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Wow! How is it possible that we are 
already well into 2022? 

It seems, at least to me, that we just started 
2021 after the wonderful fun year of  
2020. Maybe having that year “off” from 
all things normal just made 2021 speed 
by. Nonetheless, I hope each of  you were 
able to close out the year in style and have 
embraced this year head-on, and set yourself  
some realistic goals to work toward. 

Whether it is spending more time with 
family and friends, taking a trip, getting a 
new job, enhancing your skills, or providing 
assistance to those around you. I hope you 
stay focused and reach the goals you set.

A reminder that with the changing of  the 
calendar we are creeping closer and closer 
to the 2022 convention in Washington. If  
you haven’t already made your reserva-
tions you probably should get on that soon 
before all the choice rooms are taken. Part 
of  planning a good convention is knowing 
who your audience is, so make sure you 
have submitted your registration, and please 
don’t put it off until the last minute. Our 
hosts have been working hard to make this 
another memorable convention and annual 
meeting, so let’s all register early to be there 
May 6-9.

While you are considering attending please 
make note that the last day will be our 
organization’s annual meeting. This is 
your biggest opportunity to help shape the 
FFAM as the delegates representing member 
departments will vote on various matters 
including some district director positions, 
possible bylaw changes, and other business 
that comes before the Board. Your vote and 
voice do matter and you only need to be 
present to participate and be assigned as one 
of  the delegates representing your agency.

Although the December weather was all over 
the board with high and low temperatures it 
is safe to say none of  us are likely out of  the 
woods just yet when considering the winter 
weather. Make sure you take the extra time 
to prepare for your responses including PPE, 

apparatus, and travel routes. Being aware of  
the road conditions and acting accordingly 
may mean the difference between arriving 
and providing assistance or becoming an 
additional emergency needing attention. 
Be safe and be smart when working outside 
during the winter months.

My thanks go out to First Vice President 
Erdel and Secretary/Treasurer Miller for 
their outstanding work putting together a 
fiscally solid budget for 2022. This was Vice 
President Erdel’s first time putting together 
the FFAM budget and it does take some 
time and planning to make sure all funds 
will balance and the organization stays in a 
healthy financial condition. Job well done! 
Thank you both.

Hopefully, you have made plans to attend 
the MU FRTI Winter Fire School from 
February 4-6. If  you haven’t made plans, 
but have suddenly found yourself  with extra 
time reach out and see if  they still have avail-
able seating or utilize the webcast options 
and do what you can to enhance your fire 
service knowledge base.

If  you haven’t already marked your calen-
dars please note the Annual Candlelight and 
Memorial Service will be on May 14th and 
15th in Kingdom City. I know it probably 
feels like we just held those ceremonies, but 
this is getting us back on our normal spring 

schedule after the 2021 event was postponed 
as COVID continued to wreak havoc on 
scheduling. Please plan to attend and honor 
those members of  the Missouri fire service 
that have passed.

Make plans to work at the State Fair Fire 
Department by submitting your application 
on time. You will find this year there is an 
electronic option to submit your application 
for most wishing to apply. 

Junior Firefighters will still need to submit a 
copy with an extra signature and those that 
can’t submit electronically will still have an 
alternative method to apply. So look for the 
QR code, scan, and submit your application. 

The fair is slated to run August 11-21 so 
check your schedule and see what time you 
have available.

I am sure 2022 will present highs and lows 
for most of  us. Let’s try to focus on the highs 
and work toward reducing the negative 
effects of  the lows and maybe, just maybe we 
can make this year the best one yet. 

Please be safe in all you do and as always if  
you need anything from the FFAM please 
reach out to any of  the Board for assistance. 
Be Safe!

President’s Remarks

Larry Jennings

The Start of a New Year

SAVE THE DATE
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Happy New Year from Judy and I, and 
every member of  the Division of  Fire 

Safety team. We all wish every one of  you 
a healthy, safe and prosperous 2022. We at 
the Division of  Fire Safety want to express 
our appreciation to all the first responders 
who woke up each day and were the “best 
boots on the ground,” and left thousands of  
emergencies better than you found them in 
2021. May God continue to watch over you 
and protect each of  you in 2022.

I’m excited to announce we will be cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of  the Division 
of  Fire Safety throughout this year. On 
June 23rd, 1972 the 76th General Assembly 
and Governor Warren E. Hearnes signed 
Senate Bill 487 into law following extensive 
advocacy efforts by the members of  the 
Missouri fire service and the service orga-
nizations around the state, including the 
Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri, West 
Central Firemen’s Association, the Missouri 
Association of  Fire Chiefs, and Missouri 
Arson Association. 

Senate Bill No. 487 provided for the hiring 
of  a fire marshal, a deputy, four investigators 
and a secretary. The fire marshal and his 
staff were tasked with three basic responsi-
bilities, assist police, fire departments, and 
insurance investigators in cases of  suspected 
arson, establish a central records file on 
suspicious fires, and develop programs to 

train local fire departments in the collec-
tion and preservation of  evidence. Funding 
for the position and staff was approved in 
1973. I will be sharing more history on the 
Division in the coming magazines.

We want everyone to join our 50th anni-
versary celebration with us. Your first 
opportunity will be on Fire Fighter’s Day 
at the Capitol, April 5th, at noon. Plans are 
under way to have an exceptional program 
full of  history, previous State Fire Marshal’s, 
DPS directors and other Division members 
from days gone by. Please mark this on your 
calendar, come be part of  history that will 
be made.

The legislators have returned to the capital 
for the 2022 session. Expectations are high 
for a successful year. There has been over 
600 bills filed early on, several fire and first 
responder bills have been filed. If  you have a 
questions on a bill feel free to contact me. As 
always get to know your State Senator and 
Representative, it matters.

We have lost 140 of  our brothers and sisters 
this year across our nation. Many of  those 
due to COVID. My heart and prayers go 
out to each family affected. With that being 
said, if  you have had a firefighter who has 
passed away from COVID related illness 
please make sure it doesn’t meet the federal 
criteria for Line-of  Duty Death. If  you have 

any questions please contact me at 573-751-
1742. It’s never too late to ask!

It is time for 2022 annual fire department 
registration. We appreciate each of  you 
that registered last year. This information is 
very important. We use it while working fire 
mutual aid emergencies, and other matters 
throughout the year. Spread the world to 
your neighbors. Feel free to contact Eric.
hartman@dfs.dps.mo.gov if  you need assis-
tance. His state cell number, 573-821-0937

We also have $2000 to pay for work 
compensation insurance for any Volunteer 
Fire Department. Please call us and see if  
you qualify.

In closing, I’m humbled and honored to be 
serving as your state fire marshal in 2022. It 
is a responsibility I take very serious while it’s 
my watch. If  there is anything I or our DFS 
team can assist you with contact us. Thank 
you each for everything you do day in and 
day out. May God continue to keep you.

Fire Marshal’s Update

Tim Bean

Greetings from the 13th Floor

2022 MEMORIAL SERVICES

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE:
Saturday, May 14, 2022 • 9:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICE:
Sunday, May 15, 2022 • 10:30 a.m.

Kingdom City, Missouri
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING MINUTES
December 5, 2021 • Sedalia, Missouri • Secretary/Treasurer Jaime Miller Draft • Final Approval at Next Meeting

President Larry Jennings called the 
meeting of  the Board of  Directors of  

the Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri 
to order at 9:00 a.m., Sunday, December 
5, 2021, at the Missouri State Fair Fire 
Department in Sedalia, MO. The meeting 
began with the Pledge of  Allegiance.
 
ROLL CALL OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS

OFFICERS
President Larry Jennings, Johnson County 
FPD; First Vice President Rob Erdel, Little 
Dixie FPD; Second Vice President Grant 
Oetting, Higginsville FPD; Secretary-
Treasurer Jaime Miller, Johnson County 
FPD #2; Sergeant-at-Arms Rex Reynolds, 
Southern FPD of  Holt County.

DIRECTORS
District 1, Terry Wynne, Galt FPD; District 
2, Greg Wright, Shelbina FD; District 
6, Gary Berendzen, Cole County FPD; 
District 7, RB Brown, Union FPD; District 
10, Greg Brown, Eureka FPD; District 11, 
Billy Smith, North Central Carroll Co FPD; 
District 12, Rob Francis, Fruitland Area 
FPD; District 14, Rick Dozier, Southern 
FPD of  Holt County.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
District 3. Josh Loyd, Martinsburg Area 
FPD; District 4, Jonathan Evans, Lincoln 
FD; District 7, Andrew Caldwell, Boles 
FPD; District 14, Glen Dittmar, Dearborn 
Area FPD. District 14, Emily Sweet, Gower 
FPD.

OTHERS
Past President Ken Hoover, Little Dixie 
FPD.
 
GUESTS
Tim Bean, Eric Hartman, Missouri Division 
of  Fire Safety; Gail Hagans, David Hedrick, 
University of  Missouri Fire and Rescue 
Training Institute; Larry Eggen, Ben Burd, 
Kegan Wilson, Johnson County FPD; Chris 
Thompson, Holts Summit FPD; Keith 
Smith, Warrenton FPD; Chase Greeninges, 
Eureka FPD; Dylan Farrell, Union FPD; 
Ed Daugherty, Chillicothe FD; Craig 
Armstrong, SEMA; Doc Kritzer, Memorial 
Foundation; Kris White, Mayview FPD; 
Jonathan Ayres, Public Safety Solutions.
 

AGENDA
President Jennings asked for additions to the 
agenda. 

RB Brown moved to accept the agenda as 
presented. Gary Berendzen seconded the 
motion and all approved.
 
MINUTES
President Jennings asked for corrections 
to the October 3, 2021, meeting minutes. 
Billy Smith moved to accept the minutes 
as presented. Grant Oetting seconded the 
motion and all approved.
 
FINANCIAL REPORT
President Jennings asked for a review of  the 
September - October 2021 financial report. 
Rick Dozier moved to accept the financial 
report presented. RB Brown seconded the 
motion and all approved. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND SPECIAL 
GUEST(S)
Gail Hagans with the University of  Missouri 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute reported 
the Winter Fire School brochure is now 
available. WFS will be held February 4-6, 
2022.

MFA Grants will be sent out to the FFAM 
directors this week for scoring. There were 
82 applications received for $33k in grant 
funds.

State Fire Marshal Tim Bean with the 
Missouri Division of  Fire Safety reported 
that there has been a LODD in Belgrade 
Volunteer FD in Jefferson County. There 
was also a LODD last week in Cape 
Girardeau due to COVID. 

The state of  Missouri no longer recognizes 
covid as a LODD as of  August 31 but it does 
qualify as a federal LODD for the next two 
years.

January 3 starts the next legislative session. 
They are going to be working on statute 
320 regarding residency for fire investiga-
tors which now requires that an investigator 
has lived in Missouri for three years before 
applying for the position. The Division is 
hoping to get that provision removed. 

Eric Hartman has been reaching out to 
volunteer fire departments and associations 

to apply for the $2k worker’s compensation 
grant funding. Participation has been low 
so far so all departments that qualify are 
encouraged to apply. Contact the Division 
for more information.

Investigator Steve Grass is retiring. The 
Division also has a deputy chief  and regional 
chief  opening. There are four new investiga-
tors with the Division so you will be seeing 
some new faces. Deputy Chief  of  Training 
Becky Trapani will also be retiring in March.

Firefighters Day and the 50th Anniversary 
celebration of  the Division of  Fire Safety 
will be held on April 5, 2022.

Eric Hartman advised that fire department 
registration opened on December 1. They 
are due by March. They are no longer 
collecting ISO data. He also advised that 
educational and volunteer rescue squads are 
no longer being issued FDID numbers.

If  there are any local fire chief  organiza-
tional meetings in your area, send Eric 
Hartman the information. The Division 
would like to do a face-to-face at these 
meetings.

CORRESPONDENCE
A thank you letter was received from the 
JeffCo Fire Engine Rally for our support and 
participation.

OLD BUSINESS
President Jennings advised that the trailer for 
the 1929 engine has been received. Charlie 
Peel will report further at the next meeting. 

A discussion was held on the request from 
DMAT to house equipment at the State Fair 
Fire Department. Craig Armstrong with 
SEMA was present to answer any questions. 
DMAT would like to store a truck, trailer, 
and generator inside the station. Rick Dozier 
moved to partner with DMAT to house 
their equipment inside the State Fair Fire 
Department building with the arrange-
ment to be reviewed annually in December. 
Terry Wynne seconded the motion and all 
approved. 

NEW BUSINESS
President Jennings advised that Billy Smith 
has recommended Kris White with Mayview 
FPD be appointed as the new District 11 
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Assistant Director. Greg Brown moved 
to appoint Kris White as the District 11 
Assistant Director. Rex Reynolds seconded 
the motion and all approved. 

President Jennings advised he will be taking 
a harder look at the Director and Assistant 
Director positions that are less active. He 
advised the Directors to review their posi-
tions as well as their Assistants to make sure 
they are taking part or to step down if  they 
are no longer able to fill their appointed/
elected positions. 

A discussion was held regarding the 
February meeting date since it conflicts 
with Winter Fire School. RB Brown moved 
that the meeting be moved to February 13. 
Billy Smith seconded the motion and all 
approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

AWARDS COMMITTEE
President Jennings reported that the 
deadline for awards submissions is February 
28 but he encouraged everyone to start 
submitting now.

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Rob Erdel presented the 2022 proposed 
budget. Discussion followed. Terry Wynne 
moved to accept the 2022 budget as 
presented. Josh Loyd seconded the motion 
and all approved. 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report given.

CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE
David Hedrick reported that the Missouri 
Fire Chaplains Corps will be conducting 
a winter training session the Wednesday 
and Thursday before Winter Fire School, 
February 2-3, in Columbia, MO. The 
two classes are the Essentials of  Fire 
Chaplaincy both days, and Psychological 
Body Armor on Thursday. The Essentials 
of  Fire Chaplaincy is the Federation of  Fire 
Chaplains entry-level course required for 
chaplains to be full members of  the organi-
zation. Additional Information is available 
by contacting MFCC Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Hatcher at edhat@earthlink.net. MFCC 
is also planning on having an exhibit booth 
at the Winter Fire School Expo on Friday, 
February 4. 

On behalf  of  the MFCC and the FFC, we 
wish all of  you and your families a safe and 
blessed holiday.

CONTEST COMMITTEE
Gary Berendzen report that he will have 
contest information in the next magazine.

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
No report was given.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
No report was given.

FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE
RB Brown reported that the posters are due 
on Friday, before the start of  the convention, 
and can be turned in to the Auxiliary. The 
theme is “Learn the Sounds of  Fire Safety”. 
The rules can be found on the FFAM 
website.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Greg Brown reported that the new legisla-
tive session starts January 3. The Missouri 
Fire Service Alliance is looking at firefighter 
training money, firefighter I and II classes for 
each region, work comp grant, PTSD, and 
a secondary program separate from work 
comp, and cancer.

The Missouri Firefighter Critical Illness 
Trust Committee has submitted all paper-
work to the department of  insurance and 
the Secretary of  State for approval. The 
program will be running by January 1, 2022.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Grant Oetting reported the following 
membership counts: 518 Directors/
Councilman; 369 Retired; 20 Associate; 
11 Sustaining; 24 Corporate, 370 Fire 
Departments; 6558 Active; 1 Educational 
Entity; 6 Educational Active; 124 Juniors; 
7 EMS Department, 99 EMS individuals; 
1 911 Entity; 10 911 individuals. There are 
lots of  conferences coming up in 2022.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
No report was given.

NVFC COMMITTEE
Keith Smith reported that NVFC is looking 
at coming to Kansas City in 2024 for their 
annual meeting. He and President Jennings 
attended a Zoom meeting to get more infor-
mation on what they are looking at.

He advised he will be sending a summary of  
the NVFC fall meeting to the board and he 
also attended a networking meeting in Iowa.

Local Government Workers

ALWAYS ESSENTIAL

Thank you to all  
public servants  

working to keep  
our communities  
safe and healthy.
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Larry Eggen reported the deadline to apply 
for scholarships is February 28.

STATE FAIR COMMITTEE
RB Brown reported that they are working 
with the state regarding the issue in the 
women’s restroom. The 2022 fair will be 
August 11 – 21. 

Jonathan Evans presented Keith Smith with 
a donation to the museum project from the 
proceeds of  the Patriot’s Day BBQ sales.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
No report was given.

MAGAZINE
Jaime Miller reported that the next 
magazine deadline will be December 31. 

HISTORIAN REPORT
No report was given.

