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Spring appears to be making a valiant 
effort to take root in our state and beat 

back the winter blahs. Each spring, we 
emerge from our winter hide-outs and hit 
the ground running to squeeze as many 
activities into our schedules as possible.

There are many FFAM related activities 
slated and many opportunities to get out 
and represent not only your home agency 
but the FFAM also. As your President, I had 
the privilege of  sitting on a discussion panel 
at the final classroom session and gradua-
tion of  the most recent Fire Service Leadership 
Enhancement Program in March. This unique 
program is designed to specifically prepare 
fire and emergency service leaders for the 
opportunities and challenges facing us today 
and in the future. It was certainly refreshing 
to interact with current and future leaders 
as they worked together to improve not only 
themselves but the Missouri fire service in 
general. Look for future offerings of  this 
program and take the opportunity to better 
prepare yourself  by attending.

I also had the privilege of  attending the 
2022 Fire Fighter Day at the Capitol in April 
along with many of  you. The event was 
well attended by fire service personnel 
from across the state. It provided an oppor-
tunity to visit face to face with not only 
Senators and Representatives but also the 
Governor, Lt. Governor and the Director 
of  the Department of  Public Safety. These 
individuals recognized the importance of  
the Missouri fire service and recognized 
the contributions made by each member 
throughout the state. If  you did not have the 
opportunity to attend or have never attended 
in the past watch for the announcement for 
next year’s event and attend. The presence 
we have as a united front does not go unno-
ticed by the elected officials and keeps us in 
touch with those that help us achieve our 
mission.

Fire Fighter Day at the Capitol was also 
a platform to help celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of  the creation of  the Division 
of  Fire Safety – State Fire Marshal’s Office. 
A large contingent of  current and former 

employees were present for the event along 
with two of  the original seven employees 
when the Division was created. It was 
good seeing old colleagues and reminiscing 
about days gone by and debating what the 
future will hold for the Division. If  you have 
the opportunity, drop the Division a note 
congratulating them on this milestone.

As you are no doubt aware the Missouri 
State Fair is just around the corner and once 
again the FFAM will be providing the fire 
and ems services on the fairgrounds. If  you 
signed up to work, it will be a rewarding 
experience where you not only will be able 
to serve the visitors to the fair you will 
make connections with fellow department 
personnel that likely will remain a part of  
your life for years to come. 

This formation of  the unique eleven day per 
year Missouri State Fair Fire Department 
is the 60th such occurrence. To celebrate 
the 60th anniversary a campaign has been 
started to have past and current members 
participate in the “60 for 60” program. 
Please donate $60 in honor of  the State Fair 
Fire Department which will then be gifted to 
help complete the museum at the memorial 
in Kingdom City. Checks made out to Fire 
Fighters Memorial Foundation with the 
memo of  “60 for 60” should be forwarded 
to Larry Eggen at 138 NW OO Hwy, 
Warrensburg, MO 64093.

By the time most of  you are reading this 
edition, the 2022 convention and annual 
meeting will have occurred in Washington. 

Hopefully you had the opportunity to attend 
and share time gaining knowledge and 
networking with new and old acquaintances. 
More information from the convention/
annual meeting will be available in the next 
magazine edition.

Also, when you receive this edition the 
annual memorial service will have taken 
place. This is always a solemn occasion for 
us to honor those that have gone before us 
in the fire service in Missouri. Again, I hope 
you were able to join us and additional infor-
mation will be in the next magazine edition.

I am sure each of  you has a full agenda of  
local events, family gatherings, vacations and 
other similar items that will keep you busy all 
summer. As you participate in these activities 
remember you are always an ambassador 
for the FFAM and the Missouri fire service. 
Promote membership in the organization at 
every opportunity and share your Missouri 
experiences with members of  the fire service 
you may encounter while visiting out of  
state. The Missouri fire service is a proud 
institution that has worked tirelessly to make 
improvements aimed at protecting our 
citizens and visitors, but just as importantly 
making sure we each perform our assign-
ments safely and return from every call.

As always the entire Board of  Directors 
is here to serve you, our membership, so 
do not hesitate to contact any member of  
the Board to provide assistance or perhaps 
guidance. Please be safe in all you do and 
thank you again for your service!

President’s Remarks

Larry Jennings

Greetings All!



I begin this article with, a ‘Thank you,’ 
to our Missouri fire service who took 

time out of  your busy schedule to attend 
Firefighters Day at the Capitol. It was rewarding 
to be able to meet in person, shake hands, 
hug necks and have real in-person conversa-
tions. I appreciate Governor Parson taking 
the time to come and address us, along with 
Lt. Governor Kehoe, Senator Rowden, 
Representative Roden, Missouri Department 
of  Public Safety Director Karsten, St. 
Louis Firefighter Elizabeth McCormick, 
Deputy Chief  Guadamuz, Assistant State 
Fire Marshal Matt Luetkemeyer, our thir-
teenth-floor staff, and Photographer Gail 
Hagans for each of  their roles to make this a 
successful event. We look forward to hosting 
it again next year, good Lord willing.

It was humbling and an honor, as the state 
fire marshal to have the Division of  Fire 
Safety team present to help kick off our 50th 
Anniversary celebration. We were honored 
to have three of  our previous state fire 
marshals, Bill Farr, Randy Cole, and Greg 
Carrell in attendance along with several 
former Division of  Fire Safety employees. 
It was extremely special to have Fire Chief  
Richard “Smoky” Dyer and Rich Lehmann 
who were two original fire investigators to 
be hired on June 23rd, 1972, when the state 
fire marshal’s office was established. We look 
forward to carrying on the high standard 
of  professional services our predecessors 
established for the next 50 years. We plan on 
having a casual gathering in late June here in 
Jefferson City. Stay tuned for the date, time 
and location.

Fire Marshal’s Update

Tim Bean

Greetings from the 13th Floor

I need to address conversations that have 
been discussed across our Missouri fire 
service about the 36-hour basic firefighter 
class that has been in existence and taught 
all over the state for years. As an instructor, I 
have taught this basic class at least 25 times 
over the years. As a matter of  fact while at 
West Plains Fire Department, we would 
teach this class to our whole department 
every year. I absolutely believe any firefighter 
should take Basic Fire Fighter along with 
Hazardous Materials Awareness early in their 
career. The knowledge and skills learned in 
this basic class will stay with you your entire 
fire career in my opinion.

Basic Fire Fighter was established under 
NFPA 1001 Standard for Fire Fighter Professional 
Qualifications. NFPA 1001 had an update in 
2019. We had several complaints about the 
class needing an update. We at the Division 
did not have the manpower with all of  our 
other responsibilities to rewrite the class. We 
had a conversation with the MU Fire and 
Rescue Training Institute (MU FRTI) who 
agreed to take the task on and rewrite the 
class. This was completed by MU FRTI in the 
fall of  2021, a train-the-trainer was completed 
and is now available for delivery. The MU 
FRTI class is titled Introduction to the Fire Service. 

Now about funding for the 36-hour Basic 
Fire Fighter course. Two years ago the State 
of  Missouri implemented a new process on 
how we award our fire education funds to 
the training partners who provide training 
to our Missouri fire service. Each class has 
to have a Request for Proposal (RFP) within 

the state system to be awarded funding to be 
taught. Due to Basic Fire Fighter not being up 
to standard, after RFPs were awarded, we 
removed it from the request list. 

The present contracts for state-funded 
firefighter classes expire in August 2023. 
With Basic Fire Fighter being updated it will 
become eligible to be added to the next RFP 
contact cycle. I am excited for this to come 
to fruition. Our volunteer fire departments 
will be able to once again get the entry-level 
minimum training to keep them safe and 
returning home at no cost.

I hope I explained how and what is going 
on with the basic firefighter’s class presently. 
I will add if  your department has funding 
you can contact MU FRTI and get the class 
brought to your agency.

In closing, I hope I will see you at our yearly 
fallen firefighter’s candlelight and memorial 
services on May 14th and 15th in Kingdom 
City. Come and support our survivor’s 
families and your state firefighter memorial. 
Thank you each for everything you do 
wherever you are. I appreciate you! Contact 
me if  there is anything I can help you or 
your department with. May God continue to 
watch over you!



6 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  May - June 2022

One of  the most identifiable symbols 
of  the United States fire service is 

the Maltese cross or sometimes called 
the Firefighter’s cross. Though it may be 
thought of  as a universal symbol of  the fire 
service, it is uniquely interconnected to the 
U.S. fire service. How this graphic symbol 
became a prominent representation of  
America’s fire service and the principles it 
represents is another remarkable part of  fire 
service history.

Despite its prominence, the current Maltese 
cross has a somewhat mysterious history or 
origin. Many fire departments’ or fire orga-
nizations’ websites list some brief  annotated 
history of  how the Maltese cross came to 
represent the fire service. In reviewing these 
stories most seem to be a repeat of  an oral 
tradition that has been passed around in the 
fire service. Though there is some rationale 
for parts of  the history related to this oral 
tradition, there is much more to the story 
along with some differences in interpretation 
regarding the Maltese cross.

We will find some of  the roots of  the 
Maltese cross may be related to knights and 
military lineage. It has been said that the 
fire service itself  is similar to the military. 
The International Fire Service Training 
Association (IFSTA) describes the fire service 
as a “paramilitary organization because 
its organizational characteristics closely 
resemble those found in the military.”1 
Among these characteristics, IFSTA lists: “a 
command structure; ranks to define posi-
tions; and uniforms, badges, and symbols.”2 
As a paramilitary organization, the fire 
service has its own culture that is based on 
history and traditions. As we have seen in 
the previous history articles in this series, 
traditions and culture have played a signif-
icant role in propagating operational and 
equipment changes in the fire service. This 
also helps drive beliefs and oral traditions. 

