over 1,000 
firefighters have joined the pool. The 
Critical Illness Pool allows your department 
an opportunity to purchase cancer coverage 
at a minimum cost. I encourage you to log 
onto mffcip.org and familiarize yourself  

Fire Marshal’s Update

Tim Bean

Greetings from the 13th Floor

about the pool and the benefits it offers if  
you get diagnosed with cancer. For assistance 
email: mffcip@mcgriff.com, or phone: Joe 
DePaepe at 503-943-6628. 

Here are some alarming statistics provided 
by DetecTogether. As a firefighter, you 
have a 14% greater risk of  dying from 
cancer than a civilian. On the job, you may 
inhale, ingest, and absorb carcinogens from 
smoke, soot, and fumes. Firefighters have 
an elevated risk for many cancers, including 
breast 45%, colon 21%, esophagus 62%, 
kidney 27%, melanoma 21%, mesothelioma 
60%, prostate 15%, testes 34%. Firefighters 
are more likely to get certain cancers, like 
prostate, before age 50. The breast cancer 
rate applies to women. I would strongly 
encourage you to take time and begin 
educating yourself  on this critical topic. I 
have found this website detectogether.org 

to be a good resource. The Three Steps to 
Detect is a solid example you can integrate 
into your life for the early detection of  
cancer. Please take time and invest in your 
health and future. 

In closing, I appreciate everything you do 
across our state. Serving and protecting 
life and property, being the best boots on 
the ground, and leaving things better than 
you found them. If  there is anything I or 
our division can help you with please call 
573-751-1742 or email me at tim.bean@dfs.
dps.mo.gov. May God continue to bless you.

H E L P I N G  F I R E F I G H T E R S  B E AT  C A N C E R

Cancer is the leading 
cause of death in the 
fire service 

Frank Leeb
FDNY Deputy Assistant Chief 

 Chief of the Fire Academy 

“The DetecTogether online 
training is one of the best and 
most in-depth learning on  
cancer available.”

The program includes 3 Steps Detect, a FREE 25-minute course, that teaches 
first responders how to detect cancer early when it is most treatable. 

Developed with the help of our Fire Service Advisory Board, whose expertise 
and experience span research, firefighting, and cancer fighting, this on-
demand program can be accessed on computers and mobile devices from 
anywhere. 

Occupational cancer is a 
critical issue facing the nation’s 
firefighters. Members of the fire 
service have a 9% higher risk  
of developing cancer and a  
14% greater risk of dying from  
cancer than the general public.

Response Time 
Matters

Prevention methods improve 
your chances of staying healthy.  
Early detection improves 
your chances of survival. 
DetecTogether teaches you 
HOW to seize the power of  
early detection.

Need an admin dashboard? 
EMAL: ffadmin@detectogether.org
General inquiries? 
EMAIL: ffonline@detectogether.org

3 Steps Detect Online Learning 
firefighter.detectogether.org
Additional firefighter resources 
bit.detectogether.org/fire-resources

Also includes 10 short courses  
with titles like:

• Questions to ask your doctor
• Identifying and tracking symptoms
• Why are some people at greater risk
• How to do self-exams
• Prevention, early detection, and screening

3 Steps Detect Online  
Learning is FREE, EASY,  
and LIFESAVING. 
Get started TODAY!

detectogether.org

H E L P I N G  F I R E F I G H T E R S  B E AT  C A N C E R

Cancer is the #1 cause of death in  
the fire service, but did you know that 

Early Detection  
can improve your chances of survival?
Learn HOW to seize the power of  
early detection with 3 Steps Detect  
Online Learning for Firefighters.

Get started TODAY!
VISIT FIREFIGHTER.DETECTOGETHER.ORG or SCAN

It’s Free, Easy, and 
Lifesaving!

Questions? Email: ffonline@detectogether.org
Learn more at detectogether.org 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING MINUTES
FFAM Convention Meetings • Washington, Missouri • Secretary/Treasurer Jaime Miller Draft • Approval at Next Convention

OPENING SESSION

President Larry Jennings opened the 66th 
Annual FFAM Convention by ringing the 

bell on Friday, May 6, 2022, at the Knights 
of  Columbus in Washington, Missouri.
 
The Honor Guard posted the colors.
 
President Jennings led the Pledge of  Allegiance.
 
Convention Chairman Matt Frankenberg 
welcomed attendees to the convention.
 
Past President Ken Hoover presented 
the Nominating Committee slate for the 
2022 FFAM officer and director elections. 
Positions for election are District 2 Director, 
District 6 Director, District 8 Director, 
District 12 Director, and the unexpired term 
of  the 1st Vice-President.
 
The following individuals are seeking 
election for those respective positions: Greg 
Wright, District 2; Gary Berendzen, District 
6; Robert Francis, District 12. There are no 
nominations for District 8. Rob Erdel and 
Charlie Peel, 1st Vice-Present. 
 
Guest Speaker Rogers Fire Department 
Chief  Tom Jenkins gave a welcoming 
address to the attendees.
 
Matt Frankenberg made final 
announcements. 
 
President Jennings closed the opening 
session at 6:45 p.m.

AWARDS BANQUET

Convention Chairman Matt Frankenberg 
welcomed everyone to the awards 

banquet on May 7, 2022, at the Knights of  
Columbus in Washington, Missouri.

Reverend Fr. Michael Boehm, Chaplain, 
Washington Volunteer Fire Company, gave 
the invocation followed by the meal.
 
Keynote speaker Florissant Valley Fire 
Protection District Chief  Jason Hoevelmann 
presented a program.
 
Convention Chairman Matt Frankenberg 
presented the parade awards.
 

Contest Committee Chair Gary Berendzen 
announced the 2022 convention contest 
winners. 
 
FIREFIGHTER DIVISION CHALLENGE

 2 PERSON HOSE COUPLING
1st Washington; 2nd Little Dixie #1; 3rd 
Little Dixie #2.

 REPLACE A SECTION OF HOSE
1st Southern Stone #1; 2nd Little Dixie #1; 
3rd Washington.

 EXTENDING A LINE
1st Little Dixie #2; 2nd Washington; 3rd 
Southern Stone #1.

 WATER BARREL FIGHT
1st Little Dixie #2; 2nd Little Dixie #1; 3rd 
Southern Stone #2.

 BUCKET BRIGADE
1st Little Dixie #2; 2nd Little Dixie #1; 3rd 
Southern Stone #1. 

 OVERALL
Little Dixie #2.
 
Visiting firefighters from Germany also 
participated in the firefighter challenge 
competing against each other and other 
departments.
 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
Scholarship Committee members Terry 
Plumb and Ed Daugherty presented the 
2022 scholarship recipients. 

 HIGH SCHOOL
Makayla Bohart, Southern Holt FPD; 
Kaylin Cotton, Southern Holt FPD; Shelby 
Kennemore, Little Dixie FPD; Cecilia 
Thomas, Cole Camp Rural FPD. 

 CONTINUING EDUCATION
Lucas Pilgrim, Fort Osage FPD.

FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE 
Fire Prevention Committee Chair Andrew 
Caldwell announced the 2022 poster contest 
award winners. 

 SPECIAL NEEDS DIVISION
1st Place, Skyler Blankenship, Little Dixie 
FPD. 2nd Place, Evie Sexton, Little Dixie 
FPD.

 1ST AND 2ND GRADE DIVISION
1st Place, Molly Riegel, Union FPD. 2nd 
Place, Hannah Shiflett, Galt Rural FD. 3rd 
Place, Ellenie Jasper, Washington FD

 3RD AND 4TH GRADE DIVISION
1st Place, Zachary Artinger, Washington FD. 
2nd Place, Michael Rada, Washington FD. 
3rd Place, Marissa Gildehaus, Union FPD

 5TH AND 6TH GRADE DIVISION
1st Place, Katie Warmbrodt, New Haven 
Berger FPD. 2nd Place, Lydia Richardson, 
Washington FD. 3rd Place, Braelyn 
Frankenberg, Washington FD.

AWARD COMMITTEE 
Award Committee members Joe Vaughn 
and Charlie Peel presented several awards as 
follows:

 LIFE SAVING AWARD
Joe Auffert, Chris Wilbanks, Tim Dailey, 
Wesley Hendricks, Christel Cantrell, Joey 
Smith, Howell County Rural FD #1.
 
 LIFE SAVING AWARD 
Joe Auffert, Chris Wilbanks, Tim Dailey, 
Christel Cantrell, Terry King, Howell 
County Rural FD #1.
 
 MERITORIOUS AWARD
Joe Auffert, Chris Wilbanks, Tim Dailey, 
Christel Cantrell, Daniel Dennis, Joey 
Smith, Howell County Rural FD #1.
 
 AWARD FOR VALOR
Todd Deornellis, Little Dixie FPD.
 
 FIRE FIGHTER OF THE YEAR
Roger Cope, Martinsburg Area FPD.

 PHIL SAYER LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD
Retired Chief  Steve Paulsell, Boone County 
FPD.

Matt Frankenberg gave closing remarks. The 
banquet was followed by the dance.
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
 

President Jennings called the meeting 
of  the Board of  Directors of  the Fire 

Fighters Association of  Missouri to order 
at 9:00 a.m., Sunday, May 8, 2022, at the 
Knights of  Columbus in Washington, MO.
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ROLL CALL OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS

OFFICERS
President Larry Jennings, Johnson County 
FPD; First Vice President Rob Erdel, Little 
Dixie FPD; Second Vice President Grant 
Oetting, Higginsville FPD; Secretary-
Treasurer Jaime Miller, Johnson County 
FPD #2; Sergeant-at-Arms Rex Reynolds, 
Southern FPD of  Holt County.

DIRECTORS
District 1, Terry Wynne, Galt FPD; District 
2, Greg Wright, Shelbina FD; District 3, 
Larry Jones, Madison West Monroe FPD; 
District 4, Joe Vaughn, Pleasant Hill FPD; 
District 5, Terry Plumb, Southern Stone 
FPD; District 6, Gary Berendzen, Cole 
County FPD; District 7, RB Brown, Union 
FPD; District 9, Kurt Wilbanks, West Plains 
FD; District 10, Greg Brown, Eureka FPD; 
District 11, Billy Smith, North Central 
Carroll Co FPD; District 14, Rick Dozier, 
Southern FPD of  Holt County.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
District 1, Janet Cain, Shoal Creek FPD; 
District 3, Josh Loyd, Martinsburg Area 
FPD; District 3, Charlie Peel, Southeastern 
Randolph FPD; District 4, Jonathan Evans, 
Lincoln FD; District 5, Shelby Honea, 
Southern Stone FPD; District 7, Andrew 
Caldwell, Boles FPD; District 10, Harriett 
Vaucher, Eureka FPD; District 14, Glen 
Dittmar, Dearborn Area FPD. District 14, 
Emily Sweet, Gower FPD.

OTHERS
Past President Ken Hoover, Little Dixie 
FPD.
 
GUESTS
Tim Bean, Missouri Division of  Fire 
Safety; Gail Hagans, University of  Missouri 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute; Keith 
Smith, Warrenton FPD; Brian Zinanni, 
Missouri Fire Service Funeral Assistance 
Team; Donald Wilmeshor, Union FPD, 
Brian Smiley, Galt FPD; Lachrissa Smith, 
Tim Rosenburg, North Central Carroll 
Co FPD; Roger Meyers, Kylie Frerking, 
Concordia FD; Don Hahne, Matt 
Frankenberg, Mike Holtmmeier, Don 
Peters, Jim Frankenberg, Mark Skornia, 
Tim Frankenberg, Washington Vol FD; Rob 

Schrage, Jefferson R7 FPD; Richard Voss, 
Beauford Leslie FPD; Jim Casey, Sidney 
Casey, Boles FPD; Alan Altis, Patriot Public 
Safety; David Miller, Johnson County FPD2, 
Kegan Wilson, Johnson County FPD; Ed 
Daugherty, Chillicothe FD; Ronnie Fields, 
Paris Rural FP; Kyler Oliver, Sky Oliver, 
Rosendale FD. 
 
AGENDA
President Jennings asked for additions to the 
agenda. Gary Berendzen moved to accept 
the agenda as presented. Terry Plumb 
seconded the motion and all approved.
 
Sergeant-at-Arms Rex Reynolds conducted 
a delegate roll call.
 
MINUTES
President Jennings asked for corrections 
or additions to the February 13, 2022, 
board meeting minutes. Rick Dozier 
moved to accept the minutes as presented. 
Ken Hoover seconded the motion and all 
approved. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT
President Jennings asked for a review of  the 
January – March 2022 financial report. RB 
Brown moved to accept the financial report 
as presented. Gary Berendzen seconded the 
motion and all approved. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND SPECIAL 
GUEST(S):
Gail Hagans with the University of  Missouri 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute reported 
that Summer Fire School is in May and 
there is still time to sign-up if  you would 
like to take classes. They have had a busy 
spring. The Division of  Fire Safety has been 
sponsoring a lot of  classes. They do still have 
a director opening that has been posted.