FIRE FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
No report was given as Harriett is assisting 
with a LODD.

EMS FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Greg Wright reported they have had two 
non-LODD call-outs. They now have a team 
and trailer in region 9.

Greg reported that he went to Kentucky 
in October to learn more about covid and 
PSOB benefits. The current PSOB benefit 
for a LODD is $389k. 

The 2021 conference went very well with 
the largest number of  registrations. They are 
no longer having a charity golf  tournament 
but will now be selling challenge coins as a 
fundraiser.

The annual conference is scheduled for 
October 14-16, 2022, at the lake and they 
will also be having a national honor guard 
academy. 

FOUNDATION REPORT
Keith Smith reported that they held a board 
meeting two weeks ago and the next meeting 
will be in January. They are working on a list 
of  suggestions for the next memorial.

The October service honored 10 LODD 
and 64 non-LODD. The 2022 memorial 
service will be held May 21-22.

The picnic shelter is done. 300’ of  brush 
along I-70 has been removed. The inside 
of  the museum has been painted. WSKF 
Architects is waiting on a memorandum of  
understanding to finalize the interior design 
and then they will send it to contractors.

If  you are wanting to purchase a kneeling 
firefighter statue, do it now as the price is 
increasing in 2022.

President Jennings adjourned the meeting at 
10:55 a.m.

$260 from the sale of an older electronic 
siren donated by John Wilke to the Missouri 

firefighter’s museum. Thank you to Chris 
Thompson for his accomplishment. 

The “BBQ team” presented a check for $2,147 to the Missouri firefighter’s museum. 
The donations were from the 20th anniversary of 9-11 events in Jefferson City.
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A Look Ahead

Greetings and welcome to a new year. I 
hope you had a great holiday season 

and were able to spend time with family and 
friends. Take the opportunity to look back 
on the year and see what great things you 
have accomplished. As we move into the 
new year and prepare for a successful one. 

Here are some things to add to your 
calendar. Winter Fire School is the first 
weekend of  February. Many great classes are 
being offered. 

Also, the Equipment Expo will be on Friday 
starting at noon and running until 8:00 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity to see the latest 
and greatest equipment. Come to Columbia 
and enjoy. It is always a good time for me, 

but I’ll admit, I spend more time talking 
to new and old friends than looking at 
equipment.

Firefighter day in Jefferson City will be in 
April. It is the 50th Anniversary for the 
Division of  Fire Safety in Missouri. There 
are some special events scheduled for the 
day. This is a good time to come to Jefferson 
City and talk to your legislators. If  you have 
never been, I encourage you to come and 
participate. Most legislators are eager to hear 
from you.
 
Convention is scheduled to be an in person 
event this year in Washington, Missouri. 
Washington always puts on a great conven-
tion. Some new things are planned as well as 
some long-standing traditions. Remember, 
all award nominations are due by the 28th 
of  February. Hotels are taking reservations 
and the convention and contest committees 
are ready for your registrations as well.
 

The annual Firefighter Memorial is sched-
uled for the third weekend in May. Saturday 
night candlelight and Sunday morning 
services will be held. This is a good time 
to come to Kingdom City to enjoy the 
Memorial and all its splender along with 
looking at the new building that will house 
the museum. 
 
Of  course, in August the State Fair rolls 
around. Applications are due by June 1st 
for those of  you wishing to serve at the fair. 
For those of  you that do, thank you for your 
service.
 
Thank you for letting me serve as your 1st 
Vice President for the organization. I will 
admit I am learning a lot and enjoying it 
very much. If  there is anything I can do 
for you, please feel free to contact me at 
anytime.
 
Thank you for your service to your commu-
nity and be safe.

Rob Erdel

1st VP Comments

The 2021 stair climb at the Jefferson 
Building in Jefferson City, was a wonderful 
tribute to those who climbed the stairs 
in the Twin Towers on that fateful 9/11, 

twenty years ago. In 2020 the stair 
climb was done virtually due to 
COVID. A lot of  information 
technologies have been developed 
through 2020 and 2021 to keep 
us connected and informed. 
The 2021 stair climb put us 
back together, physically, with 
precautions of  masks, sani-
tizers, and social distancing. It 
was nice to be together again 
and mingle, without Zoom.

I was particularly drawn to 
the kids that were there this 
time. Some of  the kids were 
dressed like firefighters. 
One little girl, who looked 
to be around six years old, 
had a plastic fire helmet 
on and was being held on 
her daddy’s hip. She was 
pointing to every person 

she saw in firefighters’ gear. As she pointed 
she would say, “Look, Daddy! That’s a 
really real firefighter!” “Look, Daddy! 
There’s a really real firefighter lady!” 
Each time she saw another her volume 
and excitement increased. The dad was 
so patient and would smile and agree with 
her, that indeed all the ones she pointed 
at were “Real Fire Fighters.” “Look, look 
Daddy!! Now that there, that’s a Really 
REAL Fire Fighter Man!”
 
The dad, dressed in jeans and a red 
T-shirt, caught the eye of  the man in total 
turnout gear, who was close enough to 
hear the little girl’s excitement at spotting 
him. The firefighter walked up to them 
and said hello to the little girl. The little 
girl’s face lit up and she said, “You are 
a really real firefighter.” The firefighter 
nodded and said, “I am so glad you came 
today.”
 
The conversation went on a bit between 
the three of  them, then I heard the fire-
fighter ask the little girl, “And what does 
your daddy do?”

She was so cute the way she tilted her 
head, blonde bouncy curls sticking out 
from under the plastic helmet, looked 
him right in the eyes, and said, “My 
daddy?” The firefighter nodded. “Oh, he’s 
nothing.. just an IT man.”
 
The dad chuckled and the firefighter 
grinned. The two men instantly knew 
that both their jobs were important and 
they counted on each other’s abilities in 
ways that little girl couldn’t comprehend. 
Information technologies are increas-
ingly seen as an asset to firefighters. The 
more data firefighters have, the better 
informed they are to deal with fires and 
other hazards. This technology trend in 
firefighting helps save lives and valuable 
resources. That little girl may not know it 
yet, but her dad is a “really real” big part 
of  the firefighter’s present and future.

Happy New Year and cheers to firefighters 
and IT for 2022!

A NOTE FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL’S WIFE By Judy Bean
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SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS

YOUR SOURCE FOR FIRE APPARATUS SALES, TRAINING AND SUPPORT

Central County Fire & Rescue designed one of their three new Pierce pumpers in honor of American Veterans. The department provides 
fire protection services to St. Peters, Missouri, the former home of Marine Lance Corporal Jared Schmitz, one of the 13 U.S. service 

members killed in action on August 26, 2021 in Afghanistan. The truck incorporates multiple elements of military service and sacrifice 
including the POW/MIA theme and the emblems for every military branch. Each department has an important story to tell, and custom 

graphics from Pierce encompass every detail.

This unit hauls 650 gallons of water and features a Pierce PUC™ pump capable of delivering up to 1,500 gpm. 

We’re honored to be part of this project. Thank you for choosing MacQueen Emergency. 

CONTACT MACQUEEN EMERGENCY:
info@macqueengroup.com  |  636-239-3867  |  MACQUEENGROUP.COM 

18449 US Highway 66  |  Eureka, MO 63025

SEE THIS TRUCK AT THE MISSOURI WINTER FIRE SCHOOL EXPO FEBRUARY 4, 2022.



The Knob Noster Fire Department 
(KNFD) held its Annual Santa Comes 

to Town event Saturday, December 18th, 
2021. Due to current events, precautions 
were taken to keep department members 
safe as well as our community. As in every 
other event in 2021, COVID-19 and all of  
its variants continue to be on the minds of  
your fire department. At most of  our stops, 
family members were masked up as asked 
and social distancing was maintained and 
observed.

During this event KNFD transports Santa all 
over town on the fire trucks delivering gifts 
to smiling children, bringing much-needed 
holiday cheer to the community. Gifts are 
furnished by the parents of  each child and 
those not receiving a gift are given a candy 
cane from Santa’s private stock.

KNFD started this tradition in 1990 with 
old Engine 1 and a very short list of  deliv-
eries. 2021 deliveries totaled 65 scheduled 
stops with over 200 gifts delivered while 
traveling a 20-mile route. Numerous stops 
were made to greet youngsters that poured 
into the streets to greet the Jolly Old Elf. At 
one point while delivering gifts on one end 
of  a street, a group of  children could be 
heard at the other end of  the street chanting 
“Santa, Santa, Santa.” This has been one of  
KNFD’s best years to date.

When 2022 rolls around KNFD will have 
carried on this tradition for 31 years. It is 
amazing to see a lot of  these kids at our stops 
every year and watch those kids grow up.
KNFD would like to also wish our brothers 
and sisters across the state a very Merry 
Christmas and the best for a prosperous and 
safe New Year. 

Our Condolences to the Boone County 
Fire Protection District on the LODD of  
Assistant Chief  Bryant Gladney. Remember 
mask up, wash your hands, and social 
distance. Be safe everyone.

SANTA COMES TO TOWN 
By Knob Noster Fire Department

Knob Noster Fire Department



 January - February 2022  |  FFAM.org 13

CA Lic#0041343   ©2020 CCMC   Insurance not available in AK, HI, MA, MI, NY, WI. Coverages described are subject to 
availability and eligibility. Amazon.com is not a sponsor of this promotion. Restrictions apply. See website for complete details.

1.866.268.1754
ForOurFirefighters.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE, 
NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE.

California Casualty Auto and Home Insurance provides FFAM Members the rates, benefits and customer service you deserve.  
Our policies are designed with you and your family in mind. We promise to do more for the people who give more. 

$25 
FREE 

with Auto 
Quote!

Exclusive Member Rates  |  Payment Skip Options  |  Reduced Deductible Benefit  |  Fallen Hero Benefit  | 

And... for the opportunity to provide you a no-obligation quote, California Casualty 
will give you a $25 Amazon.com Gift Card — limited offer while supplies last.

Gift card offer not availble in AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MD, MS, NC, ND, SC, TN, TX, UT and WV.

OUR PROMISE
PROTECT THOSE WHO  
PROTECT OUR COMMUNITY

®

KNEELING FIRE FIGHTER 
A FIREFIGHTER MUSEUM FUNDRAISER

 Name _____________________________________________________  

 Shipping Address ___________________________________________

 City _______________________ State ________  Zip ____________

 Phone _____________________ Email _________________________ 

 Quantity ________ x $85      Free Shipping     Total: _______________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 c Check c Visa  c Mastercard  c Discover  c AmEx

 Name on card ______________________________________________

 Card # ____________________________________________________ 

 Signature __________________________________________________

 Exp. Date __________________ CCV __________________________

 Make checks payable to “FFAM Museum”

Mail to:  Gail Hagans, Memorial, 5641 N Autumn Dr., Columbia, MO 65202

Email questions to: ffammuseum@gmail.com

Order online at ffam.org or our  

Facebook page @ffmuseumproject

Free shipping
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In May 1969, a group of  individuals who 
saw a need for fire protection south of  

Jefferson City formed the Cole County 
Volunteer Fire Department. They had one 
fire engine to begin with and a few dedicated 
firefighters.

And from there, the dream grew.

In 1993, voters approved going from a 
volunteer department to a tax-supported fire 
protection district.

In November 2018, voters in the district 
approved a 27-cent tax increase to pay 
for new equipment and trucks that began 
arriving in 2020.

Today, the district covers 220 square miles 
in three different counties (Cole, Osage 
and Miller) with seven fire stations and 35 
members on the fire service.

Currently, the district has four members 
who have 50-plus years of  firefighting 
service: Donnie Braun, Gary Smith, Wayne 
Hammann and Steve Cearlock.

In 2018, Braun submitted his resignation 
as chief. Braun, who currently serves on 
the district board, was one of  the original 
members of  what was then called the Cole 
County Volunteer Fire Department that was 
established in 1969.

“When we started, we had one pumper 
truck and acquired a tanker truck a few 
years later,” Braun said. “We covered 
100 square miles back then, trained with 
Jefferson City firefighters, and donations had 
to be given to equip us.”

Braun said they had to sell memberships to 
keep the service going in the early years.

“At one point, we only had two or three 
hundred dollars in the bank, and we had to 
run eight or nine months with that,” Braun 
said. “I put some money of  my own in to 
keep gas in the truck.”

Gary Smith came to the district a year after 
Braun in 1970. He too is retired from the 
active fire department, but still serves on the 
district board.

Smith said he wasn’t looking to become a 
firefighter when he joined.

“I was just asked by one of  the guys who 
was on the department, and that’s how I got 
started,” Smith said.

“I don’t know exactly why I’ve stuck around 
other than it grows on you bad, or good, 
whatever you want to call it,” Smith said with 
a laugh. “It’s a big family. We’ve got a lot of  
good people, and I just simply enjoy it.”

In looking back, Smith said the fire district 
has come a long way.

“Our first station was off of  Route C, and 
the firefighters and volunteers helped put 
that one up,” Smith said. “We called that 
group the Faithful 8 that got that station 
built. Things really took off when we became 
a district in 1993.”

Smith said even though there weren’t many 
serving on the district in the early years, 
they worked well together and became an 
extended family.

“We could only do so much with one truck 
and 500 gallons of  water,” Smith said. “That 
didn’t last long, though, because we came up 
with more equipment. We learned a lot.”

Thanks to the voters approving the increase 
in 2018, the district will have equipment that 
is less than 10 years old over the next few 
years.

Hammann is the current fire chief  of  the 
district, a retired assistant chief  with the 
Jefferson City Fire Department with 50 years 
of  service on the district.

“The younger generation of  volunteers 
is really energetic, dedicated and hard-
working,” Hammann said. “The support we 
get from the citizens is unbelievable. It was 

FOUR FIREFIGHTERS • A HALF-CENTURY OF SERVICE 
By Jeff Haldiman, Jefferson City News-Tribune

From left to right is Steve Cearlock, Wayne Hammann, Gary Smith and Donnie Braun. All four firefighters are from the 
Cole County Fire Protection District and each has over 50 years with the District. Picture by Julie Smith News Tribune.
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19922 W 162nd Street Olathe, KS 66062 
Office:913-780-5521 www.conradfire.com

Call us today, to see how Conrad Fire Equipment can serve your 
department.  We have a full line of manufacturers we work with to 

make us your one stop shop for all of your department needs.  
Whether it be Fire Apparatus, Ambulances or Equipment, not only 

do we sell, we do service too! 

difficult in the early years, but we had good 
camaraderie among the guys.

“I’m not bragging, but I think we’re one of  
the best volunteer departments around,” 
Hammann said.

“Yeah, we’re braggin’,” Smith laughed.

“The guys now are forming committees 
to be involved in making the trucks that 
will serve the district in the future,” said 
Cearlock, who serves as district public infor-
mation officer. He began as a firefighter with 
the Ballwin Fire Protection District in 1970.

The district has 32 different types of  
vehicles, such as engines, tankers and brush 
trucks.

“The support we get from our families can’t 
be underestimated,” Hammann added.

“When you leave when the tones go out, it 
could be a holiday or a birthday, you have 
to go no matter what,” Cearlock said. “I 
remember a Christmas Eve when we had to 
go to a structure fire in Apache Flats, and it 
was an all-nighter, and everybody had to be 
called out.”

Hammann said they used to have a lot of  
large fires because of  a large amount of  
older buildings in the district.

“Once those buildings caught fire, they went 
to the ground,” Hammann said. “We didn’t 
have the water supply and (we had) limited 
manpower to fight those.”

A fire that sticks in Hammann’s mind 
occurred several years ago at what is now the 
Jefferson City Jaycees Fairgrounds.

“At that time, they were boarding horses, 
and we lost several of  those animals,” 
Hammann said. “It was a big loss because 
people were attached to those horses.”

In the more than 50 years the district has 
been in existence, Hammann said they’ve 
only had two fires where fatalities occurred, 
and those occurred in the last five years.

Over the last several years, responding 
to motor vehicle crashes has become the 
majority of  their calls for service.

“With U.S. 54 very busy during the summer, 
we’ll run 75-80 percent of  our calls on that 
highway,” Hammann said. “It’s nothing to 
have two to three accidents in just one day. 
When we have winter storms, we’ll get 10-12 
calls in a day for people sliding off 54.”

Braun, Smith, Hammann and Cearlock said 
they are still looking for more residents to 
become the next generation of  firefighters 
in the district. They added it’s not easy to be 
a firefighter due to the amount of  training 
required.