One of  these traditions is the “Maltese cross 
on uniforms and equipment.”3

In this article, we will be examining some 
religious and cultural history related to 
firefighting and the remarkable metamor-
phosis and adoption of  the Maltese cross as 
a symbol of  the American fire service.

DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY  
OF SYMBOLIC CROSSES
First, we need to have some understanding 
of  the definitions and origins of  the various 
types of  crosses that will be discussed from a 
religious and historical perspective. We will 
be looking at five different versions.

According to Britannica, “there are four 
basic types of  iconographic representations 
of  the [religious] cross.”4 Two of  these are 
more commonly seen, the “crux quadrata” 
(Latin for Greek cross) bears a design 
composed of  a horizontal and vertical bar 
crossed at the center at 90 degrees producing 
four arms of  equal lengths. The other is the 
“crux immissa” (Latin for Latin cross) which 
is also of  a horizontal bar and vertical bar 
crossed design, but “whose base stem or arm 
is longer than the other three arms.”5 For a 
visual reference of  these and the following 
crosses see the accompanying depictions of  
crosses. A note of  reference, all crosses could 
also be embellished in art and form, the ones 
shown are basic drawings.

In researching the fire service cross or Maltese 
cross, three different cross designs are consis-
tently referenced. These are the Maltese cross, 
the cross pattee, and the cross formee.

The cross pattee is French for “la croix 
pattée, it translates to footed cross”. It is 
described as a cross with “non-indented ends, 
but their broadness and narrowness towards 
the center can vary. Some flare in a straight 
line, while others feature a curvy shape. Also, 

some variations might feature triangular 
arms that come close to filling the square.”6

The cross formee, coming from French or 
earlier Latin (formare) origin, and is defined 
as “of  a heraldic cross.”7 It is described as 
an equal-armed cross with arms narrow at 
the center and wider at the ends.”8 Though 
it is sometimes mentioned separately, its 
design and description are very similar to the 
cross pattee. From one perspective, it could 
be used to describe all the later variants of  
the original St. John/Maltese cross and the 
cross pattee as those being the former in 
the lineage and all changes and embellished 
crosses stemming from them.

So what is the original Maltese cross? As will 
be explained later in the article, a distinctive 
cross was used to identify Christian knights 
in armor on the battlefield. Starting with 
the Christian cross various orders of  knights 
looked to develop distinctive crosses of  their 
own. The Order of  the Knights of  St. John 
first came into prominence in the medieval 
world sanctioned by the Pope to protect 
travelers. Eventually, they transitioned 
from a hospice role to a hospital (medical) 
mission and become the hospitallers and 
then finally transitioned into the Knights of  
Malta. Their emblem or symbol was a cross 
made up of  four long narrow arrowheads 
or sometimes called spear points, with the 
points turned inward to the center forming 
a cross. Following the design of  the crux 
quadrata (Greek cross), the four arms of  
the cross formed by the arrowheads were of  
equal lengths. The National Fire Protection 
Association’s (NFPA) book, Fire Terms, A 
Guide To Their Meaning and Use, published 
in 1980, defines the Maltese cross as “the 
8-pointed heraldic symbol of  the fire service, 
worn as a badge by most firefighters, and 
derived from the cross of  the Knights of  
Malta.”9 The accompanying illustration in 
the book resembles the St. John’s cross. The 

THE MALTESE CROSS
By David E. Hedrick, Fire Service Director (RET)

Crux Quadrata • Greek Cross Crux Immissa • Latin Cross Cross Pattee

A Historical Symbol of the American Fire Service
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true Maltese cross is not the cross shape we 
normally see today in fire service emblems.

FIRE SERVICE MALTESE CROSS
Today when the fire service refers to a 
Maltese cross it is the uniquely American 
design version that is also sometimes called 
the Firefighters’ cross. It is similar to other 
historic cross symbols in that it has four arms 
of  the cross with eight points, but differs in 
having a curved arch between the points.10 
The arms of  the cross are equal in length 
(based on the Greek cross), and each arm 
is wide at the outside or top and narrows 
toward the center.11 In reality, this feature is 
more distinctive of  the cross pattee than the 
Maltese cross.12 However, not all fire service 
crosses used as emblems or patches have a 
curved arch, some may be a straight line 
between points. Regarding the curved arch 
between the points, oral tradition has it that 
rounded edges or the “bump” on the ends 
of  the cross represent unfolded angel wings. 
This feature represents the concept of  both 
the angels that protect the firefighters in their 
dangerous service, as well as depicts the fire-
fighters as saving angels to the citizens in their 
efforts to protect them from fires and disas-
ters. For a visual representation of  one of  the 
more common examples of  a Firefighters/
Maltese Cross see the accompanying graphic.

So where did it all begin and what is the 
history of  the development of  this symbol?

IT BEGAN WITH A CROSS
In this historical investigation of  the origins 
of  the fire service’s Maltese cross, we need to 
review the historic and religious significance 
of  the cross. This article will not delve into 
depth on religious theology, but we do need 
to briefly review the religious aspects of  the 
cross in history. Especially for those who 
slept through school history class or religious 
education during worship services.

According to scholars, the image of  a cross 
was used by primitive people throughout 
pre and early history. The cross shape was 
held by many to be a symbol of  the tree of  
life. It developed a negative connotation 
during Roman times as a means of  execu-
tion through crucifixion. However, through 
the accounts of  the four Gospels in the Bible 
over time the cross has become a prominent 
symbol to represent the Christian religion. 
The Encyclopedia Britannica defines the 
cross, as “the principal symbol of  the 
Christian religion, recalling the Crucifixion 
of  Jesus Christ and the redeeming benefits 
of  his Passion and death. The cross is thus a 
sign both of  Christ himself  and of  the faith 
of  Christians.”13

As we have already covered, there are two 
more commonly seen religious crosses, “the 
crux quadrata, or Greek cross, with four 
equal arms; [and] the crux immissa, or Latin 
cross, whose base stem is longer than the 
other three arms.”14

In review, of  various Christian crosses in 
history, many variants and embellishments 
were added or modifications made to the 

base design. An example of  this is in the 
heraldic crosses.

Early Christians used various symbols to 
secretly identify themselves, including an 
outline of  a fish coming from the Greek 
“ichthys.” This is said to have been used as 
early as the first century.15 The cross came to 
prominence in the Christian church through 
the Roman Ruler Constantine in the fourth 
century.

Constantine became the empire’s senior 
ruler resulting from a military victory in 312. 
He had a dream regarding his victory and in 
the dream, “Constantine had fought under 
the sign of  the cross; he attributed his victory 
to the Christian God and soon afterward 
toleration and imperial favor were given to 
Christianity.”16

Constantine was successful in uniting the 
Empire through various military campaigns 
using the cross as his military standard. 
Constantine as Emperor, “abolished cruci-
fixion as a death penalty and promoted, as 
symbols of  the Christian faith, both the cross 
and the Chi-Rho monogram of  the name 
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of  Christ. The symbols became immensely 
popular in Christian art and funerary monu-
ments from c. 350.”17

So from these historical events, we can see 
the cross being used as both a Christian reli-
gious symbol and as a military one stemming 
from its religious origins.

THE CODE OF CHIVALRY, MALTA,  
AND ROYAL ORDER
In medieval times came the rise of  the knight 
and the code of  chivalry. Several reference 
sources allude that the idea of  the Chivalric 
Code was to try and control knights and 
armies and keep them in check. The code 
was a guide to exemplify the virtues and 
values of  a true Christian knight, though 
probably rarely achieved in medieval times. 
The code varies over time and with numerous 
rulers and military orders. Since our histor-
ical context will focus on the Knights of  St. 
John, who will become the Knights of  Malta, 
we will focus on their code. The Order of  
St. John used a white eight-pointed cross as 

a symbol (we will 
look in more 
detail later 
regarding this 
cross). Each 

of  the outer 

points is said to represent one of  the “eight 
Beatitudes according to Saint Matthew and 
the eight virtues that a member of  the Order 
must possess: loyalty, piety, honesty, courage, 
honor and glory, contempt for death, soli-
darity towards the poor and the sick, respect 
for the Church.”18 However, we find that the 
Beatitudes in the Book of  Mathew in the 
Bible are different than the virtues listed by 
the Knights of  Malta.19

Along the way, these values have changed 
and the current version of  the code is based 
on a version from the British Royal Order 
that is more secular in nature. According 
to the current version associated with the 
Maltese/Firefighter’s cross “the meaning 
behind each point has changed to become 
observation, tact, resource, dexterity, explic-
itness, discrimination, perseverance, and 
sympathy respectively.”20

So it might be said that this last code listed 
has a generic enough nature to apply to a 
military code of  honor or values, as well as 
a fire service “paramilitary” code of  honor, 
depending on how each “point’s” construct 
is applied. Many fire service websites list 
these values and attempt to explain each 
in a firefighting context. No matter which 
version, the concept of  the concern, care, 
and protection of  others certainly exemplify 
the fire service concept of  the protection of  
others before one’s self.