State Fire Marshal Tim Bean with the 
Division of  Fire Safety thanked those who 
attended Fire Fighters Day at the Capitol. It 
was well attended. He stressed the impor-
tance of  people getting to know their local 
legislators. We want to be united in our 
message. 

Due to other donations, the meals at 
firefighter day were covered so the FFAM’s 
$1,000 donation to the event was used for 
the 1st female fighter symposium that was 
held last week. He advised that the industry 
has work to do when it comes to females in 
the fire service. 

This is the last week of  the legislative session. 
The budget went to the Governor on Friday. 
We did get $200k in firefighter training 
funding as well as the work comp funding. 
$2,000 work comp reimbursement is avail-
able to non-tax-based departments.

Bean gave a shout-out to the funeral assis-
tance team for their continued work. 

President Jennings also noted that everyone 
needs to be mindful of  their colleagues and 
mental health awareness. There are lots of  
resources for the fire service available.

CORRESPONDENCE
Secretary Miller reported that a thank you 
had been received from the Kisner family 
regarding their recent loss.

Walter Dreyer, a firefighter paramedic with 
Robertson FPD passed away recently and 
asked for memorial contributions be made to 
the FFAM. $180 was received. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There is no unfinished business.
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ELECTION
Sergeant-at-Arms Reynolds advised there 
are 51 delegates of  which 16 are officers.

Rob Erdel and Charlie Peel, both seeking 
the election of  the unexpired term of  the 1st 
Vice-President, addressed the audience. 

Closed ballots were cast for the 1st Vice-
Present position. Sergeant-at-Arms Reynolds 
collected the ballots for the tally.

Gary Berendzen moved to appoint 
Greg Wright as the District 
2 Director. Billy Smith 
seconded the motion 
and all approved. 
Terry Plumb moved 
to appoint Gary 
Berendzen as 
the District 6 
Director. Greg 
Wright seconded 
the motion and 
all approved. 

Gary Berendzen 
moved to appoint 
Robert Francis as the 
District 12 Director. 
Larry Jones seconded the 
motion and all approved. 

NEW BUSINESS
President Jennings advised that Terry 
Plumb has requested the appointment of  
Dylan Honea of  the Southern Stone FPD 
to District 5 Assistant Director.  Charlie 
Peel moved to accept the appointment. 
Billy Smith seconded the motion and all 
approved. 
 
RB Brown brought a special financial 
request to the board. The female sleeping 
quarters at the state fair fire station will 
not accommodate the number of  females 
who are attending the fair each year. The 
committee would like to request $13,500 for 
the purchase of  a 14x20 building to attach 
to the main building to provide additional 
sleeping space for the females. 

This would provide additional space for 8-10 
females. Discussion followed. Billy Smith 
moved to approve the one-time $13,500 
purchase of  the building. Terry Plumb 
seconded the motion, and all approved. 
 
RB Brown requested a one-time approval of  
$1,000 to purchase a special 60th anniver-
sary token for those serving at the State 

Fair Fire Department this year. Charlie 
Peel moved to moved to allow the State 
Fair Committee a one-time $1,000 for the 
purchase of  a special 60th-anniversary 
token. Ronnie Fields seconded the motion 
and all approved.
 
ELECTION
Sergeant-at-Arms Rex Reynolds advised 
the 1st Vice-President election was a tie. 
However, the number of  ballots cast did 
not match the number of  delegates counted 

during roll call. A second roll call was 
conducted. 

 
President Jennings 

opened discussion 
regarding the June 
meeting since it 
will be so close 
to the conven-
tion. RB Brown 
moved that we do 
not hold a June 
meeting. Rick 
Dozier seconded 

the motion and all 
approved.

 
Kurt Ploch opened a 

discussion regarding the 
need to recognize the Phil Sayer 

award winners each year. Kurt Ploch moved 
that FFAM get a Phil Sayer statue and add 
names each year for those that are presented 
with the award. Greg Brown seconded 
the motion and all approved. The Award 
Committee will research and get an estimate 
and bring it back to the board.
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Charlie Peel thanked those that submitted 
nominations this year. Very few were 
received. The next deadline for submissions 
is February 28.

BUDGET COMMITTEE
No report was given.

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report was given.

CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE
Secretary Miller reported on behalf  of  
David Hedrick that the SEMA Missouri 
Disaster Chaplain Program conducted 
a WebEx meeting on May 2. The group 
continues to work on developing procedures 
and linkages with other response agencies 

and organizations. The state Mutual 
Aid Committee is looking at adding Fire 
Chaplains to the resource list of  available 
mutual aid resources to departments when 
needed. Once again this is in the discussion 
phase, but is a step forward for providing 
this additional resource to Missouri’s Fire 
Service in a major emergency. Fire Service 
Chaplains that have an interest in the 
Disaster Chaplain Program may contact 
Chaplain Floyd Ferguson at faf0844@gmail.
com or by phone at 816-261-1900.

CONTEST COMMITTEE
Gary Berendzen encouraged more teams 
to participate in the contest next year. They 
had a couple of  issues with the generator 
and microphone. Those will be getting fixed.

ELECTION
Due to the tie in the 1st Vice-President 
election, both candidates were given a topic 
to address with the audience. A second 
ballot was cast. Sergeant-at-Arms Reynolds 
collected the ballots for the tally.

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Josh Loyd reported that there is no host 
committee yet for 2023. He is asking for 30 
additional days to find a host department. If  
no department elects to host the convention, 
it will fall to the FFAM. 

ELECTION
Sergeant-at-Arms advised that Charlie 
Peel is the winner of  the 1st Vice-President 
election.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Kurt Wilbanks reported that Winter Fire 
School and Summer Fire School schol-
arships were both offered with no one 
applying. The committee will be changing 
the way the process is done. The committee 
sponsored the board class that was held 
Friday of  the convention and will be working 
with the State Fair Committee for classes 
during the fair.

FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE
Andrew Caldwell thanked everyone who 
participated in the poster contest. The 
winners will receive prize money and be 
invited to the state fair.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Greg Brown reported that legislators are 
trying to take on local issues to affect the 
whole state which is getting things slowed 
down. There is one week left in the session. 
$3 billion in federal money came in. $10 
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million has been allocated to fire protection 
agencies but no other details are available. 

If  you don’t know your local legislators, you 
are encouraged to meet them. It is important 
and does help. Congressional map redis-
tricting may end up in court.

The Fire Education Commission did not 
approve the Firefighter 1 standard as it was 
a 2001 standard. A vendor is working on 
a basic class. They want to be using the 
most current standards when teaching these 
classes. 

The Firefighter Critical Illness Pool started 
covering firefighters on May 1. Agencies 
may buy-in for coverage of  firefighters with 
5+ years of  service. 

Work compensation won’t cover cancer. 
MFFCIP.org explains everything and will be 
offering education around the state. They 
are also looking to see if  mental illness might 
eventually be added to the pool.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Grant Oetting reported that active member 
numbers are down. He would love to hear 
ideas on how to promote membership. 
He also has several more conferences that 
FFAM will be attending this year. 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
No report was given.

NVFC COMMITTEE
Keith Smith reported that NVFC is the 
beneficiary of  $10 million in grants to 
promote volunteers. The behavioral health-
share the load is receiving over 100 calls per 
month. The suicide hotline is more active 
than in the past. 2022 NVFC meeting will 
be hosted in North Carolina. 2023 will be 
hosted in New York and 2024 in Kansas 
City. Individuals are encouraged to join 
NVFC for $18 per year. There are lots of  
training resources available for members.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Charlie Peel reported that 4 high school and 
1 continuing education scholarships were 
awarded. The next deadline is February 28.

STATE FAIR COMMITTEE
RB Brown reported that the 60th-anniver-
sary dinner for past and present members 
will be on Saturday, August 13 at 5:00 pm. 
Work weekends will be June 24-26, July 
29-31, and August 5-7.

Terry Plumb was presented with a helmet in 
appreciation for his service as fire chief.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
No report was given.

NEWSLETTER
The deadline for the next newsletter will be 
the morning of  June 24. 

HISTORIAN REPORT
Contact Theresa Cox if  you have items to 
donate.

FIRE FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Brian Zinanni reported that the team 
assisted in 6 LODD and 14 non-LODD this 
year. December 31, 2023, the public safety 
officers’ federal benefit for LODD will be 
approximately $285k. 

EMS FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Greg Wright reported the team has had 
2 call-outs and 2 pending since the last 
meeting. The EMS conference will be 
October 14-16 in Lake Ozark. Dr. Barry 
Young will be the guest speaker. Online 
registration is available.

FOUNDATION REPORT
Keith Smith reported they will recog-
nize 8 LODD and 63 non-LODD at the 
memorial service. There is some construc-
tion around the city building but it shouldn’t 
be a problem. The rain site is the Auxvasse 
school. Chief  Donna Lake, KCFD, will be 
the keynote speaker. 

The foundation’s online store is up and 
running. MOFirefighterMemorial.myshopify.
com. Braden Gorman with Kirkwood 
assisted with the site.

WSK Architects are working on the final 
draws for the interior of  the museum. The 
group is still working on fundraising efforts. 
A $10,000 grant was received from Centralia 
State Farm Agent Nancy Baca.

1st Vice-President Rob Erdel presented 
Washington Volunteer Fire Company Chief  
Tim Frankenberg with a 2022 convention 
resolution. 

The Honor Guard retired the colors. 
Charlie Peel moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Greg Brown seconded the motion and all 
approved. President Jennings adjourned the 
meeting at 11:30 a.m.

19922 W 162nd Street Olathe, KS 66062 
Office:913-780-5521 www.conradfire.com

Call us today, to see how Conrad Fire Equipment can serve your 
department.  We have a full line of manufacturers we work with to 

make us your one stop shop for all of your department needs.  
Whether it be Fire Apparatus, Ambulances or Equipment, not only 

do we sell, we do service too! 
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While we have reviewed early American 
firefighting procedures in previous 

articles, we are now going to focus on some 
specific tools of  the trade. Fire buckets were 
a prominent tool used in firefighting during 
the Colonial era. However, in addition to 
the bucket, fire brigades or fire societies 
had many other tools they used as part of  
firefighting and fire prevention activities. 
Some of  the more common specialty tools 
included: bells, fire alarm rattles, salvage 
bags, and firemen’s bed keys. We will review 
some of  these tools and their use from a 
historical firefighting perspective. 

EARLY FIRE PROTECTION
As mentioned, the fire bucket was the major 
firefighting tool in colonial America. Though 
not a very efficient means of  fighting a fire, 
the fire bucket provided a means of  fire 
extinguishment using water carried in the 
bucket and passed by the local citizenry in 
lines forming a bucket brigade. Buckets were 
filled at the water source, a town well or 
stream, and passed hand-to-hand down the 
line to the fire where the water was thrown 
on the flames. Empty buckets were passed 
back down an adjoining line to the water 
source to be refilled again and the process 
continued. Later developments included 

the addition of  the first fire engines and 
hand-operated pumps. Though they did a 
somewhat better job of  putting the water 
on the fire, the engine’s water box had to be 
filled still using a bucket brigade.

From almost the founding days of  the first 
settlements in the American Colonies, fire 
became a major threat to survival. The 
Jamestown settlement was established in 
May of  1607, and after devastating hard-
ships to the original settlers in the early 
months, new colonists and supplies arrived 
in January 1608. Unfortunately, shortly 
thereafter “the first recorded fire in America 
occurred when the community block-
house caught fire. Nearly every building in 
America’s first settlement was destroyed in 
that first year.”1 A similar incident occurred 
in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1623 nearly 
devastating the three-year-old settlement. 
According to Governor William Bradford, 
the fire occurred in cold weather when a 
fire in a fireplace “broke out the chimney 
into the thatch, and burned down 3 or 4 
houses, and consumed all the goods and 
provisions.”2 Thatch was a straw material 
that was dried and bundled and used as 
a roofing material. Also, in those days in 
Europe and America, the chimneys were of  
wood construction and lined with mortar or 
mud to make them somewhat fire-resistant. 
Because of  this chimney and roof  fires were 
a major cause of  conflagrations in early 
colonial days.