“It’s hard for the younger generation to give 
up the amount of  time that training takes,” 
Hammann said. “You have to be away from 
your family and your job, but we do have 
some good dedicated people right now. We 
just wish there’d be more because, us old 
guys, we’re not going to be around much 
longer.”

So Hammann was asked, “How much 
longer will you continue to do this?”

“I enjoy doing what I’m doing,” Hammann 
said. “I think the best answer was when I 
worked for Jefferson City, and they asked me 
when I was going to retire, I said, ‘When I 

come in, and it’s not fun anymore, I’m going 
to retire.”

While Smith retired from active duty, he said 
he plans to help however he can, whether 
that be on the board or in some other way.

“We changed our structure to where the 
board doesn’t run the department, that’s 
now on the chief, and that took a lot of  
burden away,” Smith laughed. “I didn’t 
think I’d be able to walk away from working 
out there. But I’ve got to admit that was 
great. I enjoyed what I did, and I’m so glad 
to see what’s happening because this depart-
ment is really growing.”

The four veterans still look back to the times 
when they literally flew by the seat of  their 
pants to respond to emergencies.

Cearlock said he could remember in the 
early days of  the district where firemen 
would have to put on their gear on the fire 
truck as they were headed to a call.

“We have gotten smarter about things, 
haven’t we?” Smith laughed.
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Greetings from the east side of  the state. 
I hope that everyone had the most 

amazing Christmas and brought in the new 
year with family and friends. Let’s hope that 
the new year will be lots better than the last. 
A lot of  things can happen in the state with 
mother nature, she has been keeping us 
on our toes. I cut a lot of  persimmons and 
everyone of  them had a spoon, which the 
wives’ tales say means we are going to do a 
lot of  shoveling.  Let’s cross our fingers that 
Jack Frost and mother nature will be kind to 
us this winter.

Here is a brief  point for the winter weather. 
According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), heating is the second 
leading cause of  U.S. home fires, deaths and 
injuries. December, January and February 
are the peak months for heating fires. Space 
heaters are the type of  equipment most often 
involved in home heating equipment fires, 
figuring in two of  every five fires.

Often called the invisible killer, carbon 
monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless gas 
created when fuels such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, propane, etc. do not burn. In the home, 
heating and cooking equipment that burn 
fuel are potential sources of  CO. Carbon 
monoxide incidents are more common 
during the winter months, and in residential 
properties.

December is the peak time of  year for home 
candle fires; the top four days for home 
candle fires are New Year’s Day, Christmas, 
New Year’s Eve and Christmas Eve. Each 
year approximately an average of  25 home 
candle fires were reported each day so if  you 
use them make sure the candle is not close to 
anything that can burn also when you leave 
put the candle out.

Electrical home fires are a leading cause of  
home fires in the U.S. Roughly half  of  all 
home electrical fires involved electrical distri-
bution or lighting equipment, while nearly 
another half  involved other known types of  
equipment like washer or dryer fans, and 
portable or stationary space heaters.

Let’s hope the sate of  Missouri will not face 
a winter storm, most of  the U.S. is at risk for 
winter storms, which can cause dangerous 
and sometimes life-threatening conditions. 
Blinding wind-driven snow, extreme cold, 
icy road conditions, downed trees and power 
lines can all wreak havoc on our daily sched-
ules. Home fires occur more in the winter 
than in any other season, and heating equip-
ment is involved in one of  every six reported 
home fires, and one in every five home fire 
deaths.

Portable generators are useful during power 
outages; however, many homeowners are 
unaware that the improper use of  portable 
generators can be risky. The most common 
dangers associated with portable genera-
tors are carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, 
electrical shock or electrocution, and fire 
hazards. According to a Consumer Product 
Safety Commission report, half  of  the 
generator-related deaths happened in the 
four coldest months of  the year, November 
through February, and portable generators 
were involved in the majority of  carbon 
monoxide deaths involving engine-driven 
tools. If  you are using generators place the 
unit outside away from windows and doors. 
And never refill the unit while its hot.

Winter driving can be hazardous and scary, 
especially regions that get a lot of  snow and 
ice. Additional preparations can help make 
a trip safer, or help motorists deal with an 
emergency. This safety information may help 
prevent motor vehicle injuries due to winter 
storms. The three Ps of  Safe Winter Driving: 
Prepare for the trip; Protect yourself; and 
Prevent crashes on the road.

PREPARE
Maintain Your Car: Check battery, tire tread, 
and windshield wipers, keep your windows 
clear, put no-freeze fluid in the washer reser-
voir, and check your antifreeze. 

Have On Hand: flashlight, jumper cables, 
abrasive material (sand, kitty litter, even floor 
mats), shovel, snow brush and ice scraper, 
warning devices (like flares) and blankets. For 
long trips, add food and water, medication 
and cell phone. Stopped or stalled? Stay in 
your car, don’t overexert, put bright markers 
on antenna or windows and shine dome 
light, and, if  you run your car, clear exhaust 
pipe and run it just enough to stay warm. 

Plan Your route: Allow plenty of  time (check 
the weather and leave early if  necessary), be 
familiar with the maps/ directions, and let 
others know your route and arrival time.

Practice Cold Weather Driving!
 •  During the daylight, rehearse maneuvers 

slowly on ice or snow in an empty lot.
 •  Steer into a skid.
 •  Know what your brakes will do: stomp 

on antilock brakes, pump on non-antilock 
brakes.

 •  Stopping distances are longer on 
water-covered ice and ice.

 •  Don’t idle for a long time with the windows 
up or in an enclosed space.

PROTECT YOURSELF
 •  Buckle up and use child safety seats 

properly.
 •  Never place a rear-facing infant seat in 

front of  an air bag.
 •  Children 12 and under are much safer in 

the back seat.

PREVENT CRASHES
 •  Drugs and alcohol never mix with driving.

Robert Brown 
Director

News From District

7
Winter Weather Driving Safety Tips
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Winter Weather Driving Safety Tips

 •  Slow down and increase distances between 
cars.

 •  Keep your eyes open for pedestrians 
walking in the road.

 •  Avoid fatigue – Get plenty of  rest before 
the trip, stop at least every three hours, and 
rotate drivers if  possible.

 •  If  you are planning to drink, designate a 
sober driver.

Let’s look into the future and think warmer 
thoughts as in the spring and summer. The 
2022 FFAM Convention in Washington will 
be here the first weekend of  May and I hope 
everyone will be attending taking classes 
and competing at the firefighter games. 
Have your winning poster winners from 
your district turned in before the start of  
the convention to the FFAM Auxiliary. The 
poster rules and regulations are in the Fire 
Prevention Committee page on the FFAM 
website. 

In closing I hope the new year will be very 
productive, safe and the best year each and 
everyone has had. Until we meet again be 
safe.
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Every day, local government workers 
serve tirelessly to make our commu-

nities great places to live. They keep our 
lights on, parks clean, streets safe, neighbors 
healthy, cities vibrant, and so much more. 
Missouri LAGERS knows that while these 
men and women don’t wear capes, they are 
the true heroes among us. The LAGERS 
Local Government Hero Award is annually 
bestowed upon an outstanding LAGERS 
member who has consistently acted above 
and beyond their call of  duty in service to 
making their community a better place. This 
year, LAGERS is proud to announce Dan 
Burns as the 2021 Local Government Hero 
award winner. 

As a mechanic for Battlefield Fire Protection 
District, Dan jokes his job duties are too 
varied to list everything he does each day. 
While Dan’s primary duties focus on fire 
apparatus maintenance and repair, he is a 
true jack-of-all-trades and helps the district 
with anything that requires service or 
maintenance. On any given day you might 
find Dan serving as a plumber, an electrical 
engineer, an IT specialist, HVAC technician, 
tow truck operator, parts fabricator, and the 
list goes on and on. Dan says with a smile, 
“if  there’s something that needs to get done, 
I just jump in and do it.”

Dan’s nominators tell LAGERS that while 
Dan may not be a firefighter, he is one of  
the most critical members of  their team, 
and there is nothing Dan can’t or won’t 
do in service to the District and members 
of  their community. Dan’s focus on doing 
things right the first time and figuring it 
out for himself  (instead of  outsourcing the 
work) has saved the district untold resources. 
His resource-saving attitude has enabled 
the district to enhance their services for the 
community, and his coworkers note that this 
willingness to serve beyond the scope of  his 
job, and at any hour of  the day, is without 
a doubt what makes him a hero to his 
community.

Dan tells LAGERS that he loves being able 
to solve problems and make sure things 
are fixed right the first time. He notes he 
has particularly enjoyed being tasked with 
designing and building equipment for 
District personnel to use on emergency calls. 
He also says that he loves the interaction 
he gets to have with the firefighters and the 
public saying, “the fire crews take care of  the 
community and I like to think I take care of  
the crews.”

While every employee of  the district seems 
to have their own ‘Dan story,’ Fire Chief  
Moore says it best: “everyone just needs a 
Dan.” 

Whether it is driving to Iowa to get a part for 
an apparatus so it can get back into service 
quickly, helping an employee fix their car in 
the parking lot so they don’t have to call a 
tow truck, or salting and blading driveways 
at 1 a.m. on a snowy morning so that the 
crews can safely get out, you can always 
count on Dan!

Dan was recognized at the 54th Annual 
LAGERS meeting at the Lake of  the 
Ozarks in October. Fellow finalists, Robyn 
Kaufman, retired executive director with 
Boone County Family Recourses, and Mike 
Chambers, an administrator with Macon 
County Health Department joined Dan 

in being honored. As Dan addressed the 
audience, he noted, “the real heroes are the 
men and women who put their lives on the 
line every day who don’t get appreciated.” 
Dan thanks all public servants for doing a 
great job, and LAGERS could not agree 
more. 

LAGERS is proud to serve Dan and all the 
heroic men and women who serve their 
communities every day.

VIDEO
www.molagers.org/
local-government-hero-info/ 

MEET THE NOMINEES:
www.molagers.org/ 
2021-local-government-hero-nominees/

LAGERS’ LOCAL GOVERNMENT HERO: DAN BURNS
By Missouri LAGERS

Battlefield FPD

Dan Burns • Battlefield Fire Protection District

“if there’s something that needs to get done,  
I just jump in and do it.”
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Welcome to the New Year everyone. 
A reminder that NFVC will be in 

Kansas City, Missouri for their 3-day Fall 
Meeting the last week in September 2024.

Back tracking to the 3-day Fall Meeting in 
Jackson, Wyoming, which started October 
14th. The theme was “Faith, Family and 
Fire Service” and marked the release for 
the 2nd Edition of  the “Lavender Report” 
which is focused on fire service cancer. Each 
renewing FFAM member department should 
be receiving a copy. Among the many house-
keeping items was working on the strategic 
plan for 2021-2025. Individual membership 
for NVFC is nearing 28,000 reflecting a 
growth of  56% since 2011. New corporate 
sponsors for 2021 included FM Global, 
General Motors and Johnson Controls 
bringing the corporate partnership total to 
55. NVFC had trained 2,600 during the 
first 9-months of  2021 via their webinar’s 
averaging 1.5 topics per month with a goal 
of  2 per month in 2022. They have 18,000 
followers on Facebook and expanded their 
international firefighter partnerships. Point 
of  fact, the Germany equivalent of  our 
President Jennings spent some time before 
Christmas with NFVC President Steve 
Hirsch at his home in Western Kansas.

The Health and Safety Committee revealed 
a new blood testing program is being studied 
which is showing some promise in detecting 
50-different cancers. If  proven reliable, 
this would be ground breaking in terms of  
early detection and intervention in several 
(not all) types of  cancer. They also reported 
that due to confidentiality and information 
security concerns the hope for a national 
registry by 1-year ago remains another 1-2 
years out. Disappointing but still progressing. 
They also arranged for a guest presenter 
regarding liquid CO-2 (Carbon Dioxide) 
cleaning of  bunker gear which claims to 
remove 80 to 90% of  all carcinogens vs. 
45-50% by conventional extractor. I will 
summarize their 45-minutes in 4-sentences. 
1) It is another ground breaking devel-
opment in controlling contaminates in 
bunker gear, but currently cost prohibitive 

to 95% of  most departments. 2) Currently 
purchasing the smallest system is a minimum 
of  $500,000 up to $1-M for the largest. 3) 
Likely the future for some grant requests 
by our nation largest departments. 4) The 
next best option is using a contractor but 
that can run $90-100 per set plus shipping 
cost. Their report on COVID in Fire 
and EMS was staggering with confirmed 
numbers vs. reported being very different. 
As of  mid-September fire had confirmed 
192-deaths with over 400-reported being 
reported. The submitted number in EMS 
was much larger at 1,200.

The Wildland Committee had numerous 
reports on the western wildfires and the 
7-states with the most significant impact on 
commerce, property and economy. They 
also outlined the impact on state volunteer 
departments that spent days/weeks and 
some cases months plus hundreds in mutual 
add from other states. 

Not something that we experience in the 
Midwest thanks to mostly adequate rain fall 
plus different terrain, wind and humidity 
conditions.

NVFC is working on a documentary of  
volunteer fire departments in the USA using 
several departments from several states and 
numerous stories of  service and sacrifice 
from across the country. A production 
company was hired for this project and was 
made possible by a $360,000 grant from the 
John Deere Grant Foundation. John Deere is 
also one of  the NVFC Corporate Partners.

Just in case any of  you are interested in 
furthering your education or working 
toward a degree program through Columbia 
Southern, they have reduced their Tuition 
for individual NVFC Members. This could 
save you 5% or more per class, depending 
on the class. That would make your annual 
individual membership of  just $24.00 very 
attractive.

Thank you for your time and allowing Rob 
and I to serve on your behalf  with NVFC.

NVFC UPDATE
By Keith Smith

Cancer Detection and Prevention
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Vice-president, Secretary/Treasurer, 
Sergeant at Arms, and Historian Public 
Information Officer. They shall be elected by 
nomination and majority vote of  the autho-
rized delegates at the annual convention 
on even years. All officers shall be elected 
for a term of  two years at the same time. 
**In extenuating circumstances (example: 
pandemic, natural disaster, etc.) election 
time and location may be adjusted with full 
intention of  minimal changes as possible. 

ARTICLE V EXECUTIVE BOARD
The Executive Board shall consist of  
all current Auxiliary Officers and the 
Immediate Past President of  the FFAM 
Auxiliary. 

ARTICLE V VI VOTING PROCEDURES
Delegate(s)
 •  Each department shall have 1 voting 

delegate per regular business meeting, and 
a majority vote rules.

 •  Each department may have 2 convention 
delegates which are active paid members 
of  the FFAM Auxiliary.

 •  If  there is only 1 qualified auxiliary 
member from your department that 
person shall serve as a delegate with only 
one vote.

 •  Delegates must be present at the conven-
tion to vote.

ARTICLE VI VII VOTING ELECTION
The nominees shall consent to serve before 
their names are placed on the ballot, 
and they shall be in attendance at the 
convention.

A simple majority of  delegates votes is 
required for election.

Officers shall be elected for a two-year 
period. No officer may serve more than two, 
two year terms consecutively in any one 
office and shall attend all board meetings. 
**Being in attendance can be in person and 
via ZOOM

All officers, not including past presidents, 
are required to attend a minimum of  three 
regular bimonthly business meetings. The 
Annual FFAM Conventions are required in 
addition to the three bimonthly meetings. If  
unable to attend any meeting, notification 
must be given to a current Auxiliary officer. 
If  the requirements are not met, after your 
second absence of  the bimonthly meetings 

a letter will be sent requesting your intent. 
After your third absence, a final letter will be 
sent and your office position will be filled by 
another Auxiliary Member appointed by the 
Executive Board for the completion of  your 
term.

Officers’ terms shall begin at the close of  the 
annual convention.

ARTICLE VII VIII DUTIES OF THE 
OFFICERS
The Executive Board shall consist of  all the 
Auxiliary Officers and the immediate Past 
President and shall have such powers as 
voted by the Auxiliary.

President: It shall be the duty of  the 
President to:
 a)  Preside at all meetings of  the Auxiliary 

and all meetings of  the Executive Board
 b)  Appoint all committees and shall be 

voting, ex-officio member of  all commit-
tees except the Nominating Committee.

 c)  Have the power to call special meetings 
of  a committee, and to call special 
meeting of  this organization.

First Vice-President: It shall be the duties 
of  the First Vice-President to:
 a)  Perform all duties and assume all respon-

sibilities of  the President during the 
absence of  the President

 b)  Work with the Convention Committee in 
the host town at the annual convention 
and be responsible for all convention 
items

 c)  Shall assume the chairperson of  the audit 
committee. This duty will be performed 
and completed before the Annual 
Convention.

