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Spring is just around the corner. I am sure 
all of  us are ready for its arrival. I know 

I am ready for the season to change and for 
life to return to the trees and grass and for 
things to come alive again.

I want to start off by thanking everyone that 
offered prayers and well wishes to both my 
wife and myself. January 6, we both tested 
positive for COVID-19. I was transported by 
ambulance to Boone Hospital and treated 
for COVID with double pneumonia for six 
days. My wife was able to recover at home. 
Again, thank you!

The first virtual Winter Fire School was a 
success thanks to MU FRTI’s hard work. 
Thank you for the commitment to educate 
our emergency service personnel. 

Our annual Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial 
service has changed to October 9, at 9:00 
p.m. for the Candlelight Service, and 
October 10, at 10:30 a.m. for the Sunday 
morning services. 

Please consider this your personal invita-
tion to participate in the Honor Guard, 
Bag Piper, Antique Fire Equipment, and 
any other task you desire. Just let me know, 
please. The commander for the honor guard 
again this year is Lieutenant Tracy Gray 
of  the Columbia City Fire Department. 
Lieutenant Gray did an outstanding job 
last year. All honor guards and color guards 
are invited to participate. Please contact Lt. 
Gray at 573-590-1162 or tlgray@gocolum-
biamo.com if  you are interested and that 
you will be attending.

I am still looking for one (1) Ladder Truck 
to fly the large flag at the Sunday Morning 
services. If  interested, please let me know. 
Chief  Steve Olshwanger of  the Maryland 
Heights Fire Protection District will be 

providing one of  the ladder trucks in honor 
of  his department’s LODD, Chris Moore.

The annual FFAM Convention is canceled 
for 2021 due to the COVID-19 restrictions 
in place at Kearney, Missouri.

I have signed the 2021 contract to provide 
Emergency Services at the Missouri State 
Fair in August. 

Things are being planned for a full-fledged 
fair but a plan is in place in the event we 
have to reduce activities like we did last year 
due to the coronavirus.

Everyone, please have a great and safe 
spring. As always, your officers and board 
of  directors of  FFAM are always available 
if  you have a need. Please contact one for 
assistance.

President’s Remarks

Kenneth Hoover

Welcome Fellow Firefighters

2021 MEMORIAL SERVICES RESCHEDULED
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE:

Saturday, October 9, 2021 • 9:00 p.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE:

Sunday, October 10, 2021 • 10:30 a.m.

Kingdom City and Live Streaming
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Greeting from the thirteenth floor. I am 
overwhelmed that I have been writing 

that now for four years. I am beginning 
my fifth year as your Missouri State Fire 
Marshal. That cold, snowy, wind-blowing 
20mph February day at St. Louis head-
quarters seems like yesterday. Judy and I are 
honored and humbled for God’s blessing us 
to fulfill this role. Every hour and mile we 
have spent being able to meet, greet and 
eat with many, will forever be etched in our 
hearts. Thank you each for your dedication 
and commitment to serve our state and your 
communities. We look forward to serving for 
years to come.

I also must brag on my Division of  Fire 
Safety team. Wow, what a devoted group of  
individuals. They believe in the mission of  
serving others and are very dedicated to your 
public safety where ever you may travel in 
our state. With the twelve different programs 
we administer, we feel the influences it has 
on you and your family’s safety. Thank you 
DFS family for accepting Judy and me and 
for everything you do daily across our state.

I have missed getting the opportunity to get 
out and visit your department events. Judy 
and I now have both taken our COVID 
shots, and because of  that, we will be able 
to get back to visit before long. I am ready. I 
encourage you to get the shot, I had a good 
experience with the shot. 

I was proud to be part of  history recently 
with MU FRTI. Congratulations to Tracy 
Gray and his Winter Fire School team for 
pulling off the first-ever virtual Winter Fire 
School in our nation. I had the privilege to 
see some of  the behind the scene activities. 
WOW what an accomplishment for MU 
FRTI. Thank you team MU FRTI, and to 
each instructor, and student who partici-
pated to make this successful, “Show Me 
Strong!” Hopefully, God willing, we will see 
each other in person in 2022!

After deep thought and listening to the 
experts, we will host Firefighter’s Day at 
the Capitol virtually for 2021 on April 14, 
2021. The present environment at the state 
capitol is limited to visitors and extracur-
ricular activities. We believe we should lead 
by example, and maintain the CDC recom-
mendations. We will be pushing out a link 
over our social media and through email to 
join Firefighter’s Day at the Capitol virtually 
on April 14, 2021.

The 101st Legislative body is working hard. 
There are several first responder bills this 
session, if  passed, would help us as first 
responders. Example: HB 559 which would 
create a cancer trust fund to assist our 
firefighters dealing with the diagnosis of  
cancer. There is a way to go on these bills. I 
encourage you to get to know your legis-
lators and encourage them to support our 
Missouri fire service.