Because of  the threat from these types of  
fires, Boston passed an ordinance in 1631 
in which “wooden chimneys and thatched 
roofs were strictly forbidden. Also, chimneys 
had to be swept regularly to keep them clear 
of  dangerous wood tar.”3 Thus began some 
of  the first fire prevention regulations. The 
Governor of  New Amsterdam (New York), 
Peter Stuyvesant, took it a step further in 
1648, not only banning wood chimneys 
and thatched roofs, but instituting fines 
that helped purchase “ladders, hooks, and 
buckets.”4 The ladders were used to gain 
access to roof  fires, and the hooks with 
ropes were used to pull down burning roofs 
and buildings. In addition, a night watch 
was established to watch for fires during 
the night when a fire could most likely go 
unnoticed until it became a significant fire 
that would be hard to extinguish. These fire 
watches that patrolled the streets were first 
called “Prowlers.”5

EARLY AMERICAN FIREFIGHTING AND PREVENTION TOOLS 
By David E. Hedrick, Fire Service Director (RET)

Early Colonial Firefighting tools: fire bucket, salvage bag, bed key, and hatchet.
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A Part of Fire Service History

SOUNDING THE ALARM
Originally there was little formality or 
procedure when a fire broke out, “the person 
discovering a fire ran to the nearest neighbor 
for help, and from one to another, the alarm 
would loudly be given, and all started with 
their buckets.”6

HAND-HELD BELLS 
In early Colonial America, church bells were 
imported from England until 1736 when the 
first bell was cast in Fairfield, Connecticut.7 
Initially local “blacksmiths made iron cow 
and other hand bells for farm and other 
purposes.”8 Before large fixed bells were 
available in community churches and/
or public buildings in colonial America, a 
variety of  alarm devices were used to alert 
people to fires. Even after the church bells 
were available in the community these 
early devices were in some cases still used 
for signaling the initial alarm. Initially, the 
human voice calling “Fire!,” followed by 
“Throw out your buckets” alerted the citi-
zenry to a fire.9

In New Amsterdam (New York) in 1697 
a night watch was established for general 

Traditional Handheld bell. Fire Warden Chicago modern 
commemorative/award handheld bell.

1800s Muffin Bell and interior,  
note the double clapper.



12 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  July - August 2022

(314) 770-9000 PHONE
(314) 291-2242 FAX

(314) 420-8070 MOBILE
www.cashionfire.com

cashionfire@sbcglobal.net

 

CASHION FIRE EQUIPMENT, LLC
11644 OLD SAINT CHARLES RD.

BRIDGETON, MO. 63044
 

Thank you
Columbia Fire Department

Columbia Missouri

 

Coming Soon...

safety they carried a handbell that rang as 
they called out “each hour of  the night.”10

So it appears this may be the early concept 
that led to a nightly fire watch. In some 
towns and settlements, the town crier also 
became the fire watch, signaling the first 
evidence of  fire with their handheld bell. 

As mentioned, handbells were used in a 
variety of  situations from town criers to 
calling school in session in the early colonies. 
They continued to be used as household 
and school bells into the early 1900s, so 
finding an antique brass handheld bell is 
fairly common. They were made by various 
artisans and manufacturers and varied in 
size and design. An example handheld bell 
is made of  a turned wood handle (yoke) 
with brass fittings or canons, a brass bell-
shaped housing, and a brass or iron clapper 
suspended inside the center of  the bell. The 
general size is 8” tall, with a base or mouth 
of  the bell 5 and ½” in diameter. 

Brass handheld bells are prized by a variety 
of  collectors based on their perceived 
original use. Because of  this, unless there are 

identifying marks that link a handheld bell 
to firefighting, it is hard to determine their 
provenance. Even a school bell might be 
pressed into use to signal a fire alarm.

Eventually, hand-drawn and horse-drawn 
fire apparatus would have bells or fire gongs 
mounted on them to ring the alarm and 
clear the way for the fire equipment and 
firefighters. Also, with the development of  
the telegraph in the 1800s would come the 
use of  fire alarm call boxes to ring out the 
alarm in the fire department. But these have 
their own story and chronicle in fire service 
history.

MUFFIN BELLS
Coming about as a variation in Victorian 
times in the early to late 1800s, the muffin 
bell gets its name from the shape of  old 
English muffin pastries and has a distinctive 
sound. Like other handheld bells, it was used 
for a variety of  purposes, from a general 
use household bell to boarding houses, to 
fire watches. Some information relates that 
it was “often used to sound [a] fire alarm,” 
it was sometimes used by “merchants 
wanting to attract customers.”11 The bell 

is composed of  a turned wooden handle 
with brass fittings, two brass bowl-shaped or 
muffin-shaped bell halves, and an internal 
double strike iron or brass clapper. The bell 
halves are slightly offset in the handle so 
that the clapper makes a double strike sound 
by hitting one half  first and then the other. 
This unique two-tone ring makes a distinc-
tive sound that could be easily identifiable 
from a regular handbell. Because of  their 
general use, manufacturer, and popularity of  
the time, they are fairly easy to find though 
relatively expensive antique.

FIRE RATTLE
As mentioned previously in this article in 
New Amsterdam Governor Stuyvesant 
established fire watches that initially were 
called “prowlers.” These fire wardens soon 
became known as the “rattle watch” as they 
carried a wooden rattle noise-making device 
that was used to sound a loud distinc-
tive rattle to alert citizens to a fire.12 This 
type of  alarm rattle soon spread to many 
towns as it was cheap to manufacture and 
could be made by local carpentry artisans. 
However, the wood rattle was not specif-
ically created as a fire alarm rattle. The 
wood rattle dates back to medieval times 
and further to biblical observances by the 
Jews. Called a grogger it was defined as “a 
wooden device that when turned around 
and around produces a noise like a series of  
knocks, traditionally used during the Jewish 
festival of  Purim was used by the Jews as a 
noise maker for celebrations.”13 Later it was 
made and used in the American Colonies by 
folk artisans as a noise-maker or celebration 
devise. They would find a new use in the 
fledgling American fire service. According 
to the Smithsonian Institute, a variation of  
the rattle was used in the American Civil 
War and “commonly made of  White Oak 
or similar wood, were used on ships to call 
all hands to battle stations.”14 In more recent 
times it was used during the world wars as a 
signal for a poison gas attack. 

Though the fire rattle varied in design 
depending on the local artisan who manu-
factured it, the fire rattle of  colonial times 
usually had some artistic, as well as func-
tional design. A historic example is pictured. 
It can be described as a wood cog turned by 
a swinging handle that contacts a wood reed 
mounted in the main body which makes 
a loud clacking sound when the handle is 
swung in an arch above the head. There is a 
larger bulbous end that holds the reed to add 
weight to help swing the unit in a circular 
rotation. Sometimes a brass weight was 

A reproduction of a Fire Alarm Rattle and an 1800s fire alarm rattle with brass end weights.
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added to the end to help swing the device in 
case the wood swelled from moisture. The 
device is approximately 8” long, 6” high, 
and 1 and ¾” thick. The handle is usually 
decoratively turned and the bulbous end 
may be carved with decorative ridges on the 
curved sides. 

Though the actual use or provenance of  an 
antique rattle is hard to determine without 
identifying marks and documents, original 
period rattles are highly prized by collectors 
and fire museums. 

CHURCH OR TOWER BELLS
As churches and public buildings were 
constructed that could afford tower bells, the 
practice of  using these large bells to sound 
the alarm was instituted.15 This too led to 
some success and sometimes not in sounding 
the alarm. Though it is hard to imagine 
religious intolerance in the United States 
founded on freedom of  religion, in colonial 
times the City of  New Orleans had a law 
forbidding the building of  any churches 
except Catholic.16 On Good Friday, March 
21, 1788, a fire broke out on Chartres Street. 
Messengers ran to the Catholic monastery to 
get them to ring the church bell and sound 
the alarm for the fire. However, it being 
Good Friday “an ancient religious decree 
required that all church bells must remain 
dumb [silent] throughout the day.”17 The 
priests standing by the tenets of  their order 

refused to allow the bells to ring. When the 
fire was over, 857 buildings had burned 
including the church and monastery.18 

A different story regarding a bell sounding 
the alarm occurred in Chicago during the 
“Great Chicago Fire” of  1871. The Chicago 
Fire is remembered today as the annual 
October date for the United States’ Fire 
Prevention Week. During the fire, the court-
house bell was used to sound the alarm and 
continued to be rung until the courthouse 
itself  was engulfed by the fire. The brass 
bell was later salvaged from the destroyed 
building and metaled down to make souve-
nirs including commemorative coins and 
small replica bells.19

This history of  the Chicago Fire and bell 
may have led to a more modern handheld 
bell that is cast with the words “Fire Warden 
10” and “Chicago” on the exterior waist 
of  the bell. In addition, an engraved name 
and their service dates may be found on the 
other side of  the presentation bells. These 
can be found on the internet and were used 
in some situations as retirement gifts for 
firefighters and other officials in the Chicago 
and Illinois area in the 1980s.

According to Arnold Merkitch, author of  
the book Early Fire Helmets, in the early 
days of  New Amsterdam when church 
bells or fire tower bells were rung at night 

to signal a fire “the Watchman in the tower 
would hang a lantern on a pole and place 
it out a window pointing to the direction of  
the fire.”20

Eventually, some cities built specific fire 
watch and bell towers in the different wards 
of  the city to watch for and sound the alarm 
for fires. They would play a role in the 
coming fire alarm telegraph system, but that 
is another part of  fire service history.

SALVAGE BAGS AND BED KEYS
Though bucket brigades or hand-operated 
pump engines were efficient as could be 
for their time, their ability to put sufficient 
water on the fire to contain major blazes was 
limited. Thus once a fire expanded beyond 
the incipient stage, there was small hope of  
extinguishing it before it became a major 
conflagration producing large losses. Many 
times the firemen quickly estimated their 
chances and though they valiantly fought 
the fire they immediately started efforts to 
save as much personal property as possible 
for the owner by removing the contents 
of  the house and surrounding exposures. 
From this, we see the early beginning of  
the modern-day concept of  salvage oper-
ations in the modern fire service. Though 
today we more commonly cover and protect 
furnishing in place with salvage covers than 
remove them from the building in salvage 
bags.

Fire bucket and rolled-up salvage bag. Example of a burlap fire salvage bag. 1800s Fire Salvage Bag
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According to fire historian Paul Hashagan, 
writing about firefighting in Colonial times 
“the bed key was a small metal tool that 
allowed the men to quickly disassemble the 
wooden frame of  a bed, quite often the most 
valuable item owned by a family, and remove 
it to safety. Other household goods of  any 
value were snatched up, placed in salvage 
bags, and carried to safety.”21 

In 1718 in Boston, the first Mutual Fire 
Society was established. It operated inde-
pendently of  the engine or firefighting 
companies. Their purpose was to provide 
volunteer auxiliary assistance to the 
regular fire companies. This role consisted 
of  helping evacuate people and save the 
owner’s possession from the fire by removing 
them. When the fire alarm was sounded 
each society member responded “with his 
own bag and bucket… together with a bed 
key and screwdriver.”22 Following Boston’s 
example, American Scientist, Printer, 
Inventor, and Statesman of  the American 
Revolution, Benjamin Franklin, formed the 
Union Fire Company in Philadelphia, PA. 
Franklin wrote in his autobiography that 
each company member maintain “a certain 
number of  leather buckets, with strong bags 
and baskets (for packing and transporting of  
goods), which were to be brought to every 
fire.”23 Thus again can be seen the emphasis 
on saving or salvaging a citizen’s possessions 
even if  the fire could not be stopped.

SALVAGE BAGS
Salvage bags of  durable material was the 
most convenient and versatile way to quickly 
gather up a homeowner’s possessions and 
remove them from a building on fire or a 
building that was in imminent danger from 
a raging fire in the area. Probably at first 
any handy bag or bed covering was used 
and bound around items. Over time bags 
were made specifically for salvage. Because 
of  this, “rolled up in each bucket would also 
have been a large coarse linen bag used to 
quickly gather up and remove possessions 
from a burning structure.”24 Some towns had 
an ordinance that at least two fire buckets 
had to be filled with water each night in case 

they were needed, for fire extinguishment. In 
this case, the salvage bags would be bundled 
separately or stored in other/extra buckets.

Salvage bags came into use before the 
Revolutionary War, and were originally 
hand-sewn of  a burlap or linen material. 
Linen bags commonly had a sewn-in 
drawstring at the top opening of  the bag. 
For identification purposes, personally 
owned bags were marked or stenciled with 
the owner’s name and bag number. Similar 
to the practice of  marking fire buckets. 
Salvage bags belonging to fire societies or 
fire companies had their society or company 
name on them along with possibly an indi-
vidual bag number for tracking purposes. 
Bags were made in various sizes over time 
and no specific standard size was found 
during research. Some documented historic 
bags were compared and one salvage bag 
held by the Smithsonian Institute Museum 
from ca 1803 was 49 ½ inches by 27 
inches.25 Another salvage bag listed by 
Online Collectibles Auctions had a linen bag 
marked with a family name and measuring 
48 inches by 20 inches.26

Because of  the fragile nature of  the fabric 
material through the years and from being 
used for other purposes over time, original 
salvage bags from the 1700s and 1800s are 

rare and are highly valued by fire museums 
and collectors. Collectors seeking to 
purchase a historic salvage bag should have 
it evaluated by a qualified fire service conser-
vator to help identify its authenticity. 