Second Vice-President: It shall be the 
duties of  the Second Vice-President to:
 a)  Perform all duties and assume all respon-

sibilities of  the President during the 
absence of  the First Vice-President and 
President.

 b)  Be the membership chairperson and 
shall make every effort to increase the 
membership of  the Auxiliary

 c)  Keep an up-to-dated roster of  the 
Auxiliary membership and provide all 
officers and past 3 presidents with this list.

Secretary-Treasurer: It shall be the duties 
of  the Secretary-Treasurer to:
 a)  Keep an accurate record of  all of  the 

FFAM AUXILIARY BYLAWS

ARTICLE I NAME
The name of  this organization shall be 
the Auxiliary to the Fire Fighters Association 
of  Missouri, hereinafter referred to as the 
Auxiliary.

ARTICLE II OBJECTIVE AND POLICIES
 • To promote firefighting safety
 • To promote fire prevention education
 • To give fire and emergency assistance
 •  To create and maintain a fellowship 

among members of  the Auxiliary

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP
Membership shall consist of  spouse, spouse 
of  retiree, parents of  the member, children 
of  members and/or be sponsored by a 
firefighter from their local department who 
is in good standing with the Fire Fighters 
Association of  Missouri

Honorary Members: Widows or widowers, 
who were active members of  the Auxiliary 
at the time of  their spouse’s death, shall be 
given life membership with all privileges of  
members. Children of  fire fighters, who have 
passed away, may remain active members of  
the Auxiliary, and will continue to pay yearly 
dues.

Membership Dues: Dues shall be five dollars 
per year, payable January 1 before the 
convention. The dues will be remitted to the 
Second Vice President.

ARTICLE IV OFFICERS
The Officers of  this Auxiliary shall consist 
of  a President, First Vice-President, Second 

I hope this message finds you well after the 
holiday season. As you read, you will find 

the most recent updates of  the Auxilary 
By-Laws and Standing Rules. All things 
being removed are struck through and high-
lighted in red. All new items being presented 
are simply highlighted in red. Most changes 
are simply rewording or updated as neces-
sary with the current time, however, there 
are a few new other changes that we feel are 
important to add. Please feel free to reach 
out if  you have any questions. These will 
be reviewed again at the February 2022 
Auxilary meeting. I hope that you all have a 
blessed 2022 and look foward to seeing you 
all soon. 

AUXILIARY BY LAW CHANGES 
By Joni Fields, Auxiliary Sergeant at Arms, Paris Rural Fire Protection District

Review at the February 2022 Auxilary Meeting
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auxiliary meetings. A copy of  all minutes 
shall be provided to the President and all 
Board members prior to the submission 
to the media

 b)  Be responsible for bringing recorder and 
have available the prior recorded meeting 
minutes. 

Be responsible for maintaining all written 
meeting minutes from meetings held. 
(Meeting minutes will be recorded using 
the ZOOM recording option and be able 
through the ZOOM Account maintained by 
the Public Information Officer)
 c)  Conduct the correspondence of  the 

Auxiliary
 d)  Be custodian of  all funds of  the Auxiliary, 

receiving and disbursing funds upon the 
authorization of  the Auxiliary. The books 
shall be in order at all times. For the audit 
the following shall be provided: a detailed 
list of  expenditures, deposits, balanced 
bank statements and the checkbook

Maintain all finances of  the Auxiliary, 
including but not limited to: receiving and 
disbursing of  funds, management of  funds 
and accounts, etc. as needed and authorized 
by the Auxiliary. 
 e)  Audit-must include a detailed list of  

expenses, deposits, balanced bank state-
ments and the checkbook.

 e)  The checking account will now be 
required to have two signatures on the 
signature card the bank holds for verifica-
tion of  funds deposited/disbursed.

****the FFAM Auxiliary Checkbook requires 
there to be two signatures on the signature 
card for verification of  funds deposited/
disbursed.

Historian: It shall be the duty of  the 
Historian to:

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
 a)  Shall attend meetings/conventions and 

maintain the history data of  the Auxiliary
 b)  Keep an updated list of  officers past and 

present, convention sites, and Auxiliary 
Member of  the Year.

 c)  Maintain all FFAM Auxiliary Social 
Media Sites

 d)  Prepare and make certain all virtual 
meeting options and opportunities are 
given to membership for all meetings and 
conventions

 e)  Send any correspondence to news media 
outlets when necessary and appropriate 
(secretary will maintain control of  
meeting minutes and their publication)

Sergeant at Arms: It shall be the duty of  
the Sergeant at Arms to:
 a) Aid the President by preserving order
 b) Notify delegates of  voting procedure
 c) Distribute and count election ballots
 d) Certify votes, if  necessary
 e) Review the bylaws for updating and 
presenting those changes at the annual 
convention
 f) Shall read Roll Call of  Auxiliary 

Membership Departments during conven-
tion between the reading of  the minutes and 
the treasurer’s report.

ARTICLE VIII IX COMMITTEES AND 
THEIR DUTIES
Nominating Committee: The 
Nominating Committee shall consist of  
the immediate past three presidents. This 
committee will be responsible for submit-
ting a slate of  officers for the election at the 
convention.

Auditing Committee: Auditing 
Committee’s responsibilities shall be to audit 
the financial record keeping and report this 
audit at the convention. This audit shall 
take place before the annual convention. 
The committee will consist of  the 1st Vice-
President and a member as appointed by the 
President.

Shall consist of  the 1st Vice president and 
a member appointed by the President. The 
committee is responsible for the audit of  the 
financial record keeping and reporting this 
audit at convention. The audit shall take 
place before convention.

AUXILIARY MEMBER/DEPARTMENT 
OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE: 
The committee shall consist of  the past 
three winners from the previous years. 
Their duties shall consist of  presenting the 
nomination story and to obtain and present 
the plaque.

Shall consist of  the past 3 winners. The 
committee is responsible for presenting the 
nomination story, obtaining and presenting 
of  the plaque at convention. **In extenu-
ating circumstances (example: pandemic, 
natural disaster, etc.) presentation time and 
location may be adjusted with full intention 
of  minimal changes as possible. 

ARTICLE IX X AMENDMENT
By-laws may be amended at any regular 
business meeting of  the auxiliary by a 2/3rd 
majority vote of  the delegates. The amend-
ment shall be submitted to the Auxiliary, 
read at the meeting, and voted on at the 
next regular meeting. The decision was 
made by the Board that the meaning of  the 
Regular Business meeting should be refer-
ring to those Meetings that occur every other 
month. Furthermore, an account of  changes 
and additions to the by-laws shall be given at 
the annual convention.

By-laws may be amended at any regular 
bi-monthly of  the auxiliary by a 2/3 
majority vote of  the delegates present. 
The amendment shall be submitted to the 
Auxiliary for discussion and reflection one 
month, submitted to the FFAM Magazine 
and website for publication, and publicized 
on the FFAM Auxiliary Member only social 
media page for viewing, discussed and voted 
on at the following bi-monthly meeting. An 
account of  changes, additions or corrections 
of  the by-laws shall be given at the annual 
convention. 

AUXILIARY TO THE FIRE FIGHTERS 
ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
Standing Rules (use Robert’s Rules of  Order)

1. Order of  Business
Call to order
Presentation of  colors with the Pledge of  
Allegiance
Notify delegates of  responsibilities
Financial Report
Reports of  standing committees
Report of  chartered and long-standing 
members
Report of  special committees
Unfinished business
New business
Retiring of  colors
Adjournment
 1. Order of  Business
  a. Call to Order
  b. Presentation of  Colors
  c. Pledge of  Allegiance
  d.  Notification of  Delegate 

Responsibilities
  e. Roll Call of  Departments
  f. Reading and Approval of  Minutes
  g.  Reading and Approval of  Financial 

Report
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  h. Other Officer Reports
  i. Standing Committee Reports
  j. Special Committee Reports
  k.  Special Orders (Guests, other special 

business when appropriate)
  l. Unfinished Business
  m. New Business
  n. Announcements
  o. Retiring of  the colors
  p. Adjournment
 2.  Four members of  the Executive Board 

shall constitute a quorum to transact 
business

 3.  The time of  the Auxiliary meetings 
shall coincide with the meeting of  the 
Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri.

 4.  When a motion is presented on the 
floor, the member should stand and 
state their full name and department 
represented.

 5.  Auxiliary fund-raising activities shall be 
determined by the auxiliary.

 6.  The fiscal year shall run from January 1 
to December 31, with the audit before 
the annual convention and presented at 
the convention.

 7.  The Executive Board shall have the 
power to spend funds for special 
projects not exceeding $500.00 
providing the funds are available.

 8.  Executive Board meetings are the only 
meeting where only Executive Board 
member may vote.

 9.  Due to new Federal Banking Laws, 
the decision was made to have two 
signers on the signature card at the 
Bank in which the current association’s 
non-profit checking accounts is located. 
This ensures those monies will be 
secured back to this association in the 
event anything happens to the Officer 
who is currently holding the Secretary/
Treasurer position. Please note that it 

was also decided that the officer 
living closest to the current 

Secretary/Treasurer, not 
including Past Presidents, 
will be responsible for 
signatures upon the 
election of  new officers. 
(Revised and put in 
by-laws May 2020)

AUXILIARY MEETING MINUTES
Sunday, December 5, 2021  Sedalia, Missouri

Meeting called to order by President 
Jessica Weisz at 9:02 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Jessica Weisz, Norborne FPD; Diane Wynne, 
Galt FPD; Sheri Berendzen, Cole County 
FPD; Theresa Cox, Wentzville FPD; Joni 
Fields, Paris Rural FPD; Carissa Thompson, 
Holts Summit FPD; Missy Erdel, Little 
Dixie FPD; Jessica White, Mayfield FPD; 
Bailey Burd, Johnson County FPD; (via 
Zoom) Christine Loyd, Little Dixie FPD; 
Kim Peffemann, Washington FPD.

MINUTES
Jessica asked if  everyone has reviewed the 
October 3rd minutes and if  there were any 
corrections, additions, or discussions about 
them? Sheri made a motion to accept the 
October minutes, second was made by 
Diane. The motion was approved.

FINANCIAL
Theresa stated there have been no expenses 
or income to the account since the last 
meeting. Carissa made a motion to accept 
the financial report, the second was made by 
Joni, the motion was approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MEMBERSHIP
Sheri informed us we currently have 107 
members and 11 Honorary members 
totaling 118 members with 20 departments. 
As a reminder, Sheri is going to send an 
email to each person/or contact one person 
from a department who has not paid their 
dues this year. 

NOMINATION 
There is still time to get your nomination 
in for a deserving person or persons for 
the Auxiliary of  the Year. The nominations 
for Auxiliary Member(s) of  the Year have been 
extended to February 15th this year. 

HISTORIAN
Carissa informed us that Zoom has to be 
renewed. Theresa and Carissa will renew it 
today.

BY-LAWS
See the article in this month’s magazine for 
the first reading of  the proposed change to 
the FFAM Auxiliary By-Laws.

POSTER CONTEST
Make sure to use the correct size poster 
board. Bailey suggests buying the schools the 
size needed, it helps stop the confusion. 

CONVENTION
No new updates. Get your convention 
registration in and don’t forget to book your 
hotel too.

NEW BUSINESS
Jessica had a discussion with Grant about 
the 2022 schedule of  big events. She felt we 
should have at least one officer at each of  
these events. Our presence would be great 
exposure for the Auxiliary. 

We could speak to what our Auxiliary is all 
about, drive membership, and support the 
FFAM. It would be great exposure for each 
of  us as individuals also. 

It was unanimous with the group for us to 
do it. The officers signed up for specific 
events. 

State Fire Marshall Tim Bean visited our 
meeting. He shared information about 
several deaths recently. He was proud to 
announce on April 25, 2022, Missouri 
Division Fire Safety will be celebrating 50 
years of  service. Reminded us Fire Fighters 
Day at the capitol is coming up soon. 

Jessica White made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting. Carissa seconded the motion. The 
motion passed. The meeting adjourned by 
Jessica Weisz at 11:25 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Theresa Cox; Secretary/
Treasurer
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Welcome to The Museum Report. During 
November/December there was a 

slowdown of  activity but plans are in place 
to pick things up in several areas during first 
quarter 2022. Some of  the delay was with 
WSKF Architects needing to wrap-up some 
projects before end of  year and moving to 
next steps with ours. They have been so very 
generous and supportive so far in volun-
teering all time and services plus enlisting a 
similar assistance from others. If  you have an 
interest in checking them out you can go to 
their website at wskfarch.com

If  you have traveled along I-70 specifically 
east-bound you may have noticed a differ-
ence in your viewing of  the Museum coming 
into sight much earlier than 5-months 
ago and it is not the dropping of  leafs. An 
evening by evening project over a few months 
wrapped up early November involving the 
removal of  an estimated thousand small 
trees and scrub-brush along the Northwest 
Right-of-Way. This obscured the view of  the 
Museum building until nearly at a 45-degree 
angle of  center. 

There were more than a dozen people 
involved with one or more after work dates 
on this extended project. While a special 
thank you goes out to all involving some very 
tough work two names get special recogni-
tion for being involved all the way through. 
Thank you FFAM 1st Vice President Rob 
Erdel and Foundation Member Doc Kritzer. 
I missed out on the last one for the year. 

Great job everyone! We 

still have some opportunities along this area 
so we will see what 2022 holds regarding the 
return of  dueling chain saws.

In continuing with our next introduction 
of  your Foundation Board members, let me 
introduce Ben Bonner and Glenn Dittmar.

Ben Bonner started as a Cadet with 
Southern Stone County Fire Protection 
District (FPD), volunteered for 8-years, took 
a brief  exit to the oil field and returned as a 
Career Firefighter/EMT with the Branson 
Fire Department now approaching 29-years 
in the fire service. From firefighter to 
Captain, Ben became a Battalion Chief  and 
for the past 3-years their Division Chief  of  
Operations. Ben is the team leader for SW 

Missouri Incident Support, has assisted 
with Winter and Summer Fire 

School for several years, member 
of  Tri-Lakes Fire Chief ’s 

and Foundation Board 
member for 6+ years. 

Ben is married with 
2-children and lovers 

anything/all 
things outdoors.

Glenn Dittmar completed 33-years with 
South Central Bucannon County FPD and 
currently nearing his 4th year with Dearborn 
FPD. Glenn retired from Kansas City Power 
and Light after nearly 37-years and has 
remained active with FFAM since 1975 (45+ 
years). This has included 25-years with the 
Missouri State Fair Vol. FD, 20+ years and 
counting as an Assistant District Director 
and assisting with numerous FFAM special 
events. Glenn has assisted with Winter Fire 
School for 24-years and Summer Fire School 
for 18-years. Glenn is nearing 20-years with 
the Funeral Response Teams, 10+ years 
with the Foundation and active with Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church since 1998. Glenn has 
a Daughter, 2-Sons, several Grand Children 
and 2-Great Grand Children.

If  you need to contact me for questions or 
have ideas to share regarding the museum 
project you can reach me at 314-709-0760 or 
keith.smith@warrenton-fire.org.

THE MUSEUM REPORT
By Keith Smith

Meet Our Members

Ben Bonner Glenn Dittmar



24 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  January - February 2022

For those Fire Fighters that have been 
around for many years, the mental 

picture of  a typical Fire House or Fire 
Station includes a Fire Pole. Fire poles 
or sliding poles were an iconic fixture of  
the typical firehouse years ago. They date 
back to the mid-1800s and were common 
in multi-story fire stations up through the 
20th century. Just like the first time donning 
bunker gear (firefighter personal protective 
clothing), the first emergency response, or 
the first working fire, the first time a new 
firefighter slid a fire pole was a memorable 
initiation experience. For many firefighters, 
it marked the beginning of  their professional 
occupation as a career or volunteer fire-
fighter. Just as the days of  riding tailboard 
on the fire apparatus came to a close due 
to safety considerations, so too has the use 
of  fire poles in many fire departments in 
the recent past. So how and when did this 
historic traditional piece of  firefighting para-
phernalia come into use?

When I was researching the article on the 
“Era of  the Fire Horse” for a past edition 
of  the FFAM magazine, I found various 
references to fire poles. This prompted my 
interest in further research on the historic 
use of  fire poles in the fire service. I soon 
found that I had set myself  a difficult and 
puzzling project as a fire service historian. 
As is the case with much of  the history of  
the American Fire Service, the customs and 
traditions regarding fire poles are not well 
documented. In most cases, oral histories 
and bragging rights have blurred the facts 
over time. However, let us see if  we can 
establish a more definitive account of  the 
history of  the fire pole.