THE CRUSADES
Bear with the continuing history lesson, we 
are getting there. Part of  the concept of  
chivalry was the idea of  the knight to pay 
penitence for his sins. One way they might 
do this was by a trip to the Holy Land and 
more specifically the City of  Jerusalem 
the center of  the Christian faith (as well 
as Judaism, and Islam). In medieval times 
this could be a dangerous journey through 
untamed lands and warring factions. So 
some orders of  knights were sanctioned to 
protect travelers on these holy pilgrimages. 
Along comes the Order of  the Knights 
of  St. John the Baptist, or soon to be the 
“Knights of  the Order of  the Hospital of  St. 
John of  Jerusalem.”21

Following their success in establishing 
hospices for travelers and participation in 
the Crusades of  1080, the order “obtained 
Papal Sanction.”22 Along with resting places 
for pilgrims, they established a hospital in 
Jerusalem and other cities to care for the sick 
and wounded. In addition to the continued 
care of  the sick and poor, they developed 

a “wing of  brother Knights probably in 
imitation of  the Templars” to fight in the 
Crusades.23 The order was divided into three 
ranks in 1118, composed of  hospitallers 
(medical mission), men at arms (military 
mission), and chaplains (religious ministry 
mission).

The armor worn by knights during the early 
Crusades was of  chain mail and consisted 
of  a “hauberk, or coat of  mail,… some-
times accompanied by leggings of  mail.”24 
Under this, they wore a padded jacket. 
To distinguish what order they belonged 
to, the Knights of  St. John wore a surcoat 
with “a white cross on a red ground – ‘The 
white Cross of  Peace on a blood-red field 
or War’.”25 This was the origin or original 
cross that would become a Maltese cross as 
mentioned earlier, four long narrow arrow-
head shapes with the points turned inward 
to the center to form a cross with arms of  
equal length.

During the Crusades, the European knights 
encountered Greek Fire in battle. Greek 
Fire was the name “applied to any sort of  
incendiary weapon, including those used by 
Arabs.”26 It was “made from Arab petroleum 
and a mysterious blend of  chemicals.”27 It 
could be hurled in clay pots as grenades, 
pumped through hoses, or poured down on 
attackers from city walls. 

There is no doubt that the Knights of  St. 
John/Hospitallers were sanctioned as a 
medical unit operating a hospital and caring 
for wounded Knights, as well as others. 
Their military arm also participated in 
the battles of  the Crusades. Though the 
hospitallers were there to treat the sick and 
injured from the battles, there is little if  any 
factual documentation that they were on the 
battlefield to specifically extinguish knights 
that were subjected to the weapon of  Greek 
Fire. This again may be an added part of  
the story in oral tradition to tie hospitallers 
to the fire service. In reality, both sides of  
the conflict in the Crusades used Greek 
Fire. The Crusaders used it to drive out the 
Saracens and capture the city of  Jerusalem 
in 1099.28

Later when Jerusalem fell to invaders the 
Knights of  St. John/Hospitallers escaped 
to Cyprus and then went on to conquer 
Rhodes. For a short time, they were known 
as the Knights of  Rhodes. When Rhodes 
fell in the 1500s, “they received the island 
of  Malta from Charles V [Holy Roman 
Emperor].”29 This is how the Knights of  St. Order of Knights of St. John/Hospitaller
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John became Knights Hospitallers, Knights 
of  Rhodes, and finally Knights of  Malta. 
Taking with them their symbol or St. John’s 
cross as they moved. That cross would even-
tually be referred to as the Maltese cross.

ST. FLORIAN CROSS
There is one more cross we need to refer-
ence, the St. Florian Cross. It may be asked 
why we did not review this with the earlier 
history and definitions of  crosses. One 
of  the main reasons is that, though there 
are numerous mentions of  this cross on 
the internet, there is little in the way of  a 
documented account of  its history. Saint 
Florian is a venerated Catholic Saint who is 
the patron Saint of  Fire Fighters. We have 
covered the history of  St. Florian in the 
article “International Firefighters Day” in 
the May 2021 issue of  the FFAM magazine, 
but let’s do a brief  review.

St. Florian was born in 250 AD in what 
is now Austria. He served in the Roman 
Legions. Even though Christianity was not 
tolerated by the Roman government at the 
time, Florian became a Christian. He refused 
to persecute Christians and was ordered put 
to death, originally to be burned to death, 
but the sentence was changed to drowning. 
Legend has it that during his life St. Florian 
put out a massive fire with only one bucket 
of  water, saving a village from ruin. For 
this and his other protective acts and being 
martyred, he was canonized as a Saint.30

In historic religious relics (paintings and 
statues) depicting St. Florian, we find that 
he is traditionally portrayed in Roman 
Centurion uniform pouring water from a 
chalice or pail onto a small building on fire. 
He may hold a more traditional cross, of  
Greek or Latin shape, in his other hand. 
Also, he may have a banner that includes 
a simple cross depiction, or cross on his 
armor. None of  these are in the shape of  
the Florian cross we see today. The Austrian 

monastery of  the St. Augustine’s Order of  
St. Florian, with roots back in a group of  
priests in the 5th century, displays traditional 
religious crosses, not the depiction referred 
to as a Florian cross.31

Reliquarian, a website for the “exploration 
of  saints, their relics, and their iconography 
in art”, provides some relevant informa-
tion on the St. Florian cross. This cross 
is described as “four triangular arms, of  
equal length, that are rounded at each 
terminus and that taper toward the center.”32 
Just as we have seen with the Maltese or 
Firefighter’s cross, the Florian cross may also 
have variations and embellishments, such as 
points in the center of  each of  the curved 
arms. Reliquarian explains that the design is 
“sui generis” (Latin phrase meaning unique 
or a class by itself), “though possibly inspired 
by the Maltese cross.”33 Exhaustive searches 
did not verify the date this design came into 
being. However, it appears that the design 
came about after fire departments began 
using a Maltese/Firefighter cross design 
following the New York Fire Department’s 
(FDNY) lead. The NYFD also established 
two Holy Name Societies (HNS) one in 1911 
and one in 1922 based on Catholic doctrine 
and to provide spiritual support for active 
and retired members of  the fire department. 
These HNS both “utilize the basic Maltese 
cross as their logo,” and “in the center of  the 
badge is a silhouette of  Christ with a halo 
and crucifix.”34 This may have led to the 
concept of  the St. Florian cross, a Maltese 
cross with St. Florian depicted in the 
center. Regular Catholic medallions depict 
St. Florian in a circle or oval. The image 
of  St. Florian in the center of  a Maltese/
Firefighter cross appears to be a 20th-cen-
tury design development perhaps inspired 

by New York HNS and obscured by various 
oral histories or quasi-narratives.

MILITARY AND OTHER  
USES OF THE CROSS
Following in the tradition of  the knights of  
the Crusades and middle ages, the military 
of  numerous countries and martial units 
have used variations of  different crosses as 
symbols or insignia.

We will find later in this article that during 
the Civil War between the United States 
and the Confederacy (1861-1865) that many 
military units used various cross symbols 
as identification patches or badges. One 
of  these will be the U.S. Army Fifth Corps 
under Colonel Ellsworth using a cross pattee 
design but called a Maltese cross.35

Sometimes crosses were also used for 
commendation medals. According to J.A. 
Rhodes in his book The Fire Service History, 
Traditions & Beyond, “the Royal Warrant for 
the institution of  England’s Victoria (equiv-
alent to the U.S. Medal of  Honor) states 
that it ‘Shall consist of  a Maltese Cross of  
bronze,’ but it is without doubt that it too is a 
cross pattee [in design]”.36 Rhodes dedicates 
a whole chapter of  his book to “The Maltese 
Cross”, however, his statements appear to be 
based on mostly oral tradition than research 
as he does not reference any sources.

In other cases, variants of  crosses have been 
used in the military as qualification badges. 
One example is the U.S. Army’s use of  a 
cross pattee for a “sharpshooter” qualifi-
cation badge. With changes over time, it is 
basically a cross pattee with multiple dimin-
ishing circles (targets) in the center. Certainly, 
the ancient knights would have prized 

St. Florian Cross

Civil War era U.S. Army Fifth Corp  
Maltese cross patch (reproduction).

U.S. Army Sharpshooter  
Qualification Badge, World War II era.
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accuracy in the use of  arms and weapons as 
a valued and recognized skill, just as more 
modern military units.

Besides being used as a badge or patch in 
the fire service, the Maltese cross symbol 
may also be used on award medals and other 

honors of  distinction. Miniature embroi-
dered crosses are used on the sleeve of  dress 
uniform coats for years of  service designa-
tion, usually one cross for every five years of  
service.

The Order of  St. John and the Order of  
the Knights of  Malta still operate medical 
missions around the world displaying their 
original crosses as a symbol of  the human-
itarian mission. St. John’s Ambulance 
Service in Canada uses the St. John or 
Hospitaller’s cross, and the medical missions 
of  the Knights of  Malta still operate under 
the original arrowhead type Maltese cross 
banner. So we see the various crosses from 
medieval times continuing to be used 
as symbols or insignia, paying tribute to 
knightly virtues and spiritual principles 
linking the past to the present.

THE AMERICAN FIRE SERVICE 
MALTESE CROSS
As we have seen from the previous histories, 
crosses have been used throughout time 
as personal, religious, organizational, or 
military emblems. As part of  this history, it 
can be seen that there was confusion about 
what the actual Maltese cross looked like. So 
one can imagine how difficult it is to identify 
the first use of  a Maltese-type cross in the 
American fire service. However, many refer-
ences may suggest it is linked to a volunteer 
fire company. One of  the well-researched 
studies on fire badges, Gary Urbanowicz’s 
Badges of  the Bravest, suggests that the first 
use of  the “Maltese cross was by a New York 

volunteer fire company, the Protection or: 
Honey Bee” Engine Company 5.”37 The 
badge is reminiscent of  the cross pattee and 
appears to be handmade.