BED KEYS
In addition to salvage bags, the firemen’s 
bed key was an essential tool at the time 
“because beds were the most valuable 
pieces of  furniture that a family possessed, 
and after first making sure that all lives 
were safe, the bed was the next concern 
of  the rescuers. They unbolted the large 
and heavy beds with wrenchlike keys and 
carried them out in sections.”27 Firemen’s 
bed keys were hand forged from iron and 
formed to provide a multipurpose wrench-
like tool for removing square nuts and 
carriage bolts used in bed furniture, “in 
the days when their sections were locked 
by bolts.”28 The Smithsonian National 
Museum of  American History has several 
bed keys in its non-displayed collection but 
listed limited information on each. The 
website WorthPoint lists a tool described as 
an “Antique Hand Forged Fireman’s Type 
Square Nut Bed Wrench Key.” It describes 
the tool as: 

18th Century…Made from a single piece 
of  iron bar. The iron bar is forged around 

Early antique firemen’s bed key. Chisel end of bed key notched and prying up carriage bolt head.

Firemen’s Bed Key showing various wrench options for removing period square nuts.
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a square mandrel and welded together to 
make the socket end. This form appears 
to be the standard before the introduction 
of  cast iron bed wrenches. The socket is 
tapered and can be used on a 3/8” and 
7/16” bolt head that is countersunk below 
the surface of  the wood. The tapered slot 
can be used on a bolt head projecting above 
the surface. The fork-shaped end is used to 
loosen slotted cap screw-type bolts.29

The author experimented with an original 
fireman’s bed key and found it to be a truly 
versatile device that can be used on a variety 
of  sized square nuts of  the period time 
and to pry and hold carriage bolt heads for 
disassembly.

SOME OTHER TOOLS
And finally, the early colonial bucket 
brigades and fire societies used some other 

utilitarian tools in their valiant attempts to 
protect their communities from fire. These 
include hatchets, axes, mops, and ropes with 
hooks. Though all these tools were fairly 
common and used in everyday rural life, 
they had uses at a fire as well. Hatchets and 
axes could be used for forcible entry as well 
as remove exposures. Mops wrapped with 
cloth material and soaked in water were used 
as swabs to extinguish embers in thatched 
roofs. Forged hooks attached to ropes 
could be used to pull off flammable roofing 
material or pull down walls to remove 
exposure materials from adding to the fire. 
Thus preventing fire spread throughout the 
village from a raging fire. 

IN CONCLUSION
The early colonist who filled the role of  
volunteer firefighters had a challenging task. 
With limited resources, they made use of  
what they had to protect their fellow citizens 
and communities from the ravages of  fire. 
As they learned from their experiences in the 
new world, they enacted ordinances to make 
their communities safer and established the 
early beginnings of  fire codes and standards. 
But above all, these early American fire-
fighters demonstrated the resourcefulness 
and valiant courage that continues to be the 
tenets of  today’s American fire Fighter. All 
this would come to establish the rich history 
and traditions of  the American Fire Service.
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YOUR CREW DESERVES

Emergencies don’t wait, and you don’t have to, either—with E-ONE 

trucks on order, you can upgrade your �eet right away to the 

industry’s most trusted apparatus brand—and Banner Fire’s 

dedicated team of experts can help you protect your people and 

your community with top-notch equipment and proactive support. 

CONNECT WITH A BANNER FIRE 
EXPERT TODAY TO GET STARTED.
888.226.3473  or  BANNERFIRE.COM

THE BEST.
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It is both interesting and reassuring to 
what lengths NVFC will go to in securing 

staffing talent. When Heather Schaffer 
passed away suddenly on March 15, 2021, 
then Deputy Director Sarah Lee stepped 
in and was later confirmed as Chief  
Executive Officer leaving her old position 
open and a national search began. On May 
27th, Dr. Candice McDonald accepted 
the Deputy CEO position and starts in 
July. Dr. McDonald comes to NVFC from 
NASA managing staff, projects, budgets, 
and contracts. She also has two decades of  

volunteer fire service as a firefighter, EMS 
chief  officer, instructor, and fire inspector. 
She has a background in social work and is a 
substance abuse counselor, bringing expe-
rience and skills to the NVFC Share the Load 
Program. Having a background in marketing, 
Dr. McDonald is also an adjunct instructor 
at her local community college teaching 
marketing and homeland security. Talk 
about women in the fire service.

Then we move to a very sad subject in the 
passing of  Dave Finger, NVFC Chief  of  
Legislative and Regulatory Affairs. Dave 
passed on June 3, 2022, after a 2-plus year 
battle with pancreatic cancer. Dave joined 
NVFC in 2005 and quickly impacted the 
legislative presence of  NVFC on Capitol 
Hill and is well known as one of  the “good 
guys.” Dave was just 44 years old leaving 
behind a wife and two young children. His 
cancer journey blog can be viewed at caring-
bridge.org/visit/davefinger. 

Now NVFC starts a national search 
for another replacement while using a 
contracted lobbyist Andy Quinn until that 
process results in a new hire. Fire service 
politics do not take a holiday even when 
losing one of  our own.

Individual membership in NVFC has just 
reached an all-time high of  28,051. They 
continue to encourage individuals and 
departments to join offering numerous 
benefits detailed at nvfc.org/join-nvfc.

Hopefully, I can make this same comment 
for Missouri someday but for right now, 
Congratulations to Kansas on surpassing 
the 500-member mark for individual NVFC 
members. There are currently only four other 
states in the 500+ group including Maine, 
Maryland, North Carolina, and Texas. States 
with over 500 NVFC members will have their 
annual state NVFC dues waived.

COVID TESTING SITES 
NVFC is partnering with Color to promote 
fire departments becoming COVID-19 

testing sites. FFAM departments will receive 
$250 for participating, $50 for every month 
their site is sending tests, and $5 for every 
test at their site. For more information, 
contact Lori at lori@nvfc.org

By the time you are reading this, the two-day 
Health and Safety Training Summit in 
Orlando, FL, will have concluded. I hope to 
have summary topics and links in the next 
magazine edition. 

Want to host a Wildfire Home Assessment 
training in your area? Part of  NVFC’s 
WFAP program is training that teaches fire 
departments operating in a wildland-urban 
interface to conduct home safety checks for 
their residents. Anyone interested in hosting 
a course can contact Lori at lori@nvfc.org 
regarding this free training opportunity but 
you must be an FFAM member department.

The American Psychological Association 
has recognized NVFC as an organiza-
tion committed to changing the culture 
around mental health in the workplace and 
combating the stigma! 

The 2022 Edition of  NVFC Firefighter 
Strong print-edition newsletter for individual 
NVFC members should be hitting the mail-
boxes soon. If  you would like print copies 
for your meetings or events, please contact 
Lorraine Higgins at Lorraine@nvfc.org

NVFC released two new PSAs to help 
recruitment efforts. One focuses on the fire 
service family, and the other focuses on why 
volunteers do what they do. These are free 
to everyone so please feel free to use and 
share these within your networks!

Women in Fire has contracted with NVFC 
to work on several joint initiatives related to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. This is in line 
with our strategic plan and a great way to 
work closely with our fire service partners.

Thank you for your time and for allowing 
Rob and me to serve on your behalf.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL 
By Keith Smith

Securing Staffing Talent

Chief Executive Officer 
Sarah Lee

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Dr. Candice McDonald
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David Cooper
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FIREFIGHTER DIVISION 
Event 3rd Place 2nd Place 1st Place

2 Person Hose Coupling Little Dixie 2 - 11.72 Little Dixie 1 - 10.09 Washington - 9.50

Replace Section of Hose Washington - 33.41 Little Dixie 1 - 32.25 Southern Stone 1 - 29.00

Extending a Line Southern Stone 1 - 45.53 Washington - 39.50 Little Dixie 2 - 36.73

Water Fight Southern Stone 2 Little Dixie 1 Little Dixie 2

Bucket Bridade Southern Stone 1 - 2.03.03 Little Dixie 1 - 1.59.15 Little Dixie 2 - 1.47.87

Overall Washington - 30 pts Little Dixie 1 - 40 pts Little Dixie 2 - 50 pts

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION
Event                                             See related photo and details on page 24.

2 Person Hose Coupling Germany 1 - 30.28 | Germany 2 - 20.82

Replace Section of Hose Germany - 37.71

Extending a Line Germany - 53.22

Water Fight Washington

Bucket Bridade Germany - 2.40.03

2022 FIREFIGHTER CONTEST RESULTS
By Gary Berendzen, District 6 Director, FFAM Contest Chairman

I would like to thank the Washington 
Volunteer Fire Company for a successful 

FFAM 2022 Convention. I would like to 
thank all the teams that played in the games. 
We even had a team from Marboch am 
Neckler, Germany that played in the games, 

they are a sister department of  Washington 
Missouri, thank you for participating. Also 
thank you to all that helped with running the 
games, the games would not have proceeded 
as smooth as they did. We had a great 
morning of  competitions.

I would like to see all the teams that 
participated this year back again in 2023. 
Hopefully we will have more departments 
and teams to join us next year. I hope to see 
everyone in 2023.

Convention in Washington



2022 FIREFIGHTER CONTEST
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2022 FIREFIGHTER CONTEST
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The City of Washington and Marbach am 
Necker, Germany became sister cities in 
1990. This relationship grew between the 
cities to include the fire departments with 
groups traveling and staying with host 
families. Since then the fire departments 
(feuerwehr) have traveled between 
Germany and Washington to share ideas, 
tactics, building construction, comradery, 
and good times. There is a motto between 

Washington and Marbach, “We are Friends/
Wir sind Freunde.” There are outward signs 
of the friendship. The Washington Fire 
Headquarters abuts Marbach Drive and 
Washington Drive is next to the Marbach 
Fire Station in Germany. 

Usually, a group will travel annually 
alternating travel between Washington and 
Germany. Some have become close friends 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTER GAMES
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with an exchange student, through annual 
visits, letters, and newsletters. When in 
Washington, the firefighter attends various 
gatherings, sightseeing in the St. Louis 
area, and participates in training and 
alarms. There are many questions, trials, 
and gatherings. We truly are friends and 
look forward to future visits.

FIRST INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTER GAMES
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Firefighter of the Year: Roger Cope of the 
Martinsburg Area Fire Protection District

Phil Sayer Lifetime Achievement Award: Steve Paulsell. Award for Valor: Todd Deornellis of the Little Dixie FPD

Life Saving Award and Meritorious Award presented to Joe Auffert, Chris Wilbanks, Tim Dailey, 
Christel Cantrell, Daniel Dennis, and Joey Smith of the Howell County Rural Fire District #1

1st Place • Firefighter’s Division • Overall • Little Dixie Fire Protection District 2
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2022 POSTER CONTEST WINNERS

1st Place • First and Second Grades:
Molly Riegel • Union Fire Protection District

2nd Place • First and Second Grades:
Hannah Shiflett • Galt Rural Fire Department

1st Place • Third and Fourth Grades:
Zachary Artinger • Washington Fire Department

2nd Place • Third and Fourth Grades:
Michael Rada • Washington Fire Department

1st Place • Fifth and Sixth Grades:
Katie Warmbrodt • New Haven-Berger Fire Protection District

2nd Place • Fifth and Sixth Grades:
Lydia Richardson • Washington Fire Department



2022 POSTER CONTEST WINNERS

3rd Place • First and Second Grades:
Ellene Jasper • Washington Fire Department

2nd Place • Special Needs:
Evie Sexton • Little Dixie Fire Protection District

3rd Place • Third and Fourth Grades:
Marissa Gildehaus • Union Fire Protection District

3rd Place • Fifth and Sixth Grades:
Braelyn Frankenberg • Washington Fire Department

1st Place • Special Needs:
Skyler Blankenship • Little Dixie Fire Protection District



2022 MEMORIAL SERVICES
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2022 MEMORIAL SERVICES
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An Introduction

Hello to all and I hope this finds 
everyone well. My name is Charlie 

Peel, your new 1st Vice President of  the 
FFAM. I would like to tell you how truly 
honored I am to be able to represent the 
membership of  the FFAM, and I am looking 
forward to collaborating with everyone. I 
thought I would take this opportunity to tell 
you a little bit about myself  and tell you a 
little bit about my family.

As I said in the beginning, my name is 
Charlie Peel, and I am a captain at the 
Southeastern Randolph Fire Protection 
District, with stations located in Clark and 
Renick, Missouri. I am also the Region 
B training coordinator and an adjunct 
instructor for MU FRTI with my primary 
course of  instruction being the Certified 
Fire and Ambulance District Board Member 
Training class. I serve on the Missouri State 
Fair Fire Department (MSFFD) and I serve 
on the Board of  Directors for the Randolph 
County Ambulance District, and I am the 
past secretary of  the board for Southeastern 
Randolph FPD. As for my full-time employ-
ment, I am a damage prevention manager 
for Missouri One Call Systems.