DEFINITION OF A FIRE POLE
First, let us define the piece of  firefighting 
paraphernalia or firehouse architectural 
feature we are discussing. The National 
Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) book 
on Fire Terms, A Guide To Their Meaning and 
Use, published in 1980, defines a “pole” or 

“sliding pole” as “a pole, usually of  brass, 
used by firefighters to descend from the 
upper floors of  a fire station to the apparatus 
floor.”1 Interestingly, the NFPA’s Illustrated 
Dictionary of  Fire Service Terms, copyright 2006, 
does not list or reference a pole, fire pole, or 
sliding pole at all.2 So in 26 years, the term 
was completely dropped from a major fire 
service publication of  terminology. Perhaps 
this occurred due to the intent to phase out 
the use of  poles in fire service culture, or was 
it just an oversight (more on this later).

For over a century firefighters have used 
the fire pole or sliding pole to initiate a fast 
egress from the upper floor of  a fire station 
to get to the main apparatus floor by sliding 
down a pole as part of  a quick response turn 
out to a fire call. This method saved valuable 
seconds instead of  rushing downstairs to be 
able to quickly staff the fire apparatus to exit 
the station. However, not every fire station 
had or needed a fire pole. One-story stations 
didn’t require one and even two or multi-
story stations might be designed with wide 
stairs or personnel chutes or slides to quickly 
relocate personnel to the apparatus floor 
instead of  using fire poles.

CHANGES TO FIRE HOUSE 
ARCHITECTURE
In the early days of  the American Fire 
Service, firehouses were usually one story 
and just large enough to house the fire 
society or department’s equipment, usually, 
a hand-pulled and powered fire engine 
(pump) and other equipment. More affluent 
fire companies might have a social hall or 
meeting room attached or constructed as 
a second floor. In many cases, an outside 
staircase was used for access to save space 
inside on the apparatus floor. With the 
coming age of  steam-powered fire engines 
followed quickly by the era of  the fire horse 
to pull the apparatus, firehouses/stations 
were converted where possible and others 
were torn down to build multi-story stations 
to house the larger apparatus, horses, and 
infrastructure.3 To maintain the boilers, 
steam engines, and care for the horses, 
volunteer shifts or the addition of  the first 
full-time firefighters were added to man the 
stations 24 hours a day, thus necessitating 
the need for sleeping and living quarters. 
Usually, with limited building space in towns, 
the answer was to add these quarters as 
a second story. The story goes, “as horses 
moved into the stations the men retreated by 

FIRE POLES
By David E. Hedrick, Fire Service Director (RET)

A Historic Tradition in the Fire Service

Early 1900s Bunkroom Fire Pole, Keystone View Co Magic Lantern Glass Slide.
Firemen Responding to Fire Alarm. Photo author’s collection.
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A Historic Tradition in the Fire Service

moving their quarters upstairs.”4 Now with 
constant staffing and the invention of  the 
quick hitch horse harness, the modern-day 
concept of  quick response was born. To 
enhance this concept, a quick means of  
getting from the living quarters to the fire 
apparatus floor was needed.

Some stories have been related that initially, 
firefighters came up with the idea to slide 
down the banisters of  straight staircases to 
speed their path to the apparatus floor. They 
accomplished a quick descent by “greasing 
or paraffining the banisters [handrails] of  
the staircase.”5 Though this is not well docu-
mented it may have been the first innovation 

that helped lead to the idea of  sliding down 
a pole. The original idea may have come 
from sea-faring lore to quickly slide the 
handrails to get down to the next deck.

In some cases, spiral staircases were used to 
limit the space taken up by a regular long 
staircase descending to the apparatus floor. 
Some accounts relate that spiral stairs were 
used to keep the fire horses from climbing 
the stairs to be with the firemen or get food 
treats. Though there are accounts of  fire 
horses climbing stairs, there is limited proof  
that spiral stairs were used to specifically 
prevent this. When staircases were used, 
usually simple gates prevented the horses 
from climbing the stairs. However, where 
spiral stairs were used (because of  space 
limitations) for access to the second floor, 
this made it more difficult and slower for the 
fireman to climb down the stairs to make 
a quick response, especially at night. Spiral 
staircases may have been another causative 
factor in the development or installation of  
fire poles for getting down to the apparatus 
floor more quickly.

THE FIRST FIRE POLE
For many of  the long-time firefighters, the 
fire pole has been in our lexicon since we 
joined the fire service, whether our first fire 
department had a station with a fire pole or 

not, we all took the concept of  a fire pole as 
part of  fire service tradition, and never ques-
tioned how it came to be. But apparently for 
the fire service historian, the tracing of  the 
development of  the fire pole has become 
a controversial topic. So who invented or 
instituted the use of  the first fire pole?

It is reasonable to assume that over time 
for various reasons people slid down ropes, 
masts of  sailing ships, etc. But let’s look 
specifically at fire service development and 
use. My research uncovered several books, 
articles, and internet references regarding 
various stories of  who first came up with the 
concept of  the fire pole.

ST. JOSEPH FIRE DEPARTMENT
Current state history has the fire pole first 
invented and used in St. Joseph (MO) Fire 
Department. The pole was made out of  
wood and an estimated date of  it being 
first used around 1871. Part of  the history 
of  the fire pole in St. Joseph F.D. comes 
from information by Chief  Leo J. Urbanski 
(served with SJFD from 1901 to 1952, 
appointed chief  in 1927). He was featured 
on the national radio program “This is 
Your Life” in 1950 recognizing his long and 
heroic career. He stated during the program 
that SJFD had the first fire pole. The St. 
Joseph-News Press article from 1962 related 
that: “the sliding pole, so common in all 
fire stations now, got its start in St. Joseph. 
Only in Urbabnski’s fledgling days on the 
department, the pole was of  waxed wood 
and not brass as in late years.”6 However, the 
documentation that was found of  St Joseph 
having the first pole comes from these later 
recounts in newspaper articles with no date 
of  reference given to when the pole was first 
specifically used. St. Joseph Fire Museum 
does have a picture of  their Hook and 
Ladder Company # 1 showing their “Quick-
Hitch (horse) Harness” listed as invented in 
1888. In the picture, there is clearly shown a 
fire pole coming down from the upper floor. 
So this leads one to believe the fire pole was 
instituted sometime well before this picture. 
A special note here, according to author 
Herbert T. Jenness, in his book titled: Bucket 
Brigade to Flying Squadron: Fire Fighting Past and 
Present, St. Joseph first had a “hanging single 
harness” in 1871.7 So this lends credence to 
their fire pole coming about in 1871 at the 
time of  their first quick response harness.

CHICAGO FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Probably the most prolific references to the 
invention of  the fire pole were found via 

Vintage Firehouse with  
spiral stairs and adjacent fire pole.

St Joseph FD, 1888 with Quick-Hitch Harnesses and Sliding Fire Pole  
visible behind Fire Chief Kane (center). Courtesy St. Joseph (MO) Fire Museum.
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internet searches and are related to articles 
by the Smithsonian Magazine, the Chicago Fire 
Museum, and a 2019 published book. These 
references identify the idea and installation 
of  the first fire pole to have been conceived 
in the Chicago (IL) Fire Department. The 
story credits Fire Captain David Kenyon of  
Engine Company 21 as the inventor of  the 
wood fire pole in 1878. Chicago Company 
21 has other historical significance in that 
it was the first African-American firehouse 
in Chicago.8 Though Kenyon is given 
credit, the further story says that the African 
American firefighter George Reed (some 
references give the name as Reid) was the 
first to use a pole to slide down. The story 
goes that Capt. Kenyon and FF Reed were 
stacking hay (for the horses) on the third 
floor when there was a fire call. There was 
a long diagonal wooden pole that was either 
a hay binding pole or was used to hoist hay 
bales up to the loft for storage, “when an 
alarm was received, everyone took the stairs 
except Firefighter Reed who slid the pole.”9 
FF Reed handily beat everyone down to the 
main floor. Despite being the first to slide 
the pole, numerous website references still 
give credit to Kenyon since he was the one 
who asked permission to cut a hole in the 
firehouse floor and install a pole agreeing 
to pay for the repairs if  it didn’t work out. 
Suffice it to say, there are some conflicting 
versions of  this account, as well as inaccura-
cies. The fire pole “was originally made of  
4 X 4 inch Georgia pine, the corners were 
cut off and sanded round to 3 inches. Shellac 
was applied with paraffin added to make it 
slippery.”10 Though ridiculed at first, because 
of  the continuing quick turn-out of  Engine 
Company 21 the fire pole was soon adopted 
in other firehouses and referenced in the 
Chicago Fire Department’s annual report of  
April 1878.11

LOUISVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Information from an older publication 
indicates Louisville (KY) Fire Department 
may have been first with a fire pole. In 
the Popular Science Monthly, Sept. 1895, 
“Apparatus for Extinguishing Fires” by 
John G. Morse, he says “The sliding pole, 
by which firemen facilitate their descent 
from the second story of  the engine house, 
was invented by Captain B.F. Bache, of  the 
Louisville Fire Department.”12 Louisville 
history relates the story concerning B. 
F. Bache and members of  his company 
(around 1858). The legend says: “they were 
on the second floor of  an engine house when 
an alarm sounded. Since a pole had been 
left standing in the middle of  the stairwell, 

they took the fastest route down, which even-
tually led to the national practice of  firemen 
sliding down poles.”13 

The pole referred to in the legend must have 
been either a hay binding pole or hoist pole 
(see Some Additional Historical Perspective 
section), Though the Popular Science articles 
identify Louisville F.D. as first with a fire 
pole, this story is similar to the Chicago story 
about how the first pole slide occurred, and 
there is no further documentation. Based on 
the legend the story supposedly predates the 
Chicago story by 20 years, and St. Joseph 
by 13 years. However, even the Louisville 
history site notes that the story may not be 
credible. Again we are left with a poorly 
documented oral fire service history. 

NEW YORK, BOSTON, AND 
WORCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Other articles and reference sources 
have also attributed the first fire pole to 
being originated in New York, Boston, or 
Worchester. One article said that “the first 
firehouse pole was installed in New York in 
April of  1878.”14 Oddly this is the same year 
as Chicago claimed their first pole. Though 
the fact was attributed to the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA), I could not 
trace back to the specific reference attributed 
to NFPA. 

Boston Fire Department was said to install 
their first pole in Engine 4’s station on 
Bullfinch Street in 1880. Also, articles say 
they supposedly installed the first brass fire 
pole in around 1880.15 So in Boston’s case 
was it the first brass pole they were claiming? 
The year 1880 is certainly after the other 
known claims for the first wooden poles. 

And finally (maybe), there is a statement 
on the City of  Worchester, MA, website 
regarding the history of  the Worchester Fire 
Department. It says: “In 1880, the first brass 
sliding pole used in the country was installed 
in Worcester.”16 A vintage article from Fire 
and Water Engineering (that would become 
Fire Engineering) published in 1914 on “The 
Fire Station Sliding Pole”, related that the 
Underwriters Salvage Corps of  Worchester 
had a wooden pole before 1880. How far 
back then that is not identified. The article 
goes on to say that the first metal sliding pole 
was devised “by Captain Charles Allen of  
Engine Company No. 1, Worchester, Mass., 
and was first used by Chief  S.E. Combs of  
that department, June 14, 1880.”17 However, 
the article says that the station didn’t have 
room for a full pole to the apparatus floor, 

and a hanging half  pole was installed so the 
horses could pass under it. The firefighters 
slide the pole down to the top of  the appa-
ratus? Further details in the article say many 
prominent chiefs visited to see the pole, 
one of  them being Superintendent Samuel 
Abbott of  Boston who had a pole installed in 
Station 1, Hamilton Street, Boston May 25, 
1881. So what about Boston’s Engine 4s pole 
in 1880 (see the previous paragraph)?

SOME ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE
A note about fire poles and hay binding 
poles. Some of  the accounts for Chicago and 
Louisville talk about hay binding poles being 
first used for sliding. Hay baling machines 
(producing compact hay bales) were not 
invented until the late 1800s, and may not 
have been available in all locations. Before 
hay bales, hay was stacked on hay wagons 
using binding poles to help hold the loose 

Typical 20th Century Fire Pole, Jefferson 
City (MO) Fire Museum, Photo D.E. Hedrick
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hay together for transport and hoisting for 
storage. So whether the poles were binding 
poles to hold the hay together or were there 
to haul hay bales upstairs to the loft or attic 
for storage, or to slide hay downstairs to the 
fire apparatus floor to feed the horses, is 
another debatable point in the history of  the 
fire pole. Later built fire stations had chutes 
from the attic/hayloft to drop hay near the 
horse stalls on the fire apparatus floor.

Though who was first may be hard to 
document, it does appear that the first fire 
poles were made of  wood. Even though they 
were well sanded and sealed with shellac, 
and then coated with paraffin to make them 
slippery, they were subject to wear and 
could develop splinters thus causing injuries. 
Perhaps because of  this, the brass fire pole 
was soon implemented replacing the wood 
poles within many years. 

As is typical in many aspects of  fire service 
history, there is probably no definitive 
answer to who was first. I suspect that the 
fire pole, like the fire service hanging quick 
hitch harness, may have been independently 
developed in various departments in the 
United States at about the same time. 
Who had the first fire pole is one of  those 
bragging rights that will continue to be 
debated in the fire service for many years to 
come. 

SLIDING A FIRE POLE
In a review of  various fire service resources 
and discussions with firefighters, it appears 
there are numerous methods or techniques 
to safely slide down a fire pole. I did not find 
much of  a consensus regarding the various 
methods, and it was found that techniques 
have changed over time. Dr. Carl Schulte, 
Surgeon Detroit Fire Department in writing 
about issues with fire poles way back in 
1929, said that “it has been found that the 
greater majority of  the men are employing 
one of  two universally used methods in 
all of  their slides.“18 The two methods he 
described are as follows:

  Sliding the pole by the arm method simply 
means embracing the pole with the hand 
over the opposite elbow and with the 
arm and forearm serving as the brake. 
Sliding by the leg method means that one 
leg is wrapped around the pole in front 
and the other in the back and that the 
braking is done with the thighs and legs 
so embracing the pole. Either method is 
entirely correct and either method will 
bring him safely down.19

Dr, Schulte goes on to mention that failure 
to properly brake using either method can 
cause accidents. He also mentioned the 
hazard of  a fast pole versus a slow pole. The 
characteristics of  a pole change based on 
maintenance (cleaning), atmospheric condi-
tions, and the pole’s use throughout the day, 
as to how fast one will slide. More modern 
procedures describe a method that uses a 
combination of  these techniques along with 
a modified hand grip. It should be under-
stood that this article does not provide the 
necessary knowledge and practical training 
to teach one how to safely slide a fire pole 
nor should it be substituted for your depart-
ment’s standard operating procedures or 
guidelines regarding fire poles. Firefighters 
should be properly instructed in the tech-
niques used by their department under the 
direction of  an experienced and qualified 
fire service instructor.

THE FIRE POLE IN USE
To reduce injuries and accidents related to 
fire poles and to ensure a safe environment 
within the fire station, new improvements 
or additions to fire poles have been added 
over time. The installation of  fire poles, or 
retrofit of  existing poles, includes railings 
or closets around the entry opening and 
weight-activated doors to prevent accidental 
falls. Cushions have been placed at the base 
of  poles to help with soft landings (though 
some debate the effectiveness of  their use). 
Pole safety landing mats should be inspected 
and replaced as needed to ensure maximum 
performance. Also, shutters along with 
exhaust control systems are used to prevent 
exhaust fumes from the apparatus bay from 
reaching the upstairs living quarters area 
through the hole.

Regarding the use of  fire poles in modern 
fire station design, Jennifer Bettiol, of  BDW 
Architects, quoted in a Firehouse Magazine 
article said “poles can reduce response times 
from an upper level by 50 percent or more, 
…but safety features need to be included 
on both levels to prevent falls and hard 
landings.“20

Modern fire Pole with safety gate.  
Courtesy of McIntire Brass, Inc.

Fire-rated shutters open around the fire 
pole. Courtesy of McIntire Brass, Inc.