A definitive reference to the use of  a Maltese 
cross as a badge comes from the Rules and 
Regulations of  the Metropolitan Fire Department 
of  New York. The “Rules” require: A white 
metal Maltese cross, with the appropriate 
emblems of  the department in the center, 
the letters “MFD” and the number (numeri-
cally) on the points, and placed in the center 
of  the front of  the cap.38

 This badge has a strong resemblance to the 
cross pattee. A picture of  an example of  an 
early MFD badge, courtesy of  the New York 
Fire Museum, accompanies this article. Also, 
the term “white metal” refers to “a tin-based 
(greater than fifty percent) alloy which gives 
it its silver or gray color.”39

Another specific bit of  quick history here. 
In 1865, at the end of  the civil war, the 
New York state government enacted a law 
to create “a Metropolitan Fire District and 
Establish a Fire Department Therein.”40 
This included Brooklyn’s east and west 
divisions and replaced the problem-plagued 
volunteer fire departments establishing the 
MFD Because of  the war, the volunteer 
departments in New York were short on 
manpower and had trouble turning out 
on calls, and were politically mismanaged. 
The replacement of  volunteers took until 
1869, and in 1970 the city regained control 

of  the fire department and 
changed the name to “Fire 
Department of  the City of  
New York (FDNY).”41

As quoted above, the early 
records of  the MFD (that 
would become the FDNY) 
identified a Maltese type 
cross as an organizational 
symbol of  their department. 
As we have found in other 
research and published in 
previous articles, the FDNY 
has played a significant role 
in instituting equipment and 
procedures that would early 
on establish the beginning 
traditions of  the American 
fire service (see “Leather Fire 
Helmets, A Traditional Part 
of  Fire Service History”, 
FFAM Vol. 65, Issue 2).

Fire Department Officer of the Year Medal, a 
variant between St. John and cross pattee.

National Association of Fire Engineers 
convention pin from 1887 (founded 1872).

Early Metropolitan Fire Department (FDNY) Maltese cross 
style badge. Courtesy of the New York Fire Museum.
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Pennsylvania State Firemen’s Badge/
Ribbon 1904, cross pattee style.

So who was behind selecting this style badge 
for the new MFD? Some accounts relate that 
it was possibly influenced by John Cregier, 
who served under Colonel Ellsworth. 
Ellsworth commanded the Fifth Corps which 
included a fireman Zouaves unit during the 
Civil War. The symbol of  the Fifth Corps 
“was the Cross Pattee, commonly called 
the Maltese cross.”42 Cregier had been an 
Assistant Chief  Engineer in New York but 
only served a short time in the Army in 1861 
before returning to the fire department. 
Years later he could have selected the Fifth 
Corps’ emblem as a tribute to his former 
commander who had died in the war. 
However, there is no official record of  this. 
Another story comes from the previously 
mentioned New York volunteers Engine 
Company 5’s Maltese cross badge. The 
story goes that Engine 5’s Foreman Murray 
Ditchet and Joshua Abbe may have played 
a role. Ditchet was also a police captain 
who first suggested a badge be issued to 
firemen in 1855. Abbe became one of  the 
first commissioners of  the paid MFD and 
may have suggested Five’s symbol.43 Several 
others stories are out there but don’t appear 
credible. Whether the influence came from 
the military or civilian side it is possible 
that both were influenced by the original 
Knights of  St. John and their recognition for 
discipline and valor, along with their charge 
to protect life and property.

In the years that followed, the MFD and 
later the FDNY had several different 
units and groups that had variations of  
the Maltese cross. In Urbanowicz’s book, 
Badges of  the Bravest can be seen the plethora 
of  badge designs and the quick transition 
to a more modern American design of  
the Maltese cross with curved arches and 
narrower points. It appears this new design 
was quickly adopted by surrounding fire 
departments in the northeast and then 

quickly spread across the United States in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Though there is no apparent documen-
tation in the written record, an empirical 
conclusion could be made that the early 
American military units and the fire service 
were seeking to create a link to the history 
of  the Crusades and the revered knights to 
establish a continuing tradition by choosing 
the Maltese cross as an emblem. By referring 
to the symbol they chose as a Maltese cross 
instead of  a plain cross figure, they were 
picking what they considered a religious and 
heraldic symbol with its implications and 
traditions. Even though the shape was not 
the original St. John’s/Knights of  Malta 
cross, it was chosen based on that perceived 
lineage.

Variants of  today’s fire service Maltese cross 
may have additional fire service symbols 
placed within the center or on the “wings” 
of  the cross. The center is usually considered 
as the place of  honor for the placement 
of  a symbol of  the organization or the 
designation of  rank or specialization of  the 
individual. The top or bottom wing may 
also include a number or tab to identify 
the badge and the firefighter to which it 
was issued. Tradition plays a predominant 
role in the fire service. To each generation 
of  firefighters and citizens, it represents 
the dedicated and unchanging mission of  
the fire service, that of  protecting life and 
property. The Maltese cross is a firefighter’s 
badge of  honor, signifying that they work 
in a profession or avocation that exemplifies 
duty, honor, and courage. 

CONCLUSION
In researching this part of  fire service 
history, internet searches turned up many 
fire departments and fire organizations that 
provided some explanation or history of  

the Maltese cross as the fire service cross. 
They usually had bits and pieces of  the 
above story but did not document where 
the information came from. Most appear to 
be in the oral tradition of  the fire service. 
An extremely limited number even tried 

Fire officer dress uniform sleeve with Maltese cross emblems for years of service.Generic FD Badge, Maltese cross style 1960s.

Continue reading on page 20.
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CANCER PROGRAM
After two years of studying the cancer issues in Missouri, SB45 was passed in both houses 
and signed by the Governor allowing for the creation of the Missouri Fire Fighters Critical 
Illness Pool (MFFCIP). With the Steering Committee’s launch of MFFCIP, their first order of 
business was to appoint a Board of Directors who then began to facilitate the delivery of 
coverage for 15 nationally recognized cancers that are scientifically arguable as occurring 
more frequently in the fire service occupation. 

ADVANTAGES FOR FIREFIGHTERS
 ✓ No More Invasive Investigations – When adjusting a Workers’ Compensation cancer 

claim, it can take more than six months for a firefighter to gather evidence to build a 
case, and six months to two years for an employer to research prior exposures and 
investigate prior employment, lifestyle, family history, and medical records. Through 
MFFCIP, firefighters will no longer be subject to this type of an intrusive investigation.

 ✓ More Claims Will Be Eligible for Compensation – More firefighters’ claims will be 
accepted after a confirmed receipt of diagnosis of one of the 15 covered cancers. 
Upon confirmation of eligibility, no investigation of the cancer’s cause is needed.

 ✓ Faster Payouts – Claims processes are streamlined, and payments will start within 
10 days of confirmation of a diagnosed covered cancer. It doesn’t get any easier for 
a firefighter to collect through MFFCIP.

 ✓ Specially-Designed Awards – Awards are already factored to pay high deductibles, 
co-payments, and future anticipated costs designed into many firefighter benefit 
programs.

ADVANTAGES FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS
 ✓ Caps on Losses – Caps losses covered under the award program depending on 

limit selected.

 ✓ Affordable Rates – Keeps excess rates affordable for self-insured programs.

 ✓ Member-Owned – MFFCIP is member-owned, so every department has a say in 
operations. 
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FIREFIGHTERS

COVERED

BENEFITS

ELIGIBILITY Full-time career firefighters:
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employment, but this period will not count as part of the required five years of service.

A diagnosis of cancer is considered one of the most stressful events a person can 
experience. Our program provides your firefighters with peace of mind by helping cover the 
myriad expenses of battling cancer.

Our program provides benefits upon diagnosis of 15 nationally recognized cancers that 
research suggests are occurring more frequently in the fire service occupation. These 
include Bladder, Brain, Breast, Colon, Esophagus, Kidney, Lung, Melanoma, Mesothelioma 
Multiple Myeloma, Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, Prostate, Rectal, Skin, and Stomach. 
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On April 23, 2022, Sedgewickville Fire 
Protection District (SFPD) held its 

annual Open House at Firehouse 1. This 
was their fourth open house event. The 
event offers food and drinks along with activ-
ities for kids and adults. 
 
This year in attendance was Around the 
Clock Medical Alarms, Jackson Fire/Region 
E HSRT with a rescue truck, boat and 
Hazmat apparatus, American Red Cross 
Disaster Program Manager, AirMedCare 
Network Membership Sales (aka Air Evac 
to some), Missouri State Highway Patrol 
with a patrol car and roll-over simulator, 
Air Evac 80 Flight Crew and helicopter. 
SFPD would like to thank these attendees for 
helping supply resources and education to 
our community. 

SFPD had items available for the children 
including a firefighter children’s helmet (a 
party supply/costume), colors, ArtCreativity 
firefighter coloring books, mini LED 
handheld flashlights with lanyards, and 
stickers. Southeast Coalition for Roadway 
Safety sent education materials and 
handouts for both children and adults. 
Thank you for the resources. 

The open house was a success in reaching 
approximately 50 community members. 
SFPD has plans to continue its annual event 
with continued growth in education and 
activities. More pictures and reelz from 
the day of  the event can be found on their 
Facebook page.

The kids enjoyed getting to “play with 
the water” as Chief  Nelson Palmer and 
Engineer Chris Seigel helped them pull a 
line and operate. The object of  the opera-
tion was to direct the water at a traffic cone 
and see if  it could be steady enough to knock 
the cone over. 

Thank you again for reaching out and for the 
support from both FFAM and Fruitland Area 
Fire Protection District. We appreciate you! 

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE AT FIREHOUSE 1
By Sedgewickville Fire Protection District

Thanks to Everyone!

Chief Nelson Palmer and Engineer Chris Seigel help kids pull a line and operate.