I started my fire service career in 1989 
as a volunteer with Carrollton (MO) Fire 
Department, and before that as a junior fire-
fighter with Carrollton as well. Shortly after 
starting my firefighting career I joined the 
Army and served this great nation for nearly 
26 years. During my time in the service, I 
was able to maintain being a volunteer fire-
fighter, being allowed to go to the OSU Fire 
Service Training Academy, where I obtained 
my Firefighter 1 & 2, EMT, and instructor 
ratings. Later in my career, I was able to 
obtain those Missouri certifications as well.

I remember as a kid growing up, we lived on 
the same street as the late Joe Jackson, who 
was a family friend of  my grandparents. We, 
the neighborhood kids, would always look 
forward to when Joe would bring a demo fire 
truck home so we could go down the hill and 
dream about being a firefighter, in addition 
to when he would pull his antique fire truck 
out for the parades. He also liked inviting us 

into his house for a cold drink and he would 
take the opportunity to talk about the fire 
service and show us his infamous sprinkler 
head collection. I credit a lot of  my drive to 
the fire service to his early mentorship and 
his willingness to take the time to talk to the 
kids about the fire service. I was assisting 
with moving the FFAM museum items from 
Kay Asher’s house to Kingdom City. As 
we were taking a break, I pulled out of  one 
of  the boxes just a random copy of  a book 
and it just happened to be a copy from the 
Third Annual Convention of  the FFAM 
held April 27-28, 1952. Now, any other time 
this would be nothing, but what caught my 
eye, is the location of  the convention, it was 
in Carrollton, MO. I know deep in my heart 
that Joe was talking to me that day and I 
knew then that I was in the right place for 
the right reasons. Well enough about me and 
on to my family.

My wife Laura Peel is secretary to the 
Board of  Directors for NE R-IV Fire 
Protection District and a member of  the 
Ladies Auxiliary of  the FFAM. My oldest 
son, Holden Peel, is a firefighter with NE 
R-IV and serves on the MSFFD, and his 
significant other is Shelby Teter of  Cairo, 
Missouri. My bonus daughter is Shelby Kelly 
and her significant other is Matt Phillips of  
Ottumwa, IA. My middle son Dakota Peel 
and his wife Joely and my two grandchildren 
Kycen and Wailynn reside in Richmond, 
MO. My bonus daughter Casey Schopp and 
her husband Zach live in Moberly, MO. My 
Daughter Sadie Benefiel and her husband 
Brett and granddaughter Braizley with a 
fourth grandchild are en route with an ETA 
of  October.

I have very strong convictions about this 
great organization, what it stands for, where 
we have been, where we are, and where we 
are going as an organization. It will take the 
continued support of  our membership and 
I encourage and challenge each one of  you 
that are members of  the FFAM to reach out 
and ask your neighboring departments if  
they are members. If  they are not, ask them 
what we can do to assist them in becoming 
members. Reach out to your directors and 
assistant directors to see what you can do 
to assist with the FFAM. I challenge each 
and everyone one of  you to show up for the 
FFAM meetings. The dates are posted in 
this magazine and on the FFAM website. 
If  you do not know who your directors and 
assistant directors are, they are listed on the 
website.

As far as directors and assistant directors, 
I encourage and challenge you to bring 
new and existing members with you to the 
meetings, and encourage them to be a part 
of  an organization that means so much to so 
many. As we proceed further in this adven-
ture, we are going to be looking for input 
from the organization. If  anyone is looking 
for an invite to the meetings, well here it is. 
Come one, come all, and be a part and have 
your voice heard at the meetings. Please be 
prepared for more challenges to come in 
future articles in the FFAM Magazine. I can 
be reached at 573-721-7657 or ffam.cpeel@
gmail.com anytime. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you in the FFAM.

Charlie Peel

1st VP Comments
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A SIDE 
of BEEF

2 CHANCES TO WIN!

All Proceeds Go To The  
Missouri Firefighters Museum

1 TICKET = 2 CHANCES

Beef donated by Wynne Angus Farm.

Winners to be notified by phone.

Processing will be paid for  
by the Fire Fighters Memorial  

Foundation of Missouri. 
Drawing held on 08/18/2022.

ONLY 1,000 TICKETS SOLD!

BUY TICKETS ONLINE:
facebook.com/ffmuseumproject

Jefferson County Firefighters 
Association

TWENTY-EIGHTH 
ANNUAL

Saturday - September 24, 2022 • 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Herculaneum City Park • 776 Joachim Avenue • Herculaneum, Missouri 

APPARATUS PARADE - 9:00 AM 
ANTIQUE AND MODERN FIRE APPARATUS • EMS VEHICLES • AIR RESCUE 

HELICOPTERS • MEMORIAL SERVICE • SAFETY HOUSE FIREFIGHTER 
COMPETITIONS • DALMATIAN CONTESTS • EQUIPMENT DISPLAYS • 

DEMONSTRATIONS • VENDOR BOOTHS • FOOD AND CONCESSIONS • FACE 
PAINTINGS • PHOTO AREA • BOUNCE HOUSE AND SLIDE • CHILDREN’S 
FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES AND MUCH MORE!

FOR INFORMATION: 314-852-4964 or billh6300@hotmail.com  
jeffcofireenginerally.com • Jeffco Fire Engine Rally on Facebook

7th Annual Stephen Siller • Tunnel To Towers 5k Run/Walk

Saturday, September 17, 2022
Jefferson City • 8:30 A.M. Start/Finish  
at the South Steps of the State Capitol
Run or walk the streets of downtown Jefferson City with Missouri heroes, our 
First Responders, Veterans, and Active Military Service Men and Women. Many 
run/walk in their gear just as first responders did on the morning of 9/11/2001. 
Teams of 3 or more firefighters run in full turnout gear for the honor of winning 
the Fastest Firehouse traveling trophy. This is a family-friendly event, so bring 
out the entire family for a morning of remembrance.

Register at T2TRUN.org
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter @t2tjeffcity or email us at 
jeffersoncity@tunnel2towers.org for 
more information.
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As you have seen in previous articles, I 
have spoke about things that are near 

to my heart, like peer support, and women 
in the fire service. In this article I am going 
to speak about firefighter cancer. Cancer is 
a leading cause of  death among firefighters, 
and research suggests firefighters are at 
higher risk of  certain types of  cancers when 
compared to the general population. 

According to previous NIOSH reports, 
firefighting settings are complex and contain 
various hazardous substances. Firefighters 
can be exposed to hundreds of  chemicals 
in the form of  gases, vapors, and particu-
lates. Some of  these chemical substances 
are known or suspected to cause cancer. 
Some of  these hazardous substances are 
byproducts of  combustion or burning, 
such as benzene and formaldehyde. Others 
come from the materials burning or in 
the fire debris, such as asbestos from older 
structures.

Firefighters can come into contact with 
chemicals by breathing them in, getting 
them on their skin or in their eyes, or 
ingesting them. If  protective clothing, known 
as turnout gear, is not adequately cleaned 
or stored after a fire response or training 
event, chemicals on the gear or equipment 
can contaminate vehicles and the fire station. 
Reusing dirty turnout gear or respiratory 
protection can also result in exposures to 
hazardous substances. These exposures can 

occur by skin contact with contaminated 
personal protective equipment (PPE) or 
by breathing in or ingesting particles from 
contaminated PPE.

As far as prevention, it is important for the 
fire service to educate its members about 
safe work practices. Effective training 
promotes sound work practices. Sound work 
practices are designed to reduce exposures to 
hazardous agents, which is key to reducing 
occupational illnesses, including cancer. 
Training should emphasize the proper use 
and care of  PPE and turnout gear and 
the proper use of  approved respiratory 
protection during all phases of  firefighting. 
Training that increases cancer awareness 
and physical well-being may encourage fire-
fighters to adopt work practices that lower 
their exposures to cancer-causing substances. 
It can also help promote healthier lifestyles 
that may also reduce their cancer risk and 
increase the use of  cancer screening tools.

Last year the National Volunteer Fire 
Council came out with the Lavender Ribbon 
Report. This report reported the best prac-
tices for preventing firefighter cancer. They 
stressed on 11 points and they are as follows.

 1.  Full protective equipment (PPE) must 
be worn throughout the entire incident, 
including SCBA during salvage and 
overhaul.

 2.  A second Nomex hood should be 
provided to all entry certified personnel 
in the department.

 3.  Following exiting from a structure fire, 
and while still on air, you should begin 
immediate gross decon of  PPE using 
soup water and a brush, if  weather 

conditions allow. PPE should then be 
placed into a sealed plastic bag and 
placed in a exterior compartment of  
your truck or if  responding POV place 
the gear in a large storage tote, thus 
keeping the off-gassing PPE away from 
passengers and yourself.

 4.  After completion of  gross decon 
procedures, and while still on scene, the 
exposed areas of  the body, neck, face, 
arms and hands should be wiped off 
immediately using wipes, which must be 
carried on all apparatus. Use the wipes 
to remove as much soot as possible from 
head, neck, jaw, throat, underarms and 
hands immediately.

 5.  Change your clothes and wash them 
after exposure to products of  combus-
tion or other contaminants. Do this as 
soon and isolate in a trash bag until 
washing is available.

 6.  Shower as soon as possible after being 
exposed to products of  combustion 
or other contaminants. Golden rule 
“Shower within the hour”

 7.  Your PPE especially turnout pants, 
must be prohibited in areas outside the 
apparatus floor, ie the kitchen, sleeping 
areas in the fire house, and never in the 
household.

 8.  Wipes, or soap and water, should also 
be used to decontaminate and clean 
apparatus seats, SCBA and interior 
crew regularly, especially after inci-
dents where personnel were exposed to 
products of  combustion.

 9.  Get an annual physical, as early detec-
tion is the key to survival.

 10.  Tobacco products of  any variety, 
including dip and e- cigarettes should 
never be used at anytime or on or off 
duty.

 11.  Make sure to filly document ALL fire or 
chemical exposures on incident reports 
and personal exposure reports.

As you can see there are many ways to 
protect our firefighters, we should practice 
what we preach and protect out personnel 
and their well-being.

If  the FFAM can be of  any assistance to you 
or your department, please reach out to us. 
I can be contacted at grant_oetting@yahoo.
com or 660-229-4525. If  I don’t answer, 
please leave a voicemail and I will be glad to 
return your call when I am available. Until 
next time, Be safe my brothers and sisters.

Grant Oetting

A Message From The 2nd VP Firefighter Cancer 
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CREW SAFETY DISCUSSION POINTS

DON’T PANIC. DON’T YANK THE WHEEL!
•  When dispatched to the scene consider the location of the 

incident and the best method for parking the rig:

  –  Multilane highway? On the driving lane or passing lane? 
Against the median or on the shoulder? Where will you 
park the rig?

  –  Down an embankment? Rural road?

  –  Bottom of a hill, where the terrain blocks the scene from 
the view of oncoming motorists?

•  Follow your local response policies. Request extra help if 
the scene is in a dangerous area or if it presents additional 
hazards.

•  Approach the scene slowly as it will most likely be populated 
with onlookers, citizens assisting the injured and victims in 
the roadway.

•  Park apparatus to protect the scene from traffic. 
Ambulances and personally owned vehicles should pull past 
the scene if possible. Generally, ambulances are for patient 
treatment and safety, and shouldn’t be used for advanced 
warning or blocking unless necessary.

•  Unless it’s necessary, do not walk across traffic lanes. 

•  Try your best to park apparatus before, at or past the 
incident, on the same side of the road.

•  If you’re first on the scene, give a radio size-up of the 
incident. Let inbound responders know what you see.

•  When you’re out of the rig perform a 360-degree walk-
around size-up. Don’t just focus in on a single patient or 
problem. Get the big picture. This includes:

  –  Confirming the number of vehicles involved;

  –  Number of patients requiring treatment;

  –  Entrapment;

  –  Special hazards or circumstances like hazardous materials, 
multi-casualty, water rescue, technical rescue or downed 
power lines.

FIRE DEPARTMENT TAILBOARD SAFETY TALK
Conduct a quick safety meeting with your crew! 

AUTO RESCUE SAFETY REVIEW
Extrication confirmed! Auto crash rescue scenes present hazards like fire, struck-by traffic, flying objects and 
overexertion injuries. This meeting is to discuss methods for controlling hazards encountered during auto rescues. 
Remember roadside work zones are some of the most dangerous operations in fire and EMS because of the many 
hazards. Refresh your crew’s safety knowledge about the hazards of vehicle rescue scenes. 

These advisory materials have been developed from national standards 
and sources believed to be reliable, however, no guarantee is made as 
to the sufficiency of the information contained in the material and the 
Firefighter Association of Missouri assumes no liability for its use. Advice 
about specific situations should be obtained from a safety professional. 
07/16/20 by MW

Find more safety information at www.mem-ins.com

•  Wear all personal protective equipment, including 
high-visibility garments, gloves and eye protection. 
Don a personal floatation device whenever 
responders could fall into deep or moving water.

•  Wear personal protective equipment when providing 
patient care inside the vehicle. This includes 
protection from body fluids and eye protection for 
flying glass and objects.