28 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  January - February 2022

High-quality modern brass poles are made 
out of  tubular brass and fitted with bronze 
castings. Arthur Anthony of  McIntire 
Brass, Inc., a major manufacturer of  slide 
pole systems, related that fire poles vary 
in diameter and size depending on fire 
station design and needs. Before the 1950s 
there were 2-inch diameter poles available. 
Today, poles generally range in diameter 
from 2 ½ inches to 3 ½ inches maximum, 
with the 3-inch diameter pole being most 
common. The average pole is about 20 
feet in length. Anthony recommends that 
poles should not provide for a slide of  more 
than two floors. Slide pole systems include 
various components such as chrome-plated 
brass stanchions, stainless steel safety cages, 
shutters, and safety landing mats. These 
items can also be retrofitted to older poles.21

McIntire Brass’ website recommends that: 
“the poles be polished on a regular schedule 
to eliminate pole drag and have found that 
Noxon®, Brasso® or Wicked® does an 
excellent job. However, a pole taken out of  
service may now be black. At this point, you 
will need a professional with polishing jacks 
to restore the pole.”22 McIntire also provides 
refurbishment services.

I am sure some more experienced (older) 
firefighters who served at fire departments 
with fire poles can relate stories regarding 
pole maintenance. Retired Fire Chief  

George Albert, related that back in the 
day when he was a new firefighter with 
St. Joseph Fire Department rookies were 
required to polish the headquarters station’s 
brass fire poles every Saturday morning. 

Despite changes and the addition of  safety 
devices, fire poles and their use do have 
some inherent risks due to human factors. 
Several articles were coming out in the 90s 
and early 2000s about pole-related injuries 
and a call for discontinuing their use.23 
Michelle O’Donnell for The New York 
Times wrote in 2005 about the change from 
using fire poles and its effect on firefighters. 
She related that firefighters shared stories of  
pole-related injuries. Despite this, “veterans 
didn’t welcome the transition to stairs.”24 In 
watching firefighters slide poles to answer an 
alarm, she eloquently described the exciting 
event she witnessed: 

  Suddenly, the alarm wails, and, like a 
merry band summoned by a whistle in a 
forest, firefighters rain from the ceiling. 
They shoot down in rapid succession, full 
of  bounce and grace. All the signature 
styles of  descent whisk by: not only the 
ankle cross and the two-hand hold but the 
one-arm hook and the straight-legged-
one-arm-hook combo. It’s over in about 
10 seconds, and a visitor who did not 
think to look up could miss it without ever 
knowing.25

CHANGES AND THE FUTURE OF FIRE 
POLES
The architectural design of  firehouses begin 
to change with the coming of  modernized 
(motorized) apparatus. Less space was 
needed on the ground floor due to the 
absence of  horses and their gear, along 
with less space needed to maneuverer 
the motorized apparatus verse the horse-
drawn equipment. By the late 1940s, the 
“Bungalow-type” fire station design was 
becoming prominent. In this architectural 
style, “all the rooms were on the one level, 
with the apparatus floor to one side and a 
living area next to it.”26 As a one-story fire-
house, no pole was needed.

In the 1990s even some multi-story config-
ured fire stations began moving away from 
poles because of  safety concerns over the 
potential for injuries. Although, with some 
decrease in using poles and the resulting 
increase in stair usage for an emergency 
response to the fire apparatus floor, stair-re-
lated injuries appear to be on the rise.

Are fire poles coming back? In a telephone 
interview with Mr. Arthur Anthony, Vice 
President of  McIntire Brass Works, Inc., 
he related that McIntire Brass is the largest 
provider of  slide fire pole systems to the fire 
service worldwide. The company has manu-
factured and sold fire poles to the fire service 
for over a hundred years. He said that both 

Typical modern fire station slide Jefferson City (MO) Fire Museum, Photo D.E. Hedrick
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new pole sales and retrofits of  old poles are 
on the rise in recent years.27 The move to 
Bungalow type fire stations in the past has 
shifted back to multi-story stations in recent 
years. Intercity land values and space needs 
have again driven the architectural design 
of  the firehouse, and the supporting interior 
features that enable the ability to maintain a 
quick response to emergency calls. 

Across America, there are firehouses both 
new and old that have maintained the 
tradition of  the fire pole as part of  their 
quick response procedures. Many old 
firehouses that have been converted into 
fire museums have maintained the presence 

of  the iconic fire pole and proudly demon-
strate it for visitors. This traditional feature 
helps illustrate the history of  the fire service 
and the inter-related aspects of  technolog-
ical changes that have occurred over time. 
Through fire service traditions, movies, tele-
vision shows, and fire museum displays, the 
fire pole continues to hold a cherished place 
in past and current generations’ memories 
of  heroic firefighters and their quick 
response to fulfill their mission of  saving lives 
and property.
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The Washington Volunteer Fire 
Company (WVFC) is honored to be the 

next host of  the 2022 FFAM Convention in 
Washington, Missouri, on May 6-8, 2022. 
We are pleased to announce registration 
for the Convention is now open. We will 
be using Eventbrite for all registration and 
admission for the convention. Please visit the 
WVFC website for additional information 
and direct links to Eventbrite. 

Convention kicks off on Friday, May 6, with 
training sessions and an opening ceremony. 
Friday events include the vendor exhibit 
and a Friday night mixer, featuring a silent 
auction and guest speaker, Chief  Jason 
Hoevelmann, with Florissant Valley Fire 
Protection District. Saturday will begin 
with the National Anthem followed by the 
contest games and the fire department 
parade. Following the parade, the ladies’ 
event on Saturday afternoon will include a 
shuttle to historic downtown Washington to 
visit local shops, restaurants, art galleries, 
as well as other historic locations. Visit the 
Downtown Washington, Inc. website at 
downtownwashmo.org and WVFC website 
for additional information. The day will 
conclude with the banquet and a dance. 

The vendor expo continues from Friday 
through Saturday morning and the silent 
auction will conclude immediately before the 
banquet on Saturday night. The banquet 
will feature a guest speaker, past IAFC 
President, Fire Chief  Tom Jenkins from 
Rogers, Arkansas. 

The Convention will come to a close on 
Sunday, May 8th, with business meetings 
being held and a closing ceremony. The 
main events will be located at the Knight of  
Columbus Hall in Washington, Missouri. 
The training sessions will be held at the 
Washington Fire Department Headquarters 
and the Department’s training facility. 
Registration is open for all training. Please 
visit the WVFC website for additional infor-
mation and registration. 

The following training sessions will be held 
on Friday and Saturday: 
 •  Engine Support, Truck Support, and 

Search Training conducted by Engine 
House Training, LLC. 

 •  Fire Chief  Tom Jenkins, Former IAFC 
President, will be providing a lecture on 
The Real Fires and the Fire Service.

 •  Washington Fire Chief  Tim Frankenberg, 
will be providing a lecture on Overcoming 
Challenges and Culture in the Fire Service. 

 • Monte Olsen will be presenting Certified Fire 
and Ambulance District Board Training. 

Please visit the WVFC website for additional 
information, including lodging accommo-
dations, and to stay informed for future 
updates: washmofire.org/ffam-conven-
tion-2022.html 

For anyone who wishes to enter a float, 
antique fire apparatus, or any in-service fire 
apparatus, please visit the WVFC website for 
the parade application and information. 

For anyone who wishes to be presented as a 
sponsor for the Convention, or participate 
in the vendor expo, please visit the WVFC 
website for additional information and 
contact information. 

The Washington Volunteer Fire Company 
is proud to be hosting this annual event and 
please visit our website washmofire.org/
ffam-convention-2022.html for additional 
information and updates. We hope to see 
you all there! 

2022 CONVENTION IN WASHINGTON
By Matt Frankenberg, Chair of the 2022 FFAM Convention 

Washington Volunteer Fire Company

2022 FFAM Convention Parade Registration Form
Saturday, May 7, 2022

Type of Entry: q Antique Fire Apparatus         q Float  

	 	 q Modern Fire Apparatus  

  q Other _________________________

NAME:  __________________________________________

DEPARTMENT:  ____________________________________

ADDRESS:  _______________________________________

CITY:  ___________________________________________

STATE: ________________________ ZIP:  ______________

EMAIL:  __________________________________________

Must have proof of insurance 
Parade Line-Up: 11:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
Location: 2nd St. Between Olive and Cedar

Send registration to:                  or Email Mark Frankenberg at:
    200 E 14th St.                          mpfrankenberg@washmo.gov
   Washington MO, 63090

For questions or to view the parade map. 
Visit our website: washmofire.org 
Or Email Mark Frankenberg mpfrankenberg@washmo.gov  

Registration Available the Day of Parade! 

WASHINGTON, MISSOURI
Parade Route and Convention Site
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  FRIDAY, MAY 6
EVENT LOCATION TIME
Engine Support Training - EHT WFD Facility -TBD 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.
Certified Fire and EMS Board Training WFD Facility -TBD 8:00 A.M. — 4:00 P.M.
Registration Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 12:00 P.M. — 9:00 P.M.
Truck Support Training - EHT WFD Facility -TBD 1:00 P.M. — 4:00 P.M.
The Real Fires and the Fire Service Class WFD Facility -TBD 1:00 P.M. — 4:00 P.M.
Opening Ceremony Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 6:00 P.M.— 6:45 P.M.
Exhibitors Displays Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 5:00 P.M. — 10:00 P.M.
Mixer - Music by Nick’s Mixx Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 7:00 P.M. — 10:00 P.M.
Speaker — Chief Jason Hoevelmann Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 7:00 P.M. — 10:00 P.M.
Silent Auction Opening Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 7:00 P.M. — 10:00 P.M.
  SATURDAY, MAY 7
EVENT LOCATION TIME
Registration Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 8:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M.
Contest Knights of Columbus, Parking Lot 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.
Exhibitors Displays Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.
Searching Hands On Training - EHT WFD Facility -TBD 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.
Overcoming Challenges and Culture Class WFD Facility -TBD 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.
Parade Line Up Main and 2nd St. 11:30 A.M.
Parade Start See Map for Details 12:00 P.M.
Ladies Event See Program for Details 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M.
Speaker — Fire Chief Tom Jenkins Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 6:30 P.M.
Banquet/Dance Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 6:30 P.M. — 12:00 A.M.
Silent Auction Closing Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 6:30 P.M.
  SUNDAY, MAY 8
EVENT LOCATION TIME
FFAM Board Meeting Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 9:00 A.M.
FFAM Auxiliary Board Meeting Knights of Columbus, Upper Level 9:00 A.M.

66th Annual FFAM Convention • May 6-8, 2022 • Washington, Missouri
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Have you heard? The Missouri State 
Fair Fire Department (MSFFD) is 

celebrating its 60th Anniversary at the 2022 
Missouri State Fair from August 11th thru 
August 21. 

We are inviting anyone who has served with 
our department to join us for an evening 
meal at the firehouse on the fairgrounds. 
Please bring your families and share your 
memories of  the past 60 years of  service and 
join us in celebration on August 13, 2022, at 
5:00 p.m. 

It will be Emergency Services Day at the fair 
and all emergency service personnel with a 
department ID will receive free admission to 
the fair.

We would also like to challenge all the 
members of  the MSFFD who have served 
over the years, or anyone wanting to help 
recognize the MSFFD, to donate $60 to our 
fundraiser “60 for 60”. 

Funds raised will be presented to the 
Firefighters Memorial Foundation to help 
reach their goal to finish the Education and 

Historical Preservation Center in Kingdom 
City. The checks should have 60 for 60 in 
the memo field and be made out to the 
Firefighters Memorial Foundation. You can 
mail your checks to Larry Eggen, 139 NW 
OO Hwy, Warrensburg, MO 64093. If  
you are able to contribute more, it will be 
appreciated. As a way to say Thank You to 
the past members of  FFAM who had the 
wisdom and idea to start a fire department 
for the fair, we should show our appreciation 
for helping to finish the museum. We plan to 
do a check presentation at the evening meal 
to the Foundation from the MSFFD. Plans 
are being made to finish the Education and 
Historical Preservation Center and we ask 
for your support with this fundraiser to help 
recognize all the people who have given so 
much for the MSFFD to be a department for 
the past 60 years.

Applications for the 2022 Missouri State 
Fair are available in the newsletter or on 
Facebook under Missouri State Fair Fire 
Department for you to join the staff this 
year and assist during the 2022 fair. Please 
apply for one day or as many days as you are 
available for the fair for an experience of  a 

lifetime for the 60th Anniversary. We are 
the only known fire department that forms 
for 11 days of  the year. You may contact 
me at leggen@jcfpd.net if  you have any 
questions.

60 FOR 60
By Larry Eggen, Public Information Officer, Missouri State Fair Fire Department

Missouri State Fair Volunteer Fire Department

II hope and pray that everyone had the 
greatest Christmas with family and friends. 

Speaking of  family, let me talk to the State 
Fair fire family. The wheels are already 
turning for the 2022 Missouri State Fair. For 
the members familiar with the State Fair 
Fire Department, we are a one-of-a-kind and 

the only 11-day fully functional fire depart-
ment in the nation. This year will be the 
department’s 60th year providing emergency 
services for the State Fair and guests. A lot of  
changes have been made in the last 60 years. 
The newest change will be the application 
process. It will be online and use a QR code 
to get the application. I hope that we’ll not 
have any issues with this new application 
process but this is a work in progress.

It takes lots of  time and dedicated members 
to make the Missouri State Fair Volunteer 
Fire Department happen and August will be 
here before we know it. Please look at the 
Facebook page for updates as well the FFAM 
magazine for dates and times for upcoming 
work details. There will also be more info to 
come on changes at this year’s fair. 

I wish for everyone to have a productive new 
year and all your set dreams and goals will 
happen. Be safe until we meet again.

FROM THE PEN OF THE CHIEF
By Robert “R.B.” Brown, Fire Chief, Missouri State Fair Volunteer Fire Department

Missouri State Fair Volunteer Fire Department

QR Code for 2022 MSFFD Applications
Scan this QR code 
with your phone. 

Missouri State Fair 
Fire Department

Application
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HOWELL COUNTY RURAL FIRE DISTRICT #1 UPDATES

On December 4, 2021, some of  the members of  Howell County Rural Fire District #1 were recognized with years of  dedicated service 
certificates and pins. From left to right: Board Vice President Doyle Surritte 35 years, Board President Joe Bean 55 years, Fire Chief  

Joe Auffert 55 years, Administrative Officer Christel Cantrell 20 years, and Board Member Leon York 7 years. We are very appreciative of  
all their years of  dedicated service to our community.

As of  January 1, 2022, Howell County Rural Fire District #1 has a new Captain. Daniel Dennis was promoted to Captain. He was 
given his white helmet on December 4, 2021, at the Christmas Party. Pictured from left to right are Assistant Chief  Chris Wilbanks, 

Board Member Leon York, Board Vice President Doyle Surritte, Fire Chief  Joe Auffert, and Board President Joe Bean. Daniel Dennis is 
holding the white helmet. 
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GRAIN ENGULFMENT TRAINING

Twenty-six firefighters in Northeast 
Missouri attended a Grain 

Engulfment Rescue Class on October 
23rd. Lancaster Fire Rescue hosted the 
class and held it at the headquarters of  
Tri-County Electric Coop. Lancaster 
applied for and was awarded grant 
money thru FFAM to purchase a grain 
rescue system. They took delivery of  the 
equipment in late August and utilized 
the training thru MU FRTI to become 
familiar with the proper use of  the equip-
ment. Lancaster is proud to be a member 
of  the FFAM and grateful for the grant 
awarded to assist in equipment purchase.

Around 
  the State

JOHNSON COUNTY FPD RECOGNIZING YEARS OF SERVICE

Johnson County Fire Protection District held a reception recognizing members’ years of  service. Left to right: Assistant Chief  Dee 
Bennett, Retired Captain Rick Johnson – 40 years of  service, Captain JJ Teaney – 10 years, Lieutenant Greg Clancy – 5 years, Captain 

Cody Scantland – 5 years, Firefighter Autumn Coon – 5 years, Firefighter Nick Dothage – 5 years, Battalion Chief  DJ Short – 25 years, 
Fire Chief  Larry Jennings. Not Pictured: Firefighter Tim Caudill – 5 years, Firefighter Garrett Haefner – 5 years, Lieutenant Stacy 
Solsberry – 10 years, Firefighter Matt Owsley – 15 years, Firefighter Nathan Deuschle – 15 years, Captain Steve Runyon – 20 years, 
Retired Firefighter/Chaplain Jackson Short – 23 years.
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RICHARD W. BLYTHE
May 3, 1980 • December 23, 2021

Richard Wade Blythe, 41, 
of  Richland, MO, passed 

away Thursday, December 23, 
2021, in the Lake Regional 
Hospital of  Osage Beach, MO.