Air Evac Flight Crew

Missouri State Highway PatrolJackson Fire/Region E HSRT
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The following Missouri fire departments are overdue for their 2022 fire department registration. Registration 
is due by March 1st each year. Please contact Eric Hartman, Statewide Fire Mutual Aid Coordinator-Division 
of Fire Safety at (573) 751-1601 to bring your agency current with this annual statutory requirement.

Albany Community Fire Protection District 
Amoret Fire Department
Anniston Volunteer Fire Department
Arcadia Fire Department
Argyle Volunteer Fire Department
Arroll Fire Department
Barnard Fire Protection District
Blairstown Fire Department
Bland Fire Protection District
Bolckow Fire Protection District
Browning Rural Fire Deportment
Browning Volunteer Fire Department
Camden Point Fire Protection District
Canalou Volunteer Fire Rescue
Cedar County Chapel Hills Fire Protection District
Chamois Volunteer Fire Dept
Clarkton Fire Department
Clifton City Fire Department 
Crane City Fire Department
Crocker Rural Fire Protection District
Deepwater Volunteer Fire Department
Dent County Fire Protection District
Doe Run Fire Protection District
Drexel Community Fire Protection Association 
Duke Rural Fire Department 
East Lynne-Gunn City Fire Protection District
East Perry County Rural Fire Protection Assn
Edina Fire Department
Elmer Rural Fire Association
Ethel Volunteer Fire Department 
Everton City Fire Department
Everton Rural Fire Department
Fair Play Fire Department
Foster Volunteer Fire Department
Fremont Fire Protection District
Galmey Volunteer Fire Department
Garwood Fire Protection District

Gerald-Rosebud Fire Protection District 
Gilman City Fire Protection District
Gladstone Fire/Ems
Green Township Fire Protection District
Hamilton Fire Department
Hawk Point Fire Protection District
Houstonia Fire Department
Hume Fire Department 
Jackson Township Fire Protection District
Jameson Fire Protection District
Jamesport Fire And Rescue 
Jerico Springs Fire Protection District
King City Fire Protection District
Knox City & Rural Fire Department
Lake Creek Fire Department
Lamonte Community Fire Association
Laredo Fire Protection District
Lathrop Fire & Rescue
Leasburg Community Volunteer Fire Department
Lemons Rural Volunteer Fire Department
Locksprings Fire Department
Logan Creek Fire Prot. Association Of Ripley Co., Mo, Inc.
Louisburg Comm Fire Protection Association. Inc. 
Lowndes Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department 
Marceline Fire Department
Marceline Rural Fire Department
Mc Fall Fire Department
Medicine Creek Fire Protection District
Mercer Fire Protection District 
Montrose Fire Department
Moreau Fire Proctection District 
New Cambria Volunteer Fire Department
New Florence Fire Protection District 
New Hampton Fire District
Niangua Fire Protection District 
North Bollinger County Fire Protection District 
Northern Reynolds County Fire Protection District

Northwest Holt County Fire Protection District
Pine Bardley Volunteer Fire Department 
Polk Rural Fire Department
Potosi Fire Protection District
Protem Fire Protection District
Risco Fire Department
Roscoe Township Volunteer Fire Department
Shelby Community Fire Department
Shelby Rural Volunteer Fire Department  
Shoal Creek Fire Protection District 
Southern Dallas County Fire Protection District
Southern Iron County Fire Protection District  
Southern Webster County Fire Protection District  
Southwest City Volunteer Fire Department  
Spickard Fire Protection District
St Clair County Fire & Rescue
Steelville Fire Protection District 
Stet Rural Fire Protection District  
Stewartsville Fire Protection District
Taberville Volunteer Fire Department
Tarkio Fire Department
Tiff City Vol Fire
Tuscumbia Fire Protection District
Union Township Fire District
Vandalia Fire And Rescue
Versailles Rural Fire Protection District
Waverly Fire Department
Waverly Rural Fire Assoc
Wayne County Volunteer Fire Protection District #1
Weingarten Volunteer Fire Department 
Wellsville Fire Protection District 
West Republic Fire Protection District 
Wyaconda Rural Fire Department
Yellow Creek Fire Protection District
York Township Volunteer Fire Department

REGISTER YOUR DEPARTMENT!
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Extrication tools.
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We have the full line of EForce Untethered Extrication tools 
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to explain the morphing of  the design to 
its current configuration from the original 
St. John’s cross. There are even a couple 
of  articles that claim the fireman’s cross is 
purely linked to military heritage symbols 
and has no relation to the Knights of  St. 
John or the Christian references.

Each person is entitled to their view-
point, however, there is substantial 
rationale to link the Christian 
concepts of  protection of  the 
poor and needy and the chivalric 
virtues of  the knights of  protec-
tion of  life and property to 
the founding principles of  the 
American fire service. The cross, 
the Crusader’s cross involving the 

The Maltese Cross continued from page 14.
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The National Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC) held their Spring Meeting in 

Fairfax, Virgina, with 40 states attending. 
The April meeting dates not only conflicted 
with our own Firefighter’s Day at the Capitol 
but they transitioned to Washington DC 
for that meeting only, with no Capitol Hill 
meetings with our Representatives. After 
conferring with President Jennings and 
weighing the expenses versus what needed to 
be accomplished, a joint decision was made 
for me to stay in state and focus on the Fall 
meeting and 2023.

NVFC was awarded another grant in March 
from Anheuser-Busch for $200,000 to 
support volunteer recruitment and retention. 
They received 116 applications in 24-hours 
of  releasing the sign-up information to 
members. Our new Chief  Executive Officer 
Sarah Lee has been very successful in the 
past six months securing several large grants 
in several NVFC focus areas.

NVFC has also launched a special Amazon 
Business promotion. NVFC members can 
now take advantage of  special offers and 
discounts for their fire or EMS depart-
ment purchases through Amazon Business. 
NVFC members can access thousands 
of  sellers who offer public safety supplies, 
business-only selections, quantity discounts 
and time saving features. Members can visit 
nvfc.force.com to learn how to set-up your 
business account.

The NVFC’s Health and Safety Training 
Summit is quickly approaching on June 
24-25 in Orlando, FL. They still had 
space available for this event at the time of  
writing this summary, plus travel stipends 
were still available to help offset the cost 
of  attendance. They have an excellent line 
up of  speakers and some great networking 
opportunities. To find out more visit nvfc.
org/summit.

The staff have updated and enhanced 
the makemeafirefighter.org site recently, 
including a rebranding of  the page, 
one-stop-shop for departments and recruits 

versus separate web pages. They have 
added content to the materials generator 
plus several new videos that better inform 
a potential recruit about the life of  a 
firefighter.

No surprise, NVFC is a great place to 
work and grow. With Sarah Lee moving up 
from Deputy Director, they advertised this 
opening plus the requirements and received 
over 70 resumes. They included some board 
members, executives/managers from sister 
organizations, state associations and some 
high-profile corporate members. That will 
be a very involved process in selecting the 
very best one.

Colorado Director Paul Acosta recently 
developed a board mentor program 
tailored to on-board and mentor new board 
members. It has a very detailed information 
structure with history, processes, proce-
dures, polices, best practices and great to 
know information, including a checklist on 
key items. It is intended for a new member 
to talk with a mentor once a month or 
more, for an hour, more or less, and work 
through the program. Perhaps in retirement 
I would like to do something similar for the 
Foundation. It is certainly a great example 
of  having captured a library of  information 
and carefully sharing through a controlled 
process with a trusted individual, a selected 
mentor.

Regarding the support of  firefighters in 
Ukraine, Poland. Currently there are coordi-
nating efforts to get more equipment to the 
Ukraine firefighters. IAFC is also working 
with the Polish State Fire Service on what 
is most needed regarding specific resources 
and shipping those as soon as possible.

Also on a sad note, Kentucky Director 
Gregory Schultz (65) passed on April 
20th. Greg is the second state director that 
has passed this year. The cancer subject 
continues, but I will pause things right here 
for this report. Thank you for your time and 
allowing Rob and I to serve on your behalf  
with the NVFC.

NVFC UPDATE
By Keith Smith

The Spring Meeting
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All photos and graphics are from the author, except 
the Metropolitan FD Badge courtesy of the New 
York Fire Museum.

Knights of  St. John and their transition 
as hospitallers and the Knights of  Malta, 
and the Christian and chivalric codes that 
formed the military ideals of  honor, all 
laid the foundation for the traditions of  
the fledgling early American fire service. 
This would become the concept of  placing 
others’ safety before oneself, the protection 
of  life and property, the tenants of  which 

form the values and traditions of  the 
American fire service. Based on these 

ideals, the historic nature and tradi-
tion surrounding what is called 
the Maltese cross today make it 
undeniably the iconic symbol of  
the American fire service.

Federation of Fire Chaplains,  
Maltese cross style badge.



As many of  you saw in the last magazine, 
there was no article from me as your 

2nd Vice President. The reason for this was 
I was in Truman Medical Center in Kansas 
City on a vent fighting COVID.  I spent a 
total of  five days in the hospital and then 
two weeks at my home recovering. I want to 
thank the membership, the board of  direc-
tors, numerous family and friends, Missouri 
Chiefs President Chief  Mike Snider of  the 
Lees Summit Fire Department, and Fire 
Marshal Tim Bean and his wife Judy for all 
the texts, emails, and visits while I was recov-
ering.   It is much appreciated.