•  Provide fire protection in the form of a charged 
fire hose at operating pressure or a large ABC dry 
chemical extinguisher whenever the vehicle is still 
occupied or when a responder enters the car to 
perform rescue or treatment.

•  Protect rescuers and the victim beneath a protective 
blanket when flying objects like glass and plastic are 
encountered.

•  Don’t step into traffic. Scan before stepping out from 
around a truck or blind spot.

•  Stay clear of bridge guardrails. They’re only around 
33 to 36 inches in height. Unfortunately, responders 
have fallen over bridge guardrails.

•  Get plenty of help when lifting patients. Always have 
plenty of help when moving patients up and down 
embankments.

•  Use plenty of flood lighting. 

•  Block & set up traffic control safely and correctly.

•  Unnecessary personnel must stay clear of any aircraft 
landing zones. Observe from a distance.

Position apparatus to protect the rescuers, victims and scene. Use 
cones, high-visibility garments, and proper ppe ppeflagging.
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Please take a moment to recognize the 
61-firefighters which passed during 2021 

and previous years for causes other than 
line-of-duty-deaths. They are listed in alpha-
betical order by department.

The LODD names recognized in our May 
2022 service were included in the May-June 
article at least those finalized prior to the 
March 30th cut-off. There were several 
names involving COVID deaths that were 
not. There were 6-administrative determi-
nations just released but pending one more 
step in finalizing of  process. I hope we can 
provide a complete list to date by our next 
article. Brain Zinanni continues to work tire-
lessly through these extended and frequently 
extrapolated processes. Our apologies to 
those families which continue to wait due to 
a process outside of  Foundation control.

Thank you to our candlelight speaker 
and Saturday night Chaplin Dr. Ronald 
Baker, former Foundation Board Member/
Treasurer and our Sunday morning Keynote 
Speaker Fire Chief  Donna Lake, Kansas 

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Recognizing Those Who Have Passed

City Missouri Fire Department. Both 
presented very good and inspiring messages. 
For those attending or watching the live 
stream on Sunday morning we were just able 
to complete the service and put everything 
away 5-minutes before the first rain drop 
arrived. Good thing we started 15-minutes 
early and with that said, my apologies to 
anyone arriving or joining the live stream 
having already started.

We are for the most part pleased with the 
2022 revisions made on behalf  of  LODD 
family advocacy and process before and 
during both services. This continues as a 
work in progress for the next service. Also 
introduced for the first time was a new cere-
monial all brass LODD bell which will only 
be used for LODD recognition. 

Brian arranged for a special stand that can 
be rolled or carried as needed. Perhaps 
it was additionally symbolic that the first 
official 3-rings were given to a previously 
missed line of  duty name from 1908, 
Cornelius C. Crowley, St. Joseph, MO.

Hopefully most of  you that are on Facebook 
have checked out and “liked” our new 
Facebook page titled Fire Fighter Memorial 
Foundation of  Missouri and the website at 
ffam.org/memorial/ Please invite your 
friends to the page. Our description is “A 
place to honor and remember the service of  
Missouri Firefighters and reverently honor 
those who sacrificed their lives protecting 
Missouri citizens.”

We have a new online store which allows 
custom product shopping with your credit 
or debit card and direct to home shipping at 
any time vs. having to wait until fire school, 
convention or our May services. We now 
offer over a dozen different items plus hats 
and shirts, just two of  the items with options 
on 6-8 colors, 2-4 logo options and full 
range of  sizes. A challenge coin is also in the 
works. The online store is further detailed in 
the magazine, so check us out.

VISIT THE NEW ONLINE STORE 

MOFireFighterMemorial.myshopify.com
All proceeds support the Missouri Firefighter Memorial Foundation

FOLLOW US AT FACEBOOK.COM/MOFIREMEMORIAL/
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Recognizing Those Who Have Passed ERIC M THOMASON
September 27, 1998 • June 18, 2022

Eric Matthew Thomason, 23, 
of  Holden, Missouri passed 

away on June 18th, due to a fatal 
vehicle accident.

Born September 27th, 1998 to 
Mark and Delight Thomason 
in Warrensburg, Missouri. Eric 
grew up with siblings Tyler 
Bruns and Riley Thomason on 
the family farm. He found a 
natural aptitude with mechanics 
and nature. Eric graduated from 
Holden High in 2017 and was 
known for being an excellent 
athlete and sportsman.

Eric Thomason would most often be described as both a kind, gentle 
person and the life of  the party. Eric would describe himself  as a jack 
of  all trades master of  none. First and foremost was his partnership 
with Bailey Lohe. Eric and Bailey were high school sweethearts; and 
after dating for seven years, they married on July 10th, 2021. During 
their time together, they learned to navigate through life’s obstacles 
as they grew up. Eric was a skilled outdoorsman, often dedicating 
his time to introducing new hunters and fishers to nature on the 
farm. Eric could often be found training his Chocolate Labrador 
Ruger, they found joy in the yard as much as a duck blind. He was 
also a founding member of  the Winged Obsession outdoor media 
group. Eric regularly enjoyed riding his motorcycle and working on 
a multitude of  projects. One of  those projects was the restoration of  
his father’s 1989 Chevrolet Silverado, with his dad, Mark. With all 
his hobbies, spending time with family and friends was what he loved 
most. Whether it was swimming, watersports, hunting or just simply 
hanging out, Eric could always be found making someone’s day a 
bit more adventurous. Above all Eric would be known for his service 
before self. A dedicated member of  Johnson County Fire Protection 
District #2, Eric would leave his loved ones to save others and 
support his community. Eric’s impact extends beyond his family and 
friends. This loss will be felt community-wide and beyond.

Eric Thomason is survived by his loving wife Bailey Thomason: 
mother; Delight Thomason: mother and father in-law; Sara and 
Andy Lohe, sister-in-law Emma Lohe: siblings; Tyler Paul Bruns 
(Beccah), Riley Kate Thomason (Ethan Burton), and nieces: Luna 
and Violet Bruns and grandfather, Herb Thomason. Eric is preceded 
in death by his father Mark Lee Thomason and grandmother 
Margaret Ellen Thomason.

2022 SERVICE NAMES DEPARTMENT

Charlie J. Staats Boles Fire Protection District

Clyde R. Farmer, Jr. Bourbon Fire Protection District

John R. Hutson Cedar Hill, Boles and Eureka  Fire Protection District

Gary Eugene Kabler Cole Camp Fire Protection District

Harley Wayne Hyde Columbia Fire Dept/North Callaway FPD

Linda Jean Bennett Eleven Point Fire and Rescue

Anthony James Clark Fort Leonard Fire Department

Debra Lynn Gilmore Fort Osage Fire Protection District

Dennis Ray Gilmore Fort Osage Fire Protection District

Michael Patrick Ragan Fort Osage Fire Protection District

Jerry Douglas Lair Galt Fire Protection District

Reggie L. Grindstaff Galt Fire Protection District

Robert "Bob" Gott Galt Fire Protection District

Walter "Wally" Weiss Gerald-Rosebud Fire Protection District

Robert A. Ford Grandview Fire Department

Arthur B. Thaller Higginsville Fire Protection District

Brian David Rudy Hillsboro Fire Protection Dist/St. Louis Fire Department

Jerry McMillan Holts Summit Fire Protection District

Chad Bryan Sappenfield Independence Fire Department

John H. Hastings Kansas City Fire Department

Spencer Ray Hightower Kinloch Fire Department

Robert Howard Blackwell Kirkwood Fire Department

Matthew D. Shafer Lawson Fire-Rescue Protection Dist

Roy K. Gilbert Lincoln County Fire Protection District

Leland Allen Wagner Little Dixie Fire Protection District

Russell Eugene Wolfe Madison-West Monroe Fire Protection District

Dewey Eberhardt Maplewood, Brentwood, T/C and Affton

Marvin John Schwoeppe Marthasville Fire Protection District

Johnny Wayne Matney Missouri State Fire Marshal Office

Gerald "Jerry" DeWeese Monarch Fire Protection District

Jammie Lynn Lawmaster Mt. Vernon Fire Protection District

Guy Anton Shook New Bloomfield Fire Protection District

Kenneth G. Meyer New Haven-Berger Fire Protection District

Kenneth Maynard Wilding New Haven-Berger Fire Protection District

Ralph Earl Williams New Haven-Berger Fire Protection District

Robin Ray Fields New Haven-Berger Fire Protection District

Gary Wayne Evans Northeast R-4 Rural Fire Protection District

Floyd Lee Watkins Northeast Rural Fire Protection District

Mike Ballmann O'Fallon Fire Protection District

Robert "Bob" Stokes Oran Fire Protection District

Don Johannaber Paris Rural Fire Protection District

James Lee Cheatham Raytown Fire Protection District

Raymond Stoverink Richmond Heights Fire Department

Kevin Ray Skinner Scottland County-Memphis Fire Department

Joseph Earl McElyea South and Central Callaway Fire Protection District

Robert L. Schneider St. Peters and Central County Fire Protection District

Richard Herberholz Union Fire Protection District

William Harold Markgraf University City and Columbia Fire Department

Travis P. Evans Urich Volunteer Fire Department

Glenn R. Weaver Versailles Rural Fire. Protection District

Donald Eugene Chambers Vichy Volunteer Fire Department

Timothy Mark DeOrnellis Walnut Grove Fire Protection District

David Wayne Reynolds Warrenton Fire Protection District

Rodney William Reese Warrenton Fire Protection District

Robert F. Kohne Washington Volunteer Fire Company

John Anderson Webster Groves Fire Department

Billie Ray Nickelson Weingarten Volunteer Fire Department

Keith Charles Kronshage Wellington Napoleon Fire. Protection District

William Roy Barker Wellington Napoleon Fire. Protection District

William "Pete" Sherman Wentzville Fire Protection District

Lewis Laverne Callahan West Plains Fire Department

        Missouri Fire Service  
Funeral Assistance Team

     888-4911-HELP 

   mofirefuneral.org
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BRUSH 79 ADDED TO THE FLEET

The Western Taney County Fire 
District has placed a new brush truck 

in service. Several key items had to be 
addressed while designing this truck. It 
uses a standard four-door cab truck with 
a short bed. Has enough space to carry 
ALS medical gear inside a compartment. 
Is a capable brush truck with a 200-gallon 
tank, class A foam, and hand tools. It 
has low weight and the maintenance is 
“simple,” by having a hydraulic driven 
pump. It has a capable winch, not just for 

show. It is designed in such a way that it 
can be built by our shop. We now have 
Brush 79, a 2021 Ford F350 four-door, 
four wheel drive with a short bed, 120 
GPM Harrison Hydra-Gen hydraulic 
driven pump, with 200 gallons of  capacity.

Around 
 the State

CAPTAIN ADKISON RETIRES • WARRENSBURG FIRE DEPT

Captain Karl Adkison recently retired from the Warrensburg Fire 
Department after 34 years of  dedicated service to the citizens of  

Warrensburg.  After joining the department in 1988, he was promoted 
to the rank of  captain in November of  2006.  He served as a captain on 
the c-shift for over 15 years. 

Captain Adkison was instrumental in many projects around both fire 
stations.  If  something needed to be built or done around the station, 
he was ready.  Most recently he helped lead several additions to our 
training grounds at station 2, including a new roof  prop and SCBA 
confidence course.  He also served as a strong mentor and helped create 
strong new firefighters.  His leadership, 
dedication, and willingness to 
serve both the department and 
community will be missed.  

Captain, thank you 
for all that you have 
contributed to making 
the Warrensburg Fire 
Department better and our 
community safer.  All the 
best to you and your family 
in your retirement and next 
adventures!
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE
Local State Farm agent, Nancy Baca has 
a long history of demonstrating what it 
means to be a Good Neighbor by stepping 
up to help his/her community. On May 
15, 2022, Nancy Baca presented The Fire 
Fighters Historical Preservation Foundation 
of Missouri with a $10,000 grant from State 
Farm® as part of our Outstanding Community 
Engagement Program.

The Fire Fighters Historical Preservation 
Foundation of Missouri was selected by 
State Farm Agent Nancy Baca, as part of 
their recognition for being 1 of 100 agents 
nationwide who were nominated and 
selected for their outstanding community 
engagement.

“At State Farm, we are committed to helping 
build stronger communities,” says Agent 
Nancy Baca. “For me, it’s not enough to simply 
say we’re a Good Neighbor, we embrace the 
responsibility to make this community better 
by being a part of a solution.”

  “This donation means a lot to me and the 
Foundation. Our dream of preserving the 
rich history of the fire service in our great 
state of Missouri. State Farm Insurance 
generosity helps the dream become a reality. 
Thank you for your continued support.”