Mr. Blythe is survived by his 
wife: Cathy of  the home; 
mother: Rhonda Uptain of  
Arboles, CO; father: Richard 
Blythe of  Ignacio, CO; one 
daughter: April Haggart (Cody) 
of  Independence, MO; four 
grandchildren: Colten, Mayleen, 
Kimberlynn, and Rylan; one 
brother: Justin Blythe (Beka) of  
Ignacio, CO; other relatives and 
friends.

Lieutenant/EMT Blythe had 3 years of  service with the Tri-County 
Fire Protection District and was promoted to the rank of  Lieutenant 
in October 2021. He also served full-time with the Pulaski County 
Ambulance District for numerous years.

BRYANT E. GLADNEY
September 11, 1963 • December 22, 2021

“Father” “Husband” 
“Teacher” “Best Friend” 

“Coach” “Assistant Chief ” “Hey 
Daddy” Bryant Gladney, 58, was 
tragically killed in the line of  
duty while helping at the scene 
of  an accident on Interstate 70 
on Wednesday, December 22, 
2021.

Bryant was born on September 
11, 1963 in Tucson, Arizona. He 
was raised in Centralia, Missouri 
and graduated with the class 
of  1981 from Centralia High 
School. Bryant was a member 
with various fire and EMS 
organizations, a teacher with the Columbia Public Schools, and a 
basketball and baseball coach for his two sons. At the time of  Bryant’s 
passing, he was serving as an Assistant Chief  with the Training 
Bureau of  Boone County Fire Protection District and had been a 
member for more than 25 years.

Most importantly, Bryant was a loving and caring father and 
husband. His legacy will carry on through the many lives he touched 
across the country. Survivors include his wife, Jamie, his sons, Jack 
and Shaun and daughter-in-law Elizabeth.
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Greetings everyone and Happy New 
Year. The May services for 2022 will 

be May 14-15. The Candlelight Service will 
start Saturday at 9:00 p.m. (or a little after) 
and the Sunday morning service will start at 
10:30 a.m. 

Services will be held regardless of  weather. 
Our next Foundation meetings are January 
16th and following the FFAM Board 
meeting February 13th weather permitting.

The May service goes into full prepa-
ration with our January meeting. Short 
turn-around from our October services 
that were delayed from May 2021. The 
most significant factor for May 2022 is the 
certification of  several names by National 
for recognition and receiving of  LODD 
Honors. There is a back-log in the review 
process due to hundreds more public 
service hero’s passing from COVID. By 
operational policy we cannot (do not) move 
forward with LODD Honors until formally 
cleared and recognized by either the State 
of  Missouri Worker’s Comp death benefit 
or by National. We have several that have 
passed from COVID and while there is the 
presumption that is must have been in the 
line their service, we must wait for State 
or National to vet/agree through formal 
review and sign-off. Medical only confirms 
the cause of  death, State/National must 
confirm by their standards it was in the line 
of  service.

Brian Zinnani has been working non-stop 
assisting families and departments in filings 
to State and National for benefits. By April 
we have to decide to hold off or initially 
starting with name recognition only while 
waiting official confirmation in honoring the 
service as line of  duty at a later date? We will 
be taking a lot of  guidance in this area from 
Brian. I ventured into this topic because I 
have already been part of  conversations that 
medical signed off that it was COVID, they 
had to have been exposed at a call, and the 
department is calling it line of  duty so they 
should be recognized in May. There is one 
more step as outlined above and that is the 
hold-up for several names at the time of  this 
article.

Regarding other names for those who have 
served and passed for other reasons than in 
the line of  duty, we are approaching 50 that 
we know of, but concerned that we have not 

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Honoring The Fallen

2020 SERVICE NAMES

received a notification for all which qualify 
for name recognition in May. I (we) appre-
ciate duplication in this area vs. missing a 
name so please review 2021 in your depart-
ment plus your region and let us know if  you 
have a name which should be recognized. 
A posting on Facebook does not mean that 
we will catch it for our records. We will be 
recognizing 2021 plus any names we may 
have missed from 2020 and 2019. Just in 
case we have missed a name from 2021, we 
are providing the name/department recog-
nized in our October service. Please review 
and let us know.

In our last Foundation meeting, we identi-
fied several improvement areas for the 2022 
services which will be implemented in as 
much as possible. Some of  this was feed-
back to a Foundation member. While much 

of  this remains as work product, please know 
that all observations and recommendations 
brought to our attention are taken seriously 
and reviewed for possible implementation. 
We cannot improve on what we may have 
missed and brought to our attention. This is 
your memorial and your opinion counts so 
please have a conversation. We try to take 
the “Walt Disney” approach to such things 
in not saying “NO”. He required all of  his 
staff that interacted with the public to always 
take the approach of, “while we cannot do it 
exactly that way, here is what we can do for 
you”.

Thank you for your time and especially 
your support. If  you need to contact me for 
questions or have names to check call me at 
314-709-0760 or email me at keith.smith@
warrenton-fire.org.

Melvin A. Emge  

James Robert George  

Herman C. Ott, Jr.  

Roy Lee Kirby  

Larry Ray Harbolt  

Edwin Eugene Cantrell  

Danny Clay Fry  

Richard “Rick” Anderson  

Gary Everette Constable  

Dennis James House  

Steven L. Snyder Jr.  

Galen R. Hammann  

Ralph Edward Starck  

Louis Dugan Speckhals  

Joseph Henry Pautler  

Michael F. Casey Jr.  

Gary L. Peterein   

Donald Robert Rust  

Russell James Otis  

Charles Daniel Stepan  

Glenn R. Weaver  

Michael L. Schmidt  

Stephen Harold Bruns  

Lester Eugene Wissmann  

Norman George Jarrett  

Leland Edward Davis  

Darrell Wade Norris  

Richard Julius King  

Gerry Dan Gillenwater  

James Lee Boyer, Sr.  

Allen K. Beck  

Jessie Edger Bowers  

Jim Lee Harris  

Brian Pfeifer  

Michael L. Stitt  

Charles Milburn Scrogin  

Don C. Hunter  

John G. Lewis  

James Milton Weber  

Ralph Edward Barnwell Jr.  

Isaac Gerald Taylor  

Arthur Wesley Wade  

Louis Joseph Hulshof  

Glenn William Greene, Sr.  

Richard Leon Peterson  

Jaret Adam Farmer  

Henry Martin Schuessler  

James Calvin Furlow, Sr.  

Larry Vernon Sprick  

Jeffery “Jeff” Watson  

Gordon Reid Ekedahl  

Robert D. Luedde  

Richard Allen Wright  

James Andrew Ortmeyer  

Gary John Leibach  

Brian David Rudy  

Kenneth E. Stice  

Keith Ray Sutton  

Lester John Pieper  

Harold Eugene Folta  

Robert D. Hammann  

Larry Allen Rizner  
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CREW SAFETY DISCUSSION POINTS
 ·  Refer to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 

Temporary Traffic Control, Chapter 6. https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.
gov/htm/2009/part6/part6_toc.htm

 ·  Or, refer to Missouri Department of Transportation 
Traffic Incident Management Responder 
Training Program. https://www.modot.org/
traffic-incident-management-responder-training-program

 ·  When dispatched to the scene consider the location of the 
incident and the best method for parking the rig:

  o  Multilane highway? On the driving lane or passing lane? 
Against the median or on the shoulder? Where will you park 
the rig? 

  o  Down an embankment? In a curve?

  o  Bottom of a hill, where the terrain blocks the scene from the 
view of oncoming motorists?

 ·  Request extra help if the scene is on a dangerous stretch of 
roadway or if it presents additional hazards.

 ·  Approach the scene slowly. It may be clogged with vehicles, 
onlookers, other responders and debris. 

 ·  Park fire apparatus on the same side of the highway as the 
crash.

 ·  Pumpers or tankers can be used to protect the scene from 
traffic & provide advanced warning. 

 ·  Don’t step into traffic. Scan before stepping out from around a 
truck or blind spot.

 ·  Ambulances and personally owned vehicles should pull past 
the scene if possible. Generally, ambulances are for patient 
treatment and safety, and shouldn’t be used for advanced 
warning or blocking unless necessary.

 ·  When flagging traffic, do not confuse motorists. Wear high-
visibility garments, use cones, two-way radios and proper 
signage. Traffic control efforts must be organized.

 ·  The first arriving unit should give a proper radio size-up from 
the windshield to let inbound crews know what is being seen. 
Then, as the incident commander learns more about the scene, 
provide additional updates.

 ·  Wear all personal protective equipment, including high-visibility 
garments, gloves and eye protection. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TAILBOARD SAFETY TALK
Conduct a quick safety meeting with your crew! 

ROADSIDE RESCUE SCENE SAFETY
Be visible and protect your crews! Don’t turn your back to traffic! Curvy, hilly roads and blind city corners will hide 
incident scenes from the view of motorists. Working on any city street or highway exposes you to struck-by traffic 
hazards. Back streets, parking lots and construction zones present more struck-by hazards. Proper truck placement, 
quick patient removal and reduced scene time, continuous traffic evaluation and high-visibility garments reduce risk.

Find more safety information at www.mem-ins.com

These advisory materials have been developed from national standards and sources believed to be reliable, however, no guarantee is made 
as to the sufficiency of the information contained in the material and the Firefighter Association of Missouri assumes no liability for its use. 
Advice about specific situations should be obtained from a safety professional. 07/16/20 by MW

FIRST-ARRIVING CREWS MAY FIND A CHAOTIC SCENE. 
REMEMBER PROPER SCENE SETUP AND P.P.E.

 ·  When you’re out of the rig perform a 360-degree 
walk-around size-up. Don’t just focus in on a single 
patient or problem. Get the big picture. 

  o Number and type of vehicles involved;

  o Number of patients requiring treatment;

  o Entrapment;

  o  Special hazards or circumstances like hazardous 
materials, multi-casualty, water rescue, terrain 
problems, technical rescue or downed power lines.

 ·  Don a personal floatation device whenever 
responders could fall into deep or moving water.

 ·  Wear personal protective equipment when providing 
patient care inside the vehicle. This includes 
protection from body fluids and eye protection for 
flying glass and objects.

 ·  When the vehicle is still occupied or when a 
responder enters the car to perform rescue or 
treatment, provide fire protection in the form of a 
charged and manned fire hose at operating pressure 
or large ABC dry chemical extinguisher. 

 ·  Protect rescuers and the victim beneath a protective 
blanket when flying objects like glass and plastic are 
encountered.

 ·  Bridges are dangerous, and bridge guardrails may 
not protect rescuers from falls. Most are at heights 
of 33 to 36 inches in height.
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The Missouri Fire Chaplain Corps 
(MFCC) is a professional organization 

dedicated to encouraging fire chaplaincy 
throughout the state, and professional 
training, networking, and mutual support 
of  chaplains in their departments across 
Missouri. It has been in existence for 15 
years responding to hundreds of  events 
and conducting numerous training events, 
including classes at the Winter Fire School. 
It’s my desire over the next several issues of  
this magazine to provide a follow column to 
help departments to consider the advantages 
of  having a well-trained chaplain available 
in times of  crisis.

Fire chaplains can come from a variety of  
sources. They may be a member of  the 
department, local clergy, or lay volunteers. 
They exist to provide moral and spiritual 
support to firefighters, their families, and the 
community as needed. The specific duties 
of  a chaplain are defined by their local 
department. They are officially appointed 
to these duties by the local fire chief  and 
are endorsed by a faith-based organiza-
tion, which is responsible for their moral 
and professional conduct as a chaplain. All 
members of  the Missouri Fire Chaplain 
Corps are required to have such a letter of  
endorsement, and an appointment letter 
from their department. The core provides 
training in a variety of  areas from the 
culture of  the fire service to critical incident 
stress management.

Because many of  the Corps chaplains are 
also clergy, it is difficult for them to attend 
weekend events, such as the Winter Fire 
School. At its recent annual meeting and 

training event, the MFCC decided to offer 
a second training event in conjunction with 
the Winter Fire School to be held on the 
two days before the exposition that proceeds 
the school. The rationale for this action 
was threefold. One to provide additional 
training opportunities in a central location. 
Two to chaplains more exposure to fire-
fighters, the exposition, and courses offered 
through the fire school. The third was to 
allow firefighters and departments interested 
in chaplaincy to experience the training 
and to talk with chaplains about what they 
bring to their departments, and encourage 
them to promote chaplaincy within their 
department.

2022 marks the initial winter chaplain 
school, so to speak. Two classes will be 
offered. The first is the Essentials of  Fire 
Chaplaincy, specifically to train new chaplains 
and acquaint those interested in chaplaincy 
with what it is. This class is scheduled for 
February 2-3 and will be offered at the 
Campus Lutheran Church, 304 South 
College Avenue, Columbia, MO 65201. 
The second class offered will be The Secrets of  
Psychological Body Armor ™ – Holistic Wellness 
for Emergency Services and Healthcare Professions 
offered on February 3 and is open to anyone 
in the fire service. It will also be held at the 
campus Lutheran Church. The cost for the 
essentials course is $120. The cost for The 
Secrets of  Psychological Body Armor course is 
$60. If  you are interested in attending either 
of  these courses you can email Chaplain 
Ed Hatcher at edhat@earthlink.net or call 
618-207-9487.
 
In future columns, I will discuss what a fire 
chaplain or public service chaplain is and 
how it differs from other ministries, different 
models of  chaplaincy, what to look for in 
selecting a chaplain, and how to sustain a 
chaplaincy within a department. I will also 
illustrate different examples of  fire chap-

laincy from around the country to show 
how a chaplain or the MFCC can be 
utilized.
 

I hope you find this topic inter-
esting and will send me your 
questions so I can address 

specific concerns. I hope you 
will join us at our training 
or visit our booth at the 
exposition.

MISSOURI FIRE CHAPLAIN CORPS 
By Chaplain Ed Hatcher, Secretary/Treasurer, Missouri Fire Chaplain Corp

A SIDE 
of BEEF

2 CHANCES TO WIN!

All Proceeds Go To The  
Missouri Firefighters Museum

1 TICKET = 2 CHANCES

Beef donated by Wynne Angus Farm.

Winners to be notified by phone.

Processing will be paid for  
by the Fire Fighters Memorial  

Foundation of Missouri. 
Drawing held on 08/18/2022.

ONLY 1,000 TICKETS SOLD!

BUY TICKETS ONLINE:
facebook.com/ffmuseumproject
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9 HANDY HACKS IF THE POWER GOES OUT
Severe weather is the single leading 
cause of power outages in the 
U.S. Whether it’s from a blizzard, 
tremendous thunderstorm or 
tornado, hurricane or even a car or 
tree taking out a power line or box, 
simple preparations can make the 
difference of avoiding spoiled foods, 
lack of water and stumbling around 
an unlit home. A loss of power can 
literally leave you in the dark if you 
are not prepared.

Here are some hacks from 
Kohler Generators that can make 
weathering a lack of electricity a 
little easier:

 1.  Strap a headlamp facing into to a 
clear plastic jug filled with water 
to light an entire room

 2.  Keep a bag of stuffed animals, 
games and toys that don’t 
require electricity to occupy and 
entertain children 

 3.  Turn cell phones off or to airplane 
mode to extend the battery life 

 4.  Put ice in a clothes washer to 
make a great cooler with a drain

 5.  Have a propane or briquette 
grill or camp stove with fuel for 
cooking (and make sure to have 
extra fuel or bags of briquettes)

 6.  Store milk jugs with frozen water 
in your freezer to be used to keep 
food cold and for drinking water 
when they melt

 7.  Insert a cotton ball or string into 
a can of cooking oil to make a 
useable candle

 8.  Use  boxes of baby wipes to 
clean bodies if showers don’t 
work

 9.  Consider installing or buying a 
standby generator

Other disaster prep includes:

 •  Stocking an emergency kit with 
food, water, flashlight, medicines, 
cash and important documents

•  Have a family evacuation and 
communications plan

•  Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio
•  Know how to turn off propane 

tanks and gas lines
•  Keep your car’s gas tank full in 

case of evacuation

It’s also a good idea to review your 
insurance policy before a disaster 
hits. You should:

 1.  Know that flood insurance is not 
covered  by most home or renters 
insurance policies

 2.  Get an annual insurance review 
to make sure you have enough 
coverage for the dwelling and 
possessions

 3.  Complete or update your home 
inventory (http://www.naic.org/
documents/index_disaster_
section_inventory_checklist.pdf)  

 4.  Understand whether you have 
actual cash value or replacement 
cost coverage, how much living 
expenses coverage you have or 
if you have coverage for spoiled 
foods from power outages

 5.  Store copies of your inventory 
and insurance information in a 
safe location away from home

 6.  Contact your insurance company 
if you have any questions 

And here is what to do if there is 
damage to your property:

 •  Contact your insurance company 
as soon as possible

 •  Secure the property from further 
damage or theft

 •  Keep or document receipts 
and other expenses if you are 
evacuated or forced to find 
another place to live because 
of damage to your home or 
apartment

•  Be wary of unscrupulous 
contractors following a natural 
disaster

California Casualty is ready to help 
before or after the storm. Contact 
an advisor today for a policy review, 
to arrange for flood insurance or 
upgrade coverages at 1.833.989.3579 
or visit www.readyforquote.com/
katelyn.  It’s also our policy to call 
customers in a disaster area to make 
sure you are okay and help start a 
claim, and our Claims department 
is available 24 hours a day, even on 
holidays if you have an emergency. 