The FFAM continues to be busy around 
our state. On March 13, Director Larry 

Jones and his wife Ann from the Madison 
Fire Protection District traveled to Branson 
representing FFAM and the FFAM 
Auxiliary at the Missouri Public Safety 
Communications Conference. They met 
with several dispatchers and dispatch 
supervisors from across our state telling 
them about the benefits of  the FFAM and 
what our membership has to offer 911 
dispatchers. The feedback I received from 
the conference was Director Jones and Ann 
were some of  the friendliest people the 
dispatch community had ever met, they went 
out of  their way to explain the FFAM and 
they made the dispatcher feel welcomed to 
the conference and also to our member-
ship. The 911 community has offered for 
the FFAM to continue to be a part of  their 
conference in the years to come. Thanks, 
Larry and Ann for representing us, your 
hard work did not go unnoticed.

When you read this the FFAM conven-
tion will have come and gone. Due to 
our deadline for the magazine you will 
see pictures of  the convention in future 
magazine articles. Thanks to the Washington 
Fire Department for your hard work hosting 
the convention.

On May 14th and 15th are the annual 
Candlelight and Memorial Service in 
Kingdom City. The Memorial Committee 
has been busy getting names and contacting 
family members to make sure their loved 
ones are properly honored at these services. 
If  you have never attended a service, it is 
very moving and will make you appreciate 
the firefighters that we have in this great 
state. The Candlelight Service begins at 9:00 
p.m. on the 14th and the Memorial Service 
is at 10:30 a.m. on the 15th. Thanks to the 
Memorial Committee for all your hard work.

The FFAM and the FFAM auxiliary will be 
attending or will be attempting to attend 
other numerous conferences and county 
chief ’s meetings throughout the year. 
They include the Missouri Association of  
Fire Protection Districts, Revolutionary 
Fire Tactics at the Lake, Independence 
Fire Fest, assisting at the Missouri State 
Fair Fire Department, and the Jefferson 
County Engine Rally. Special thanks to Eric 
Hartman with the fire marshal’s office for 
getting the FFAM on the agenda with the 
county fire chiefs meeting across the state.

Now I am going to switch gears and talk 
about women in the fire service.  March was 
Women’s History Month. As we think about 
the growing presence of  women in the fire 
service, we want to celebrate how women 
are making great strides in the fire service. 

On March 2nd, history was made at the 
Warrensburg Fire Department, they had 
their first all-female engine company. 
Engine 1111 operates out of  Station 1. 
They were led by Captain Anna Koons. 
Captain Koons is the first female captain 
in the history of  the Warrensburg Fire 
Department. Currently, Warrensburg has 
a total of  six women on the job. There 
are three full-time, two part-time, and one 
student resident. Pictured are Firefighter 
Kylie Frerking, Firefighter Deidra Gross, 
Firefighter Adison Bernier, and Captain 
Koons. Congratulations ladies for all your 
hard work.

Grant Oetting

A Message From The 2nd VP Women in the Fire Service

Warrensburg Fire Department: Firefighter Kylie Frerking, Firefighter Deidra Gross, Firefighter 
Adison Bernier, and Captain Koons
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Women in the Fire Service

At the MU FRTI level, we have a huge 
supporter as well. This person is Gail 
Hagans-Reynolds. Gail is instrumental in 
getting our training to us firefighters. She 
also sits on the Memorial Committee and is 
a part of  the Education Committee of  the 
FFAM. We all know Gail is a hard worker 
and always has our back in the fire service, 
without her some departments would never 
get the training that they deserve. Thanks, 
Gail, for all your hard work and dedication 
to the Missouri fire service.

Speaking of  the Missouri Division of  
Fire Safety we just had the retirement of  
Training chief  Becky Trapani. Becky was 
amazing to work with when it came to 
firefighter training. I know from personal 
experience whenever I emailed or called 
Becky she always made me feel welcomed 
and would do anything she could do for fire-
fighter training. Thank you, Becky, for your 
dedication to the Missouri Fire Service, you 
will be greatly missed, enjoy your retirement.

The last group I would like to thank is the 
FFAM auxiliary, who I call the heart of  our 
organization and I mean heart. Meaning 
they love to support the FFAM. This group 
of  ladies under the direction of  Jessica Weisz 
of  the Norborne Fire Protection District 
is just amazing in themselves. They have 
joined the FFAM not only to promote the 
organization but also as the auxiliary at all 
the conferences this year. This group of  
ladies goes out of  their way to be a service 
organization to assist the FFAM. These ladies 
have had numerous fundraising activities to 
help fund the memorial, have donated quilts 
to the St John Burn Camp to assist burn 
survivors in their recovery, and also assist 
the Missouri State Fair Fire Department in 
helping in the kitchen.  Words can’t describe 
how much these ladies love the fire service. 
For that, I can only say thank you, you ladies 
are the best in my book.

In closing I would like to remind the 
membership if  the FFAM or the FFAM 
Auxiliary can be of  any assistance to you or 
your department please reach out. I can be 
reached by email at grant_oetting@yahoo.
com or my cell phone at 660-229-4525. Until 
next time, be safe my brothers and sisters.

VISIT THE NEW ONLINE STORE 

MOFireFighterMemorial.myshopify.com
All proceeds support the Missouri Firefighter Memorial Foundation

FOLLOW US AT FACEBOOK.COM/MOFIREMEMORIAL/
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While I was typing, I went to the 
Missouri State Fair website. There 

are 119 days until the fair, and this year will 
be the 60th anniversary of  the State Fair 
Volunteer Fire Department. I hope when 
you read this article that you have signed 
up for the fair, the deadline for applica-
tions is June 1. It is getting closer, and the 
station needs some TLC. We have workdays 
scheduled for May 27-29, June 24-27, July 
29-31, and if  needed, August 5-7, during 
the board weekend. Please check the State 
Fair Facebook page for more information 
on the work details and other items. I hope 
everyone is gearing up for the 60th anniver-
sary of  the Missouri State Fair Volunteer 

Fire Department. 
On Emergency 

Services Day, 
Saturday, August 13, 

we will have a gathering 
to celebrate the big 60. We 

extend an invitation to all 
past members, and I’m sure 

Larry Eggen will have a few 
words about the anniversary.

What is the Missouri State Fair 
Volunteer Fire Department? In my 

eyes it’s family. When I say family, it’s 
everyone that wants to serve the fair 

and the guests of  the Missouri State Fair 

from all over the state. They come to see 
friends that they only see one time a year or 
maybe two if  they come to the convention? 
They’re family and come because their heart 
is there and they want to be the best they 
can and may learn something new or make 
new friends that may turn into family. When 
you spend 11 plus days together, for many it 
is when friends become more. I hope others 
have those same feelings. The Missouri State 
Fair Volunteer Fire Department is one-of-a-
kind. Every year we make history because it 
is the only fully functional fire department 
in the nation that only covers the fair when 
in operation. We cover all emergencies, fire, 
ems, rescue, and first aid, and all equipment 
is donated from districts and departments 
around the state.

During the first 60 years, there have been 
many changes from tents to buildings 
and equipment, and more changes are 
planned for the next 60 years. Every year 
things change for the good, and this year 
some changes will be made. So, I hope to 
see many old and new faces at this year’s 
Missouri State Fair. Together we will make it 
a great fair. Changes take place throughout 
the fire service as traditions and society itself  
change, including at the State Fair Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Some volunteer firehouses have a bar in the 
basement or beer in a cooler or a converted 
coke machine. I have known many that had 
the same, and they said it was a tradition. 
They just always did it. That was the old 
days, but in today’s times, the presence of  
any intoxicating substances is going away. 
Regardless of  their official stance on alcohol, 
fire officials across the United States say that 
the practice of  drinking at firehouses, once 
considered vital to the culture of  many local 
departments, is starting to dry up. In part, 
that is due to several high-profile incidents 
in the past couple of  years that have focused 
attention on the issue. How does it look in 
the public eye?

But even volunteer departments that haven’t 
had such public contretemps have limited or 
eliminated firehouse alcohol consumption, 
many echoing the strict no-tolerance policies 
at career departments, where firefighters 
are salaried and work on schedules. Some 
departments are concerned about liability or 
public safety. Some have had legal disputes 
involving members who had been drinking 

and some have said members don’t have the 
time to hang out and drink at the firehouse 
the way they used to. When that board 
or council introduced a policy restricting 
alcoholic beverages in firehouses, a few 
members, accused the council of  not appre-
ciating firefighters’ service to the citizens and 
said the proposed changes were, “uncalled 
for.” The town was concerned about liability 
involving firefighters, some of  whom were 
teenagers. So, my question is, are the 
members of  a department or district being 
members for the citizens or the festivities? I 
know when I signed up it was for the people 
I help to serve. Unwinding with fellow 
members over a drink is still an important 
way to socialize with your crew or partners 
but doing it at the fire station is not the time 
or the place. When you are off duty, enjoy 
your time and drink but be responsible with 
your actions and make sure you have a safe 
way home or have a sober driver.

The issue has been controversial everywhere 
in recent years, and firehouse drinking is 
becoming increasingly rare. Policies are 
changing. The public is more aware of  
activities and there are so many websites 
and social media outlets that will instantly 
embarrass you. It’s a way of  life now. No 
liquor in firehouses, just like no smoking. 
It is often the best thing the department or 
district ever did. A district chief  I know said 
he hasn’t had a drink in 20 years and insti-
tuted a no-alcohol policy eight years ago. He 
said the members understood. So, when you 
want to have a relaxing evening and have a 
drink or cocktail enjoy it but enjoy it away 
from the station whether you are at your 
home department or spending time at the 
State Fair Volunteer Fire Department.

FROM THE PEN OF THE CHIEF
By Robert “R.B.” Brown, Fire Chief, Missouri State Fair Volunteer FD

Changes Over The Years

QR Code for 2022 MSFFD Applications

Scan this QR code 
with your phone. 