 Kenneth Hoover 
 Chief, Ret. And Foundation Board Member

ABOUT STATE FARM
For 100 years, the mission of State Farm has 
and continues to be to help people manage 
the risks of everyday life, recover from 
the unexpected, and realize their dreams. 
State Farm and its affiliates are the largest 
providers of auto and home insurance in the 
United States. Its 19,300 agents and nearly 
55,000 employees serve approximately 
86 million policies and accounts – which 
includes auto, fire, life, health, commercial 

policies and financial services accounts. 
Commercial auto insurance, along with 
coverage for renters, business owners, boats 
and motorcycles, is available. State Farm 
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
is the parent of the State Farm family of 
companies. State Farm is ranked No. 39 
on the 2021 Fortune 500 list of largest 
companies. For more information, please 
visit statefarm.com.

RJ Corona has been named Division 
Chief  of  Training and Safety for the 

Johnson County Fire Protection District. 
Corona moves into the position after 
previously serving as the Lieutenant in 
the District’s Station 10 and as an adjunct 
instructor for the Training and Safety 
Division. The promotion took effect today. 

Corona began his career with the District 
in 2012 as a Junior Firefighter. He was 
promoted to Firefighter in August 2013 and 
then to Lieutenant in Station 10 in August 
2017. Corona has also worked full-time as a 
firefighter with the City of  Warrensburg and 
Lee’s Summit. 

“Division Chief  
Corona exemplifies 
the professional 
development we 
have come to 
expect from our 

personnel,” said 
Fire Chief  Larry 

Jennings. “His dedication to develop his skills 
and advance his education and experience 
within the fire service is admirable and we 
are excited to have him lead the District’s 
instructors and safety programs.” 

Corona has an associate degree in Fire 
Science Technology, a bachelor’s degree in 
Fire Science Administration, and is currently 
completing coursework for a master’s degree 
in Homeland Security/Emergency Services 
Management. He has achieved certification 
as a Fire Fighter I and II, Fire Officer I and 
II, Fire Service Instructor I and II, Live Fire 
Training Evolutions – Instructor, Vehicle 
Rescue Technician, Hazardous Materials 
Operations and Awareness, and holds 
several National Incident Management 
System certifications. 

More information about the Johnson 
County Fire Protection District can be 
found online at jcfpd.net or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/johnsoncountyfpd.

RJ CORONA NAMED DIVISION CHIEF
By Johnson County Fire Protection District

Newly Promoted
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School bus participant briefing in Sikeston.

Johnson County Fire Protection District 
Training and Safety Division Captain 

Joe Jennings was presented with the Justin 
W. Stephan Public Service Award from the 
Executive Committee of  the American 
Legion Missouri Boys State, Inc. on 
Saturday, June 18, 2022 in St. Charles. 
Jennings was recognized for his tireless 
service to the state and community as well 
as to the Boys State program. His efforts 
exemplify the spirit of  Justin Stephan and his 
love for public service. 

The award, named after the late Justin W. 
Stephan of  Appleton City, is awarded to 
a Boys State staff member who recognizes 
the ideals of  Boys State by stepping into the 
arena and answering the call for service in 
their community. Stephan attended Missouri 
Boys State in 2000 before serving on the 
staff of  the program for 13 years. He was 
instrumental in transforming the program’s 
Legislative School into one of  the finest of  
its kind in the nation and was the founder 
of  the Sons of  American Legion Post 999. 
He was proud of  his hometown and serving 
his fellow citizens. He was elected mayor of  
Appleton City in 2012 at the age of  29 and 
passed away unexpectedly in 2013. 

Captain Jennings attended Missouri Boys 
State in 2007 from Warrensburg High 
School. He returned to the program as a 
staff member in 2008 and completed his 
fifteenth year on staff in 2022. Jennings 
was privileged to be under the tutelage 
of  Stephan for many years as a counselor 
in the Legislative School. Jennings has 
served in various roles during his time on 
the Boys State staff and he presently serves 
the program as an instructor in the Law 
Enforcement and Public Safety School. Like 
Stephan, he was a charter member of  Sons 
of  American Legion Post 999. 

Captain Jennings joined the Johnson County 
Fire Protection District in 2004 and has 
served in the District’s Training and Safety 
Division since 2011. He oversees and 
instructs the District’s Recruit Firefighter 
Training Program and the District’s adjunct 
instructors while also serving as the District’s 
Public Information Officer. During his 
tenure, he has instructed hundreds of  fire-
fighting personnel including students from 
local agencies and students from as far as 
Saudi Arabia. 

In addition to his duties with the District, 
Jennings is a member of  the Professional 
Fire and Fraud Investigators Association, 
National Information Officer Association, 
Johnson County Fire Investigation Unit 
(serving as the Unit’s Secretary), Fire 
Fighters Association of  Missouri (having 
served on three committees), Missouri Fire 
Service Funeral Assistance Team, and 
previously served on the Johnson County 
Emergency Services Board where he was 
elected in 2016 and served an extended term 
until June 2020. 

Jennings has a Masters Degree in College 
Student Personnel Administration from 
the University of  Central Missouri and a 
Bachelors Degree in Public Administration 
from Missouri State University. He holds 
Missouri certifications of  Firefighter I and 
II, Fire Investigator, Fire Service Instructor 
I, Hazardous Materials Awareness and 
Operations and numerous additional 
certifications. 

“Captain Jennings receiving this award from 
Missouri Boys State in recognition for his 
service to the community further exemplifies 
the dedication members of  the Fire District 
have, not only to our local community, but 
to various programs and organizations 
throughout the state,” said Fire Chief  Larry 
Jennings. 

Additionally, he has a full-time career in 
law enforcement where he serves as a police 
sergeant for a local law enforcement agency. 

More information about the Johnson 
County Fire Protection District can be 
found online at jcfpd.net or on Facebook 
at facebook.com/johnsoncountyfpd. 
Information on Missouri Boys State can be 
located at moboysstate.org.

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
By Johnson County Fire Protection District

Captain Joe Jennings Updates From District 12 

We all know that training is key to 
making what we do when the tones 

sound safer for everyone on the incident 
scene. How often do we train with our 
neighbors? The neighbors that we may have 
to call on for mutual aid or call us for mutual 
aid. Training together we learn from each 
other, what our capabilities are, learn what 
equipment is available, and get the chance to 
use the equipment we may not carry but our 
neighbors do and vice versa.
 
Sikeston DPS was given two school buses 
from the Sikeston Public Schools and invited 
their neighbors to join them on June 11 at 
a salvage yard to train together. Working 
together, they learned what extrication tools 
and techniques worked better on vehicles 
that, fortunately, don’t get involved in as 
many crashes as passenger vehicles. Only 
0.3% of  crashes involve buses and school 
vehicles (Grover, 2021).
 
If  you’ve never worked at opening up a 
school bus, the construction is different and 
tougher, to protect the precious cargo they 
carry. The joint training with Sikeston DPS, 
Morehouse Fire Department, Miner Fire 
Department, and Scott County Rural Fire 
Protection District allowed firefighters the 
opportunity to work together and learn the 
areas that can be accessed easily and those 
that require more work. They also learned 
how many people it takes to make access 
safely. A big shout out to the Sikeston Public 
Schools for their donation of  the buses and 
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School bus participant briefing in Sikeston.

TRAIN WITH NEIGHBOR DEPARTMENTS
By District 12 Director Rob Francis

to all of  the firefighters that took time out of  
their weekend to spend a hot day to work on 
skills to protect lives.
 
Cape Girardeau Fire Department brought 
National Rescue Consultants to Cape 
Girardeau to teach rapid intervention tech-
niques. Cape Girardeau Fire Department 
invited crews from Jackson Fire Department 
and Fruitland Area Fire Protection District 
to participate in the training. All three shift 
rotations worked together for two days each 
over a week, learning ways to get a downed 
firefighter to safety using ground ladders, 
RIT packs, webbing, and several other tools 
that are carried on the apparatus. There was 
also an evolution utilizing an aerial platform.
 
In speaking with one of  the instructors, he 
pointed out that in stressful situations, we 
lose our fine motor skills coupled with being 
in gear that restricts our movements. The 
techniques they teach give firefighters ways 
to overcome the loss of  dexterity and limited 
mobility while still being able to perform a 
successful rescue.
 
Watching a portion of  the hands-on training, 
crews that work the same shift rotations from 
three different organizations worked very 
well together. The building of  confidence 
in each other in a relatively short amount 
of  time was an awesome thing to see. Well 
done Cape Girardeau Fire Department in 
bringing in a training program that focused 
on saving our own.

North Cape County Fire Protection District 
and Fruitland Area Fire Protection District 
have been training together in an acquired 
structure. 

This opportunity has allowed both districts 
to work together on searching in limited 
conditions using limited openings to gain 
access and egress. With the assistance of  the 
Jackson Fire Department, firefighters also 
used water cans to extinguish small fires that 
were confined to small areas in a room.
 

Later this month more joint trainings have 
been set up with Cape Girardeau Fire 
Department, Jackson Fire Department, and 
Fruitland Area Fire Protection District in 
drafting water, relay pumping, and supplying 
aerial devices. Until next time, stay safe out 
there, and thank you for what you do for 
your communities.

Updates From District 12 

First-floor bailout and transition.

Second Floor bailout in Cape Girardeau.

Search drills during North Cape County 
and Fruitland Area Fire Protection Districts
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Today has been hot while working on this 
article. The pager has had a workout 

with heat-related calls as I mentioned in the 
other article. I hope everyone is taking care 
of  themselves and drinking the proper fluids 
to stay hydrated and doing their best to stay 
cool. I’m afraid the dog days of  August will 
be biting us this year. The extended forecast 
and many of  the weather professionals 
stated that it will be a very hot month so we 
may be busier this year.

But before we can talk about the fair, we 
need to address some issues at the firehouse. 
This will be our 60th year serving the great 
state of  Missouri and the State Fair and 
the station is tired and needs some help to 
make her look her best. We have some work 
details scheduled. June 24-26, July 29-31, and 
August 5-7, which is also the Board meeting 
weekend. If  you can help us make the station 
shine for the 60th Anniversary please come 
because together everyone achieves more.

Some changes are in place for the fair which 
will be addressed in your letter of  accep-
tance if  you applied to attend this year. 

To the members, I want to say thank you 
before the fair starts. If  it wasn’t for your 
time, dedication, and loyalty to the Missouri 
State Fair Volunteer Fire Department and 
the FFAM we could not function or serve 
the great state of  Missouri or the State 
Fair patrons. To all the members that are 
working very hard to make all this happen 
by acquiring equipment from departments, 
districts, and vendors, without the donations, 
we could not function. Thank you! I want 
you to know each one of  you has my heart-
felt thanks and appreciation. There’s no I in 
“team,” and we are a team. A well-versed, 
oiled, smooth-running team as I have 
mentioned many times, TEAM. Together 
Everyone Achieves More. So here is some-
thing to ponder on during our adventure at 
the State Fair.

SMALL TACTICS FOR A BIG 
FIREFIGHTER MORALE BOOST

DISCIPLINE 
Instead of  dealing with disciplinary issues, 
they often get brushed under the rug, which 
kills morale as other firefighters wonder 

why they put in 
so much effort 
to do a great 
job. Standards 
must be set 
and everyone 
must be held 
accountable for 
those standards. 
Proper mento-
ring, training and 
coaching will alleviate the need for a lot of  
discipline, but there is always going to be 
someone who pushes the limits and messes 
up. That person needs to be disciplined.

PASSION, HUMOR AND FUN
Firefighters want leaders who show passion 
and purpose for their jobs and in the 
process, also have some fun. This will also 
help prevent burnout, as those who focus on 
all the things that are wrong with their jobs 
miss the opportunities to see all the things 
that are right. This type of  negativity will 
hurt morale.

SENSE OF INTEGRITY
Morale will take a rapid decline when integ-
rity is breached. Always follow through with 
commitments! Broken promises not only 
deteriorate morale but also set up a pattern 
of  distrust among the firefighters. If  you ever 
do breach integrity, take full responsibility 
for it, show humility and demonstrate a long 
pattern of  changed behavior.

COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPARENCY
The communication issue is prevalent in 
every fire service organization. There is a 
massive hoarding of  information going on. 
While all information cannot be shared, 
you can certainly be as transparent as 
possible and communicate effectively as to 
why certain information cannot be shared. 
Information that can be shared needs to 
free-flow throughout the chain of  command.

MENTORS AND ROLE MODELS
Firefighters expect strong mentorship. Many 
firefighters feel there is a lack of  strong role-
model examples in their department and 
a lack of  leaders who recognize what true 
leadership is. 

To the old-timers and the brand-new, I 
hope this will be an enjoyable fair, filled with 
adventure, fun, education, and friendship. 
Thank you again and see ya soon.

FROM THE PEN OF THE CHIEF
By Robert “R.B.” Brown, Fire Chief, Missouri State Fair Volunteer FD

Together Everyone Achieves More

CELEBRATION AND MEAL
Anyone who has served with the depart-
ment, past and present is invited to attend 
a 60th celebration and meal on August 
13, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. at the Missouri 
State Fair Volunteer Fire Department in 
Sedalia. Families welcome!