Resources for this article:

http://www.brandpointcontent.
com/PrintSite/
parenting/10-smart-power-outage-
hacks-for-homeowners,22913

www.ready.gov 

http://www.naic.org/documents/
consumer_alert_disaster_prep.htm 

http://www.pciaa.net/
pciwebsite/cms/content/
viewpage?sitePageId=41455 

This article is furnished by 
California Casualty, providing 
auto and home insurance to 
educators, law enforcement officers, 
firefighters and nurses. Get a 
quote at 1.833.989.3579 or www.
readyforquote.com/katelyn.  
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Gordonville Engine at Jackson Christmas ParadeFruitland Engine at Jackson Christmas Parade

It has been quite a year in District 12. 
Many of  us have seen an increase in call 

responses, but we still have time to enjoy the 
holidays, and one of  the best parts of  the job 
is the smiling faces during a parade. Cape 
Girardeau, Jackson, and Oak Ridge all held 
evening parades this year with lighted floats, 
candy, and fire apparatus. 

It’s a real joy to see how creative everyone 
can be adding lights and extra decor to the 
apparatus to bring smiles to our commu-
nities. As we enter a new year with new 
challenges, thank you for all you do for your 
communities and stay safe.

HOLIDAY APPARATUS PARADES 
By Rob Francis, District 12 Director

District 12

Cape Girardeau Christmas Parade

Jackson Ladder 15 at Jackson Christmas Parade

North County Engine at Oak Ridge Parade
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Happy New Year. Hope everyone had a 
great Thanksgiving, Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

The FFAM is scheduled to have another 
busy year attending lots of  conferences and 
regional chief  meetings throughout the 
state promoting the organization and to be 
a voice of  the Missouri Fire Service. What 
was special about this year is the FFAM 
Auxiliary is joining us to promote what they 
do for the organization and also to promote 
membership with the Auxiliary. Thanks goes 
to President Weisz and the Ladies Auxiliary 
in joining the board of  directors on the help 
of  promoting the organization. Thank you, 
Ladies!

The FFAM is scheduled to be at the 
following conferences and chief  meetings for 
2022 pending COVID.

The MU FRTI Winter Fire School on 
February 4, in Columbia. The Chief  
Conference on February 25-27, in Branson. 
The Dispatcher Conference on March 
13-15, in Branson. The Firefighter Day at 
the Capitol on April 5, in Jefferson City. 
The FFAM Convention on May 6-8, in 
Washington. The MOFPD Conference 
on June 23-24, in Lake of  the Ozarks. 

The Revolutionary Fire Tactics on July 
15, in Lake of  the Ozarks. The MO EMS 
Conference on August 2-5, in St Charles. 
The Independence Fire Festival on August 
27, in Independence. The Jefferson Engine 
Rally on September 24, in St. Louis. The 
Fire and EMS Funeral Team Conference on 
October 14-16, in Lake of  the Ozarks.

About the regional Chiefs meeting, please 
contact me or the fire marshal’s office and 
we will be glad to send a director or assistant 
director to your meeting to speak about the 
organization and tell about the benefits we 
have to offer.

As you can see we are gong to have a busy 
year, this not include the annual Memorial 
Service or various other activities that we 
represent throughout the year.

As you are already aware, we ended the year 
with 2 LODD in the later part of  December. 
The FFAM would like to extend our 
sympathy to Boone County Fire Protection 
District and the Tri County Fire Protection 
District on the loss of  one of  the personnel.

If  the FFAM can be of  any assistance or you 
would like for a director or assistant director 
to attend any of  your events or attend a 
regional meeting, please contact me. I can 
be reached by email grant_oetting@yahoo.
com or cell number 660-229-4525, if  I don’t 
answer please leave a message and I will get 
back to you. Until next time. Stay safe my 
brothers and sisters.

Grant Oetting

A Message From The 2nd VPFFAM.ORG/SHOP
All proceeds support FFAM

Free Shipping

KNEELING  
FIREFIGHTER STATUE

CHALLENGE COINS

A TRIBUTE TO THE FIRE 
SERVICE OF MISSOURI 
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The Johnson County Fire Protection 
District placed three new fire engines, 

three new tankers and a new rescue truck 
in service during the past several months. 
The KME fire engines and KME tankers 
all on International chassis were purchased 
from Jon’s Mid America Fire Apparatus, 
Rogersville, MO. The Maintainer Custom 
Body (MCB) rescue truck on a four-door 
Ford F-550 chassis was purchased from 
Danko Emergency Equipment, Snyder, NE. 

The engines have a 1250 GPM pump with 
a 1000 gallon water tank. The tankers have 
2000 gallon water tanks and an articulating 
extendable rear dump allowing discharge 
on both sides and to the rear. The rescue 

truck has a custom-built equipment box 
featuring LED lighting, reels of  hydraulic 
hose for hydraulic rescue tools, and sliding 
storage trays to allow easy access to rescue 
equipment. 

“The new equipment was purchased thanks 
to the support we receive from our voters,” 
said Chief  Larry Jennings. “We have a 
large district and a large number of  appa-
ratus. The need to constantly replace aging 
equipment is always easier to do when our 
voters support and understand our needs in 
a world of  ever-increasing prices.” 

The engines were designed with personnel 
safety in mind with lower access to hose lays, 

internal storage of  equipment, and increased 
equipment storage away from the personnel 
in the cab. 

The purchase of  this equipment supple-
ments the delivery of  two new fire engines 
and two new tankers in late 2019. 

The JCFPD serves an area of  approximately 
525 square miles in the eastern two-thirds of  
Johnson County except for Whiteman AFB 
and the cities of  Warrensburg and Knob 
Noster. Operating out of  12 stations, the 
district has 13 fire engines, 11 tankers, 13 
wildland fire trucks, one vehicle rescue truck, 
one air support truck, four UTVs, three water 
rescue boats and two water rescue trucks.

SEVEN NEW APPARATUS IN SERVICE 
By Captain Joe Jennings, Johnson County Fire Protection District

Johnson County Fire Protection District

Three new fire engines, three new tankers and a new rescue truck placed in service during the past several months.

No, not your Christmas list but your 
list for the 2022 FFAM Convention. 

YES, there will be a 2022 Convention. It 
will be May 6-8 in Washington and will 
be our 66th convention. They have added 
and changed some things so be sure not 
to miss these dates May 6-8. It seems like 
it has been a long time since we could be 
together and catch up on news from our 
fellow firefighters. With the theme of  “Then 
and Now” there will be a lot to talk about. 
There is information on the FFAM website 
and it takes you to the needed information to 
get registered and everything else you need 
for the convention. So, check everything 
twice and get ready for the 2022 FFAM 
Convention.  

CHECKING TWICE 
By Larry Jones

Do you have a high school senior in the 
family? Are you a member attending 

college or a vocational/technical school 
for continuing education? The Firefighters 
Association of  Missouri has four High 
School Scholarships and two Continuing 
Education Scholarships available for 
members. To start the application process 
please visit our website at ffam.org and then 
select the scholarship tab.

The applications must be completed, and 
all required documents must be received by 
February 28, 2022. Successful applicants 
will be notified before the 2022 FFAM 
Convention. If  possible, we would like for 
all winners to be present at the conven-
tion for the awarding of  their scholarship. 
If  you have questions about the scholar-
ship program or wish to have scholarship 
information sent to you, please contact the 
FFAM Scholarship Chairman Larry Eggen. 
leggen@jcfpd.net.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
By Larry Eggen, Committee Chair

Gary Berendzen 
Director

District

6
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 2021 has been 
another one of  those years where we had to 
make changes because of  Covid 19. Hope 
that all are doing well. After missing the last 
2 years of  conventions, my wife and I are 
looking forward to the 2022 Convention in 
Washington MO on May 6th thru 8th. Hope 
to see you all there. It will not be too long to 
where we will start practicing for the contest. 
Good luck and be careful. If  you have any 
questions about the games or if  the FFAM 
can do anything for you or your department, 
please reach out to us. I can be reached at 
573.680.2452 or by email gberendzen@
ccfpd.net.
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Welcome to 2022! I hope you all were 
able to find a little time to relax and 

unwind over the holidays. I thought I would 
spend a little time giving you a synopsis of  
the MU FRTI annual report. If  you would 
like more details, you can go to mufrti.org.

In FY21 we held over 500 courses with 
almost 9,500 enrollments. We had student 
representation from all 114 counties in 
Missouri, twenty-four other states and 

one student from Germany. Putting these 
numbers together MU FRTI provided 
over 150,000 instructional hours. Just as 
important as these numbers are that we held 
83% of  our courses at local departments or 
agencies. All of  this was accomplished even 
as COVID continued to affect schedules.

Our customer satisfaction 
ratings continue to be very 
high. Thanks to our great 
instructors we once again 
achieved an overall score 
of  3.3 on a 4-point scale.  
All areas of  our evaluation 
increased except visual mate-
rials which have remained 
steady for the last four years.

Don’t forget about our upcoming Winter 
Fire School and Equipment Expo that will 
be held in Columbia from February 4-6. We 
still have openings for many of  the courses 
that will be offered. For more information 
go to cvent.me/17meal or contact Tracy 
Gray at 573-882-5017. 

On behalf  of  the 
faculty and staff at 
MU FRTI, I want to 
thank you for your 
continued support 
and we hope to 
continue to provide 
great training for 
many years to come!

Director’s Comments

John Worden
Interim Director

MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute

Find Out More Online:

MUFRTI.ORG

  MU FIRE AND RESCUE TRAINING INSTITUTE For Details and Complete Schedule Visit MUFRTI.org

DATE     COURSE                                                                                                                     LOCATION                               CONTACT                     PHONE

1/21 Lost Person Search and Rescue Rolla Roger Hayes 573-341-2211

1/21 Electric Vehicle Safety for First Responders Sikeston Zach Haskin 314-808-2634

1/22 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Farmington Bart Mabry 800-869-3476

1/27 Alternative Fuel Vehicle Incident Response Savannah Tom Sontheimer 816-617-5826

1/28 Essentials of Firefighting: Natural Cover Fires St. James John Douglas 573-265-5112

1/29 Alternative Fuel Vehicle Incident Response Sugar Creek Brandon Smith 816-674-1375

1/29 Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Techniques for Emergency Responders Ava Teresa Tost 417-543-2715

2/1 Technical Rescuer: Core (Blended) Bloomfield Daniel Dew 573-321-8671

2/1 Technical Rescuer: Core (Blended) St. Louis Brian Zaitz 314-568-1501

2/7 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Officer Kansas City Mike Collins 816-785-7181

2/8 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Chief Officer Kansas City Mike Collins 816-785-7181

2/8 Fire Department Medical First Responder Ava A.J. Carmichael 417-543-6333

2/10 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Chief Officer Barnhart Kevin Schnable 314-420-0314

2/12 Farm Machinery Rescue Piedmont Earl Mumper 573-712-4685

2/15 Firefighter Friendly Thermal Imaging Iberia Will Humphrey 573-821-0707

2/18 Surface Water Rescue: Awareness Barnhart Kevin Schnable 314-420-0314

2/21 Electric Vehicle Safety for First Responders Mountain Grove Mark Bushong 417-926-4445

2/23 Company Officer Responsibility Incident Safety Festus Bob Tucker 314-280-2673

2/25 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Officer Valley Park Curtis VanGaasbeek 6362254288

2/26 Alternative Fuel Vehicle Incident Response St. James John Douglas 573-265-5112

2/26 Electric Vehicle Safety for First Responders St. James John Douglas 573-265-5112

2/26 Vehicle Fire Fighting Van Buren Curt Majors 870-275-5053

2/26 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Jackson Tim Bleichroth 573-382-1553

3/4 Water Supply Operations for Suburban and Rural Firefighting Pomona Randall Dennis 417-293-0889

3/4 Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations Cape Girardeau Matt Mittrucker 573-339-6330

3/4 Structural Fire Fighting Techniques Piedmont Andrew Dickerson 573-712-7929

3/5 Emergency Services UTV/ATV Safety Rolla Roger Hayes 573-341-2211

3/8 Structural Collapse Rescue: Initial Response Union Matt Tobben 636-583-2515

3/11 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Birch Tree Tyler Tramtham 417-293-3218

3/11 Farm Machinery Rescue Sheridan Ashley Rush 660-254-2546

3/12 Basic Grain Engulfment Rescue La Belle William Fountain 573-470-6685

3/14 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Chief Officer Valley Park Curtis VanGaasbeek 6362254288

3/18 Simulated Incident Management for First Arriving Officer Cape Girardeau Matt Mittrucker 573-339-6330
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ENROLL NOW
MUFRTI.org
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FEATURE YOUR DEPARTMENT!
Fill out this form and submit it with a department photo and  
we will feature your department in an upcoming FFAM magazine.

YOUR NAME: ________________________________________ YOUR PHONE: _____________________

DEPARTMENT NAME: ___________________________________________________________________

DEPARTMENT ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS: ___________NUMBER OF PAID: __________ TOTAL MEMBERS: _______

IS YOUR DEPARTMENT FIRE AND EMS COMBINED?   c YES    c NO 

AVERAGE CALLS PER YEAR: __________________  AVERAGE FIRES PER YEAR: ________________

AVERAGE RESCUE/EXTRICATION CALLS PER YEAR: ________________________________________

AVERAGE MEDICAL CALLS PER YEAR (IF APPLICABLE): _____________________________________

YEAR DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED:  _____________CHIEF: __________________________________

NUMBER OF ENGINES: __________________________NUMBER OF TANKERS: __________________

NUMBER OF RESCUE: _______________________NUMBER OF AMBULANCES: ___________________

OTHER APPARATUS: ____________________________________________________________________

Email this form along with a group photo, including names, or other department photos to 
ffammagazine@gmail.com. An online form can be found at www.ffam.org/news/newsletter.

For $35 each, you can designate a flag to be flown in memory, honor, or appreciation of an individual you choose. If you would 
like to have your flag mailed to you, please add $5 per flag for postage. Flags will be raised in early May and be flown at the 
Firefighters Memorial in Kingdom City, Missouri. All proceeds will benefit the Firefighter Museum Project and are tax-deductible.

FIRE FIGHTER’S FIELD OF FLAGS
      A FIRE FIGHTER       MUSEUM FUNDRAISER

Name  _________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City ___________________  State  _____________  Zip ___________

Phone _________________  Email  ______________________________

PA
Y

M
E

N
T 

O
P

TI
O

N
S

c Check c Visa  c Mastercard  c Discover  c Am. Exp.

Name on card ________________________________________________

Card #  ___________________________________  Exp. Date _______

Signature __________________________________  CCV ___________
                         Make checks payable to “FFAM Museum” 

Number Of Flags: __________ X $35            Mail?: ___________X $5         =         Total Amount Enclosed: $_____________

Name On Flag #1: ____________________________________________  c In Honor of   c In Memory Of   c In Appreciation

Name On Flag #2: ____________________________________________  c In Honor of   c In Memory Of   c In Appreciation

Name On Flag #3: ____________________________________________  c In Honor of   c In Memory Of   c In Appreciation

c Firefighter   c Veteran   c Active Duty   c Army   c Navy   c Air Force  c Marines   c Coast Guard   c Other____________

Mail to:   Gail Hagans 
Memorial Foundation 
5641 N Autumn Dr., 
Columbia, MO 65202

Email questions to: 
ffammuseum@gmail.com

Deadline to order: April 29, 2022!
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Call Feld Fire for a demo of the new 3M Scott C5 Vision! 

The new face of firefighting.  
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with E-Z Flo C5 Regulator.
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with Radio Direct Interface.

See more.  
Wider field of view helps to improve situational awarness.

Hear what matters.
Bone conduction headphone for clear incoming radio communications.

Breathe easier. 
New regulator design provides improved breathing performance.
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