Missouri State Fair 
Fire Department

Application



CELEBRATION AND MEAL
Anyone who has served with the depart-
ment, past and present is invited to attend 
a 60th celebration and meal on August 
13, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. at the Missouri 
State Fair Volunteer Fire Department in 
Sedalia. Families welcome!

This is Emergency Services Day at the fair. 
All emergency service personnel receive 
free fair admission with a department ID.

60 FOR $60 CHALLENGE
All the members of  the MSFVFD who 
have served over the years, or anyone 
wanting to recognize the MSFVFD is 
challenged to donate $60.

Funds raised will be presented to the 
Fire Fighters Memorial Foundation to 
reach their goal to finish the Education 
and Historical Preservation Center in 
Kingdom City.

THE MISSOURI STATE FAIR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
IS CELEBRATING ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY!

DONATIONS
Mail to:
Larry Eggen
139 NW OO Hwy
Warrensburg, MO 64093

Checks make payable to:
Fire Fighters Memorial Foundation
Memo: 60 for 60

We are celebrating 60 years of  service 
providing fire protection, emergency 

medical services, public relations, and 
education for the Missouri State Fair Fire 
Department. We will celebrate on Saturday, 
August 13th with a dinner at 5:00 p.m. and a 
presentation to the FFAM for sponsoring the 
department and having the forethought to 
start providing emergency services at the fair. 
It is the only known department that forms 
and functions for eleven days a year during 
an event. We ask for all FFAM members that 
have ever served on the Missouri State Fair 
Fire Department to come and join us for the 
celebration and enjoy free admission to the 
fairgrounds. With your fire department iden-
tification, you will get free admission to the 
fair that day. If  you have never served, we 
invite you to sign up for a day, or the entire 
fair, and see how the department works. Fill 
out an application by going to our Facebook 
page, Missouri State Fair Fire Department. 
We attend events and provide fire and EMS 
services as needed on the fairgrounds for the 
duration of  the fair. 

We are also asking for donations for a 
fundraising campaign to help finish the 
Educational and Historical Preservation 
Center (museum) in Kingdom City and 
would ask you to consider a donation of  $60 
or more to help with this cause. Please mail 
checks to: Larry Eggen, 139 NW OO Hwy, 
Warrensburg, MO 64093. We look forward 
to seeing you at the fair.

60 YEARS
By Larry Eggen, PIO

11 Days
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By the time you read this article, the 
annual Memorial Services May 14-15 

have likely concluded. We are providing 
honors to eigth line-of-duty hero’s who passed 
during 2021 or previously.

We also recognized 62 names for their service 
during 2021 and previous years. We are very 
aware there are others who passed during 
2021 considered to be line-of-duty due to 
COVID exposure. With all things federal or 
state government related, their review with 
written confirmation either as part of  the 
Public Safety Officer’s Benefits Program or 
tthe State Worker’s Compensation takes time 
to finalize. Especially at the federal level, plus 
they are now greatly behind due to COVID 
claims. Brian Zinanni continues to work tire-
lessly through these extended and frequently 
extrapolated processes. Several names from 
2021 were not yet processed by the March 
30th cut-off but will hopefully be finalized in 
time for the May 2023 services. Our apolo-
gies to those families which continue to wait 
due to a process outside of  the Foundation’s 
control. 

Our Chaplin for the Saturday night 
Candlelight Service is former Foundation 
Board Member/Treasurer Dr. Ronald Baker. 
Our keynote speaker for Sunday morning 
is Fire Chief  Donna Lake with the Kansas 
City, Missouri Fire Department. We have 
added what we hope will be received as 
service program improvements for 2022. 
State Fire Marshal Tim Bean has advocated 
for a formal line-of-duty family escort. This 
will be the first time we have added this to 
the ceremony. Their entry for seating will be 
at the start of  the service. We have planned 
to live stream the Sunday morning service. It 
will be dependent on the internet and equip-
ment playing nicely with each other to be 
successful. I will defer further comment until 
my next Foundation report.

The Line-of-Duty Trailer for the Firefighter 
Funeral Assistance Team was not large 
enough for all of  the required items. More 
space was needed for the portable scaffolding 
(risers) than expected. A longer trailer was 
purchased and delivered in record time. It is 
now ready for service. The previous trailer, 
99% new, will be sold. A new bell that is 
much larger in size, design, molded images 
and restricted purpose was also added to the 
LODD trailer. It is significant to mention the 
bell was a large cost and an anonymous gift 

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Honors for Those Who Served

Cornelius C. Crowley
St. Joseph Fire Department
January 8, 1908 • Firefighter

George W. Shoemaker
Brookfield Fire Department
January 10, 1942 • Firefighter

Ralph Aaron Goddard
Springfield Fire Department
June 21, 2015 • Firefighter

Ronald W. Wehlage, Jr.
Desoto Rural Fire Protection District
June 30, 2020 • Lieutenant

Rodney L. Heard Sr.
St. Louis Fire Department
June 15, 2021 • Firefighter

Marvin Shaffrey
Cedar Hill Fire Protection District
November 2, 2021 • Battalion Chief

Ivan Daniel Lagrand
Cape Girardeau Fire Department
December 1, 2021 • Captain

Bryant E. Gladney
Boone County Fire Protection District
December 22, 2021 • Assistant Chief

to the team. It will only be used in recogni-
tion for LODD honors, including our annual 
service. They have also added 10 new radios, 
now allowing their support staff to quietly 
communicate as a collective group or groups 
versus having to rely on their mobile phones 
as in the past. Year to date as of  April 29th, 
they have responded to six LODD requests 
and 10 non-LODD.

The Funeral Assistance Team is not recog-
nized often enough for what they accomplish. 
True to their core values, they manage dozens 
of  especially important details, very quietly, 
deep in the background to keep the primary 
focus, emphasis and honors on those who 
have served and passed. So much goes on 
outside of  public view for the greater good, 
to honor those who served their respective 
communities.

We have a new online store allowing custom 
product shopping anytime versus waiting 
until fire school, convention or our May 
services. We now offer a much larger line 
of  items and it will be expanding through 
the end of  the year. There is also a review 
underway in looking at varied logo and 
images to add a variety of  custom options in 
what you want to display. A challenge coin is 
also in the works. Online store details are in 
the magazine, so check us out. 

mofirefightermemorial.myshopify.com

The Memorial Foundation has just launched 
a new Facebook page, also detailed in this 
edition of  the magazine. Please check us out 
and “like” and invite your friends to the page.

facebook.com/MoFireMemorial
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DUSTIN BRANDHORST
March 30, 1986 • March 18, 2022

Firefighter Dustin Wayne 
Brandhorst, 35, of  

Springfield, MO died Friday, 
March 18, 2022 in the line of  
duty while responding to a struc-
ture fire North of  Springfield. 
He was born on March 30, 1986 
to Marc and Dianna (Redshaw) 
Brandhorst.

The outpouring of  commu-
nity support in the wake of  his 
passing has been tremendous. 
Of  the many friends and family 
that have reached out to share 
their memories, one theme has 
been resoundingly clear; Dustin 
would give the shirt off his back to help those in need whether family, 
friend, or stranger. He spent his days and, ultimately, final moments, 
in service of  others.

Firefighting was his passion and lifelong dream. Every spare moment 
was spent with his fellow brothers and sisters at the Ebenezer Fire 
Protection District, where he volunteered for three years. In 2019, he 
was honored by the department for the most volunteer hours served. 
Dustin was in the process of  becoming a certified firefighter and was 
planning to transition to the department fulltime.

Dustin believed there were 24 usable hours in a day and it was his 
job to be busy for all of  them. In addition to the time spent at the 
fire department, Dustin owned two businesses: Southwest Missouri 
Remodeling and DWB Services. Between building decks and 
installing Christmas lights, his was a household name.

Affectionately known as “cowboy” or “the kid,” Dustin was never 
seen without his cowboy boots and he was almost always outside. 
He loved kayaking and camping, but his family was his greatest love. 
Dustin’s children were his pride and joy and his wife was the love of  
his life and best friend. He was the rock of  their family and greatest 
supporter. Dustin and Erin leaned on each other in good times and in 
difficult ones. His love for family was clear when he would talk about 
their next camping trip or party.

Dustin did everything “big.” His Christmas light displays (always 
bigger than the year before), and his eating habits, were unmatched. 
He could eat an entire box of  spaghetti noodles in one sitting. Tacos, 
chocolate cake, homemade ice cream and country club eggs could 
not be left unattended in the kitchen. As big as his appetite was, his 
sense of  humor, his smile, and his heart, were bigger. Dustin never 
met a stranger; unknown people were just friends he had not met yet.

Dustin served in life, as an Eagle Scout, business owner, and fire-
fighter, and he serves now in death as a tissue donor continuing to do 
what he loved: help others.

Dustin was preceded in death by his father Marc Brandhorst, and 
father-in-law Vince Hittenberger. He is survived by wife Erin, 

children Landon (10) and Lillianna (1), puppies Bella and Hope, 
mother Dianna Brandhorst, mother-in-law Tammy Hittenberger, 
sister and brother-in-law Marci and Ethan Balkin, brother and sister-
in-law Jeff and Jackie Brandhorst, and so many extended relatives.

In lieu of  flowers, please make donations to the Down Syndrome 
Group of  the Ozarks, or donate directly to the Ebenezer Fire 
Protection District in honor of  Dustin’s memory.

CLAUDE LIVINGSTON
March 29, 1986 • March 31, 2022

Claude R. Livingston III, 36, 
of  Lowry City, Missouri 

passed away on Thursday, 
March 31, 2022 at Cass 
Regional Medical Center in 
Harrisonville, Missouri. He had 
an accidental fall, with a fatal hit 
to the head.