This is Emergency Services Day at the fair. 
All emergency service personnel receive 
free fair admission with a department ID.

60 FOR $60 CHALLENGE
All the members of  the MSFVFD who 
have served over the years, or anyone 
wanting to recognize the MSFVFD is 
challenged to donate $60.

Funds raised will be presented to the 
Fire Fighters Memorial Foundation to 
reach their goal to finish the Education 
and Historical Preservation Center in 
Kingdom City.

THE MISSOURI STATE FAIR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
IS CELEBRATING ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY!

DONATIONS
Mail to:
Larry Eggen
139 NW OO Hwy
Warrensburg, MO 64093

Checks make payable to:
Fire Fighters Memorial Foundation
Memo: 60 for 60
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www.sentineles.comJOB OPENING

INTER CITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

The Inter City Fire Protection District 
is accepting applications for full-time 
and part-time and volunteer positions. 
Paramedic, EMT, and Firefighter posi-
tions are available. Contact Chief  Jewell 
for further information at 816-918-3082.

MISSOURI STATE FAIR FIRE DEPARTMENT
By Public Information Officer Larry Eggen

W we are celebrating 60 years of  service 
to the State of  Missouri providing fire 

protection, EMS services, public relations, 
and education for the state fair. We will 
celebrate on Saturday, August 13th with 
a dinner at 5:00 p.m., and a presentation 
to the FFAM for sponsoring the depart-
ment and having the forethought to start 
this fire department.  It is the only known 
department that forms and functions for 
eleven days a year during an event. We ask 
for all FFAM members that have served to 

come and enjoy free admission to the fair-
grounds on Saturday with a fire department 
identification. 

If  you have never served, we invite you to 
sign up for a day or the entire fair and see 
what happens at the Missouri State Fair Fire 
Department. While the deadline for 2022 
has passed, the 2023 application period 
will be announced on our Facebook page 
and in the magazine so watch for it!  We 
attend events and run calls as needed on 

the fairgrounds for the duration of  the fair. 
We are in service for calls and can use your 
assistance.  We are also asking for donations 
for a fundraising campaign to help finish 
the Educational and Historical Preservation 
Center alongside the memorial and would 
ask you to consider a donation of  $60 or 
more to help with this cause. You can find 
the details on the opposite page. We look 
forward to seeing you at the fair.

Help Us Celebrate 60 Years
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UMBRELLA INSURANCE TO COVER FOR THE UNEXPECTED
Anyone can file a suit for just about anything. 
The sad fact is that you could be sued 
because someone tripped at your home or 
apartment, your dog bit someone, your child 
hit a foul ball that hit a spectator or another 
player, or someone got hurt jumping on 
your backyard trampoline. Without enough 
liability protection, you could be in real 
financial danger.

That’s why you should consider an excess 
liability insurance policy, also known as an 
umbrella.

There are some misconceptions about 
umbrellas, such as:
 1.  Only high earners and those with a lot of 

assets need one
 2.  Your homeowners or renters liability 

coverage is enough
 3.  They cost too much

Financial experts advise that as long as you 
can earn a livelihood, you should have an 
umbrella liability policy. Most recommend 
having at least $1 million to provide liability 
coverage beyond the limits of your auto and 
homeowners insurance policies, even if you 
have less than $1 million in assets. That’s 

because if you lose a lawsuit, you could be 
forced to pay a legal judgment from your 
current assets (your home, bank accounts 
and some investments), and even from future 
earnings. It does happen, especially if the 
injury is serious.

In addition, the defense costs for lawsuits 
can be overwhelming. An excess liability 
policy helps pay for the costs to defend 
yourself.

California Casualty offers personal umbrella 
policies underwritten by RLI, a leading 
niche provider. The reality of an unforeseen 
accident is very real and can result in a large 
lawsuit that could easily cost $1 million or 
more. A personal umbrella may also cover 
you for a libel and slander lawsuit, or a 
disparaging social media post.

Still not convinced? If you answer yes to any 
of the following questions, you may want to 
consider purchasing an umbrella policy: 
 •  Are you a high wage earner?
 •  Do you own more than one property?
 •  Do you have a vacation home or rental 

property?
 •  Do you have a pet dog?

 •  Do you have a swimming pool, 
trampoline or play equipment in your 
yard?

 •  Do you own a boat or other recreational 
vehicles?

 •  Do you have inexperienced drivers in 
your household

Investing today in a personal umbrella policy 
will provide you and your family with excess 
coverage above your basic homeowners 
or renters liability. For example, if you have 
liability limits of $500,000, a personal 
umbrella can provide an additional $1 million 
of protection, for as little as $150 to $300 
per year. Depending on your insurance 
needs, you may be able to purchase $2 
million, $3 million or up to $5 million of 
excess liability coverage.

Accidents happen every day. But you can be 
prepared. Call 833-989-3579 today to speak 
with an advisor about protecting yourself, 
your family and your assets, or visit www.
calcas.com/personal-umbrella. Call 833-989-
3579 or visit www.readyforquote.com/
Katelyn today to speak with an advisor.

ABOUT CALIFORNIA CASUALTY:
Headquartered in San Mateo, CA, with Service Centers in Arizona, Colorado and Kansas, California Casualty provides auto and home insurance to 
educators, higher education employees, firefighters, law enforcement, nurses and United MileagePlus members across the country. To learn more 
about California Casualty, or to request an auto insurance quote, please visit www.readyforquote.com/katelyn or call 1.833.989.3579

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT AT  
THE NEXT SUMMER FIRE SCHOOL

TAKE THE 
SURVEY

or visit:
bit.ly/SFS-Survey

SCAN CODE WITH PHONE

SAVE THE DATE
MISSOURI EMERGENCY SERVICES 
INSTRUCTOR CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 4-6 • LAKE OZARK, MISSOURI 

DATE     COURSE                                                                                                                    LOCATION                               CONTACT                     PHONE

7/28 Incident Command for Highrise Operations Cape Girardeau Matt Mittrucker 573-339-6330

7/30 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Wright City Kyle Creech 760-686-4687

8/2 Fire Service Instructor I (Blended) Trenton Jonathan Summers 660-35-5552

8/7 Exterior Live Fire Skills Kennett Paul Spain 573-717-6442

8/28 Emergency Services UTV/ATV Safety Jackson Robbie Greif 573-243-1010

Upcoming MU FRTI Classes • For Details and Complete Schedule Visit: MUFRTI.org

Find Out More Online:

MUFRTI.ORG
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FIRST RESPONDERS! GET AWAY FROM IT ALL WITH CALIFORNIA CASUALTY’S 
WORK HARD/PLAY HARD “$10,000 CAMPING” GIVEAWAY
California Casualty wants to thank the 
Firefighters Association of Missouri first 
responders for all that they do, including 
the seemingly impossible efforts needed to 
overcome the challenges of recent times, 
California Casualty launches its 2022 Work 
Hard/Play Hard “$10,000 Camping” giveaway.

The contest invites all interested firefighters, 
EMTs and law enforcement to enter to win 
$10,000 to purchase outdoor gear that lets 
them disconnect from the hectic, fast-paced 
daily grind and reconnect with friends, family 
and nature. It’s a prize intended to give one 
lucky first responder the funds needed to 
have the peaceful, restful, outdoor quality 
time they all deserve.

Firefighters, EMTs and Law Enforcement 
officers can enter at www.policefiregiveaway.
com/rm. The deadline to enter is November 
18, 2022.

“First responders do the hard work keeping 
our communities safe,” said California 
Casualty Sr. Vice President Mike McCormick. 
“We owe the dedicated professionals who 
protect our communities this thank you for 
all that they do.” 

Previous Work Hard/Play Hard sweepstakes 
from California Casualty have awarded 
public safety personnel ATVs, DeWalt Tools, 
motorcycles, and cash. Past winners include 
an Oregon Police Officer, Colorado Sheriff’s 

Captain, Firefighters from California, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon and Pennsylvania, 
and California Peace Officers.

Founded in 1914 and headquartered in San 
Mateo, California with service centers in 
Arizona, Colorado and Kansas, California 
Casualty provides public safety employees 
and volunteers across the country auto and 
home insurance with special rates, generous 
discounts and unique benefits not available 
to the general public. Learn more about 
California Casualty at www.calcas.com or call 
1.800.800.9410.

Receive a FREE $25 AMAZON GIFT CARD  
just for getting your no-obligation auto insurance quote.

Visit ForOurFirefighters.com 
or call 1-866-268-1754 

CA Lic#0041343   ©2022 CCMC   Insurance not available in AK, HI, MA, MI, NY, WI. Coverages described are 
subject to availability and eligibility. Gift card offer not available in AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, NC, ND, MD, MS, SC, TN, TX, 
UT and WV. Amazon.com is not a sponsor of this promotion.  Restrictions apply. See website for complete details.

WHO PROTECTS  
MEMBERS  
LIKE YOU? 

We believe that our unique program has everything firefighters could look for in auto and home insurance, 
with exclusive benefits not available to the general public, and at a value that surpasses all others.

®



Johnson County Fire Protection District 
(JCFPD) Fire Chief  Larry W. Jennings 

has successfully completed the process that 
awards the professional designation of  Chief  
Fire Officer (CFO). The Commission on 
Professional Credentialing (CPC) met on 
February 1, 2022, to confer the designation. 
Jennings becomes one of  only 1,612 CFOs 
worldwide. 

The designation program is a voluntary 
program designed to recognize individuals 
who demonstrate their excellence in seven 
measured components including experi-
ence, education, professional development, 
professional contributions, association 
membership, community involvement 
and technical competence. In addition, all 
applicants are required to identify a future 
professional development plan. 

The CFO designation program uses a 
comprehensive peer review model to 
evaluate candidates seeking the creden-
tial. The Commission on Professional 
Credentialing (CPC) awards the designation 
only after an individual successfully meets 
all of  the organization’s stringent criteria. 
Achieving this designation signifies Chief  
Jennings’ commitment to his career in the 
fire and emergency services. 

Jennings, a Warrensburg native, began his 
career in the fire service in June 1976 and 
was an original member of  the JCFPD when 
the District formed in January 1979. He has 
served the JCFPD as Fire Chief  since 1996 
and assumed the role as a career in 2007. 
Jennings currently serves as the President of  
the Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri, 
which has over 7,500 members from over 
350 fire, emergency medical, and emer-
gency communication agencies from across 
all of  Missouri, and serves on the Board of  
Directors for the Professional Fire and Fraud 
Investigators Association. 

This professional designation is valid for 
three years. Maintaining the designation 
requires recipients to show continued growth 
in the areas of  professional development, 
professional contributions, active association 
membership and community involvement as 
well as adhere to a strict code of  professional 
conduct. 

The Commission on Professional 
Credentialing, an entity of  the Center for 
Public Safety Excellence, Inc., (CPSE) admin-
isters the Designation Program. The CPC 
consists of  individuals from academia, federal 
and local government, and the fire and emer-
gency medical services profession. To learn 
more about CPC, visit www.cpse.org.

DESIGNATION PROCESS COMPLETE
By Johnson County Fire Protection District

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED

By Scholarship Committee 
Chariman Larry Eggen

The FFAM Scholarship Committee is 
excited to announce the 2022 scholar-

ship award recipients.

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Lucas Pilgrim of  Napoleon, Missouri plans to 
attend North Central Missouri College and 
study EMT Paramedic Management AAS. 
Lucas is currently employed at Fort Osage 
Fire Protection District as a fire specialist and 
paramedic.

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
Makayla Bohart, a graduate of  South Holt 
R-1 of  Oregon, Missouri plans to enroll at 
Northwest Missouri State University and 
major in nursing. Kent Bohart is a member 
of  the Southern Fire Protection District of  
Holt County.

Kaylin Cotton a graduate of  South Holt 
R-1 of  Oregon, Missouri plans to enroll 
at UMKC in Kansas City and major in 
psychology. Troy Cotton is a member of  the 
Southern Holt Fire Protection District of  
Holt County.

Shelby Kennemore, a graduate of  Mexico 
High School plans to attend Central 
Christian College of  the Bible or MACC and 
major in education. Grandpa Steve Nichols 
and Uncle Scott Nichols are members of  the 
Little Dixie Fire Protection District.

Cecilia Thomas, a graduate of  Benton 
County R-1 High School in Cole Camp, 
Missouri plans to attend Missouri State 
University and major in animation. Jeremiah 
and Barb Crider are members of  Cole Camp 
Rural Fire Protection District.

We congratulate the 
winners and wish 

them the best of  
luck in their 

education.
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Call Feld Fire for a demo of the new 3M Scott C5 Vision! 

The new face of firefighting.  
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with E-Z Flo C5 Regulator.
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with Radio Direct Interface.

See more.  
Wider field of view helps to improve situational awarness.

Hear what matters.
Bone conduction headphone for clear incoming radio communications.

Breathe easier. 
New regulator design provides improved breathing performance.
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