Claude was a volunteer fireman 
for Lowry City. He loved 
working alongside the boys in 
Red. Although he was not the 
ladder man, he could handle a 
hose. He was formally employed 
at TC Transcontinental/
Capri Packaging, and a former 
Dispatcher at St Clair County Sheriff’s Office. He was the proud 
owner of  JCM Mobile DJ’ing business…this was his passion. Claude 
was an avid cook, and loved family get-togethers and parties, to 
show-off his specialties.

Claude was a fun-loving, extravagant jokester, big-hearted teddy bear. 
He was there for anyone, anytime. Family was the most important 
thing in life to him…He was so proud to be a father, cherished his 
children and had big dreams for his family.

He was preceded in death by his biological father, Claude Jr., grand-
parents, Claude Sr., and MaryAnn Livingston, and Manuel & Maria 
do Carmo Ligeiro. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Angela Renee (Johnson) Livingston, 
Son, Claude IV (5), Daughter, Mariah Kinsley (3), and Step-son, 
Jordan Wilson, as well as, his parents, Maria & Daryl Harris; Siblings; 
Steven Berringer, Shawn (Heather) Berringer, Jaime (Chris) Parrish 
and Justin Harris; Grand Parents, Marvin & Gail Harris, and Celeste 
Ligeiro. His in-laws, John and Michelle Johnson, sister-in-law, 
Amanda (Travis) Evans, and brother-in-law, JC (Felicia) Johnson, 
along with numerous aunts and uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews and 
extended family. 

Claude will definitely be missed by all!

In lieu of  flowers the family suggests memorial contributions be made 
to the Claude Livingston Memorial Fund and can be left in care of  
the Vansant-Mills Funeral Home in Clinton, Missouri.
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What difference do we make? The 
way I see it, we enter a battle every 
day. No matter what your life or job 
consist of  there seems to always 
be challenges we weren’t quite 
expecting. Some are small chal-
lenges, like you forgot to buy milk 
and now the idea of  cereal for 
breakfast is shot. You can always 
pour it out dry and crunch away 
or you can grab a breakfast bar 
and go. But the ideal was to 
have that yummy cereal of  your 
choice smothered in creamy 
cold milk. 

This just happened in my life 
a few days ago when Tim was 
stricken with the fact that 
I forgot to buy milk on my 
last grocery run. Now If  you 

know Tim he hardly gets “stricken” or 
upset about anything, let alone no milk 
or “spilled milk” if  you will. So, when 
I say “stricken” that’s me feeling pretty 
bad that I forgot the milk. Fire Marshal 
Bean is steady and adapts quickly to 
most any unexpected challenges. He 
grabbed a breakfast bar and fled. 

Life is hardly ever what we expect it 
to be although we come to the table 
with grand expectations from time to 
time and hold high the confidence that 
those expectations will be fulfilled. No 
milk for cereal one morning is hardly a 
global crisis that kills our confidence in 
expectations, but it got me to thinking. 
In a firefighter’s, police officer’s or any 
first responder’s daily job endeavors, the 
type of  unexpected challenges is a given 
constant. 

I have been, like most of  you, covered 
up by the Russian/Ukrainian war. It 
is a very heavy blanket that we pull up 
to our necks every night. We may not 
be boots on the ground in the battle, 
but we find ourselves in it. I believe it 
is in the small victories where we win 
in what we do every day. Maybe not 
the whole war we find ourselves in, but 
where we find ourselves. Out of  the 
battle itself, win or lose, saves or loses, 
the small victories must be claimed. 
Recognized. Remembered. For in 
these moments we find clarity of  why 
we were here/there to begin with. Just 
showing up maybe all that matters. Just 
showing up may be the difference we 
make.

Blessings!

A NOTE FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL’S WIFE By Judy Bean

BREATHE EASIER 
UNDER PRESSURE 
Banner Fire is your number one source for Dräger SCBA.

Protect yourself so you can keep your community safe. Our full line 

of Dräger SCBA provides unmatched comfort, durability, and safety, 

even in the harshest of environments.

Visit Banner�re.com today to see our full 

line of Dräger products. 888-226-3473

FRUITLAND PINNING CEREMONY

Fruitland Area Fire Protection District 
held a pinning ceremony on April 

25, 2022, at Station 1.  We pinned a new 
Captain, Kegan Gravett.  Firefighter Seth 
Pemberton was pinned from Probationary 
Firefighter to Full Status Firefighter; 
Firefighter Woody Wells was pinned 
from part-time to full-time status, and 
Firefighter Chris Carter was pinned to 
full-time status. 

Firefighter Steven Missey, Firefighter 
Adam Hilse and Firefighter James 
Dennison were pinned as new part-time 
firefighters.  After the ceremony, a potluck 
dinner was shared by all of  the partici-
pants and our families.Captain Kegan Gravett and Family

Firefighter Seth Pemberton and Family Firefighter Chris Carter and Family Firefighter Steven Missey and Family

Firefighter Woody Wells Firefighter Adam Hilse and Family Firefighter James Dennison and Family

Around 
  the State
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FIRST RESPONDERS! GET AWAY FROM IT ALL WITH CALIFORNIA CASUALTY’S 
WORK HARD/PLAY HARD “$10,000 CAMPING” GIVEAWAY
California Casualty wants to thank the 
Firefighters Association of Missouri first 
responders for all that they do, including 
the seemingly impossible efforts needed to 
overcome the challenges of recent times, 
California Casualty launches its 2022 Work 
Hard/Play Hard “$10,000 Camping” giveaway.

The contest invites all interested firefighters, 
EMTs and law enforcement to enter to win 
$10,000 to purchase outdoor gear that lets 
them disconnect from the hectic, fast-paced 
daily grind and reconnect with friends, family 
and nature. It’s a prize intended to give one 
lucky first responder the funds needed to 
have the peaceful, restful, outdoor quality 
time they all deserve.

Firefighters, EMTs and Law Enforcement 
officers can enter at www.policefiregiveaway.
com/rm. The deadline to enter is November 
18, 2022.

“First responders do the hard work keeping 
our communities safe,” said California 
Casualty Sr. Vice President Mike McCormick. 
“We owe the dedicated professionals who 
protect our communities this thank you for 
all that they do.” 

Previous Work Hard/Play Hard sweepstakes 
from California Casualty have awarded 
public safety personnel ATVs, DeWalt Tools, 
motorcycles, and cash. Past winners include 
an Oregon Police Officer, Colorado Sheriff’s 

Captain, Firefighters from California, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon and Pennsylvania, 
and California Peace Officers.

Founded in 1914 and headquartered in San 
Mateo, California with service centers in 
Arizona, Colorado and Kansas, California 
Casualty provides public safety employees 
and volunteers across the country auto and 
home insurance with special rates, generous 
discounts and unique benefits not available 
to the general public. Learn more about 
California Casualty at www.calcas.com  or call 
1.800.800.9410.
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DATE     COURSE                                                                                                                     LOCATION                               CONTACT                     PHONE

5/22 Surface Water Rescue & Swiftwater Rescue St. Louis MU FRTI 800-869-3476

5/26 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking (Third in Series) Wentzville Michael Scott 636-332-9869

6/4 Vehicle Fire Fighting Rolla Roger Hayes 573-341-2211

6/11 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Lancaster Laura Watson 660-341-9730

6/18 Vehicle Fire Fighting Richland Russell Hobbs 573-512-1091

Welcome to Spring! Or at least let’s 
hope Missouri is ready for warmer 

weather. Summer Fire School is rapidly 
approaching and in fact, maybe in session by 
the time you receive this edition. We hope 
that you have signed up and taken advantage 
of  the wide variety of  training topics.

We have exciting news to announce! As most 
of  you know Tracy Gray has worked for 
the MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute 
(MU FRTI), since July 2002, as the Special 
Projects Coordinator. The Special Projects 
Unit is charged with coordinating annual 
statewide conferences and projects that fall 
outside the normal realm of  the Institute. 
These include the Winter Fire School, 
Summer Fire School, and the Missouri 
Emergency Services Instructor Conference. 
 
Tracy started his fire service career as a 
volunteer with the Fulton Fire Department 
in 1990. In 1993 he started working full-
time with Fulton. Tracy started several 
public education programs when he was 

with Fulton Fire Department. He received 
the “Excellence in Education Award” from 
Fulton Public Schools for his dedication to 
providing education programs within the 
school district. Tracy will be retiring as a 
Captain after 20 years with Columbia Fire 
Department. After which he will become a 
full-time employee with MU FRTI!

Congratulations are also in order for 
Derrick Allen and Jonathon Nolan from the 
Chillicothe Fire Department. They are our 
first two students to complete the updated 
Fire Officer Certificate Program. We look forward 
to many graduates in the future. 

In other news, in case you haven’t heard, we 
are looking for the next leader of  the MU 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute. The 
application process is open and we hope to 
fill the position near the beginning of  July. 
Please go to the MU website for details at 
bit.ly/3LB6sZS. If  you have any questions 
please feel free to contact our office.

Director’s Comments

John Worden
Interim Director

MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute

Upcoming MU FRTI Classes • For Details and Complete Schedule Visit: MUFRTI.org

Tracy Gray, Special Projects Coordinator

SAVE THE DATE
MISSOURI EMERGENCY SERVICES 
INSTRUCTOR CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 4-6 • LAKE OZARK, MISSOURI 

Fire Officer Certificate Program graduates Derrick Allen and Jonathon 
Nolan with the Chillicothe Fire Department.

Find Out More Online:

MUFRTI.ORG
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