Save the following date, May 26, for the 
Fire Chief ’s Virtual Summit. This will be 
a one-day summit catering to our Missouri 
Fire Chiefs and command staff. We plan to 
have different breakout sessions on topics 
that are affecting or will affect our Missouri 
Fire Service. We hope to create a solid 
lineup for the day, and fill you with knowl-
edge, stay tuned.

Another very important date to mark on 
your calendar, the 5th Annual State Fire 
Marshal’s / Supporting Heroes Stair Climb. 
It’s unbelievable this is the 20th anniversary 
of  9/11. We will be back in the Jefferson 
building this year. Jefferson City will be 
hosting Patriots Day over the 9/11 weekend. 

There will be several activities to honor and 
“Never Forget” those who lost their lives that 
day. To register or support the fifth annual 
event on the 20th anniversary of  9/11, 
please visit www.mosfmstairclimb.com.

In closing, thank you to everyone who has 
renewed your fire department registration. 
If  you haven’t done so please take the time 
and do so. If  you need any assistance contact 
Eric.hartman@dps.mo.gov.

I am honored to serve each of  you and 
appreciate your support of  the Division of  
Fire Safety. Thank you for your commitment 
to serve our state, and dedication to public 
safety. May God keep and bless each of  you.

Also, I absolutely love the new format FFAM 
has gone to with the magazine, top shelf.

Fire Marshal’s Update

Tim Bean

Greetings from the 13th Floor

Missouri State Fire Marshal 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb

The Missouri State Fire Marshal will be hosting their 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb 
on September 11, 2021, at 1:00 p.m., to benefit Supporting Heroes.  

September 11, 2021 @ 1:00 p.m.

Jefferson State Office Building

205 Jefferson Street

Jefferson City, MO 65101

Climber Registration: $50

Sponsor Info: • Platinum: $5000 • Gold: $2500 • Silver: $1000 • Floor: $250

Details are available online at mosfmstairclimb.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US:

 Event questions: mosfmstairclimb@gmail.com

 Supporting Heroes questions: info@supporingheroes.org

 Follow us on facebook: facebook.com/MoMemorialStairClimb
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING MINUTES
January 31, 2021 • Sedalia, Missouri • Secretary/Treasurer Jaime Miller Draft • Final Approval at Next Meeting

President Ken Hoover called the meeting 
of  the Board of  Directors of  the Fire 

Fighters Association of  Missouri to order 
at 9:00 AM Sunday, January 31, 2021, at 
the Missouri State Fair Fire Department in 
Sedalia, MO.

The meeting began with the Pledge of  
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS

OFFICERS
President Ken Hoover, Little Dixie FPD; 
First Vice President Larry Jennings, Johnson 
County FPD; Second Vice President Grant 
Oetting, Higginsville FPD; Secretary-
Treasurer Jaime Miller, Johnson County 
FPD #2; Sergeant-at-Arms Rex Reynolds, 
Southern FPD of  Holt County.

DIRECTORS
District 1 Terry Wynne, Galt FPD; District 2 
Greg Wright, Shelbina FD; District 3 Larry 
Jones, Madison/West Monroe FPD; District 
4 Joe Vaughn, Pleasant Hill FPD; District 5 
Terry Plumb, Southern Stone FPD; District 
6 Gary Berendzen, Cole County FPD; 
District 7 RB Brown, Eureka FPD; District 
10 Greg Brown, Eureka FPD; District 11 
Monty Thompson, Kearney FPD; District 
14 Rick Dozier, Southern FPD of  Holt 
County.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
District 1, Janet Cain, Shoal Creek FPD; 
District 3, Rob Erdel, Little Dixie FPD; 
District 3, Charlie Peel, Southeastern 
Randolph FPD; District 4, Jonathan Evans, 
Lincoln FD; District 6, Alan Braun, Cole 
County FPD; District 6, John Scheper, 
Gravois FPD; District 9, Kurt Wilbanks, 
West Plains FD; District 10, Harriett 
Vaucher, Eureka FPD; District 11, Josh 
Koepke, Kansas City FD; District 11, Billy 
Smith, North Central Carroll Co FPD; 
District 14, Glen Dittmar, Dearborn Area 
FPD. 

OTHERS
Past President Keith Smith, Warrenton FPD.
 
GUESTS
Tim Bean, Eric Hartman, Missouri Division 
of  Fire Safety; Gail Hagans, University of  
Missouri Fire and Rescue Training Institute; 

Dave Hedrick, MO Fire Chaplains Corp.; 
Larry Eggen, Johnson County FPD; Cy 
Fields, Paris Rural FPD; Evan Clark, St. 
Joseph FD; Kevin Dusheke, Aflac; Kyler 
Oliver, NTA Ems Rescue; Doc Kritzer, 
Memorial Foundation; Matt Frankenberg, 
Washington FD.
 
AGENDA
President Hoover asked for additions to the 
agenda. 

RB Brown moved to accept the agenda as 
presented. Gary Berendzen seconded the 
motion and all approved.
 
MINUTES 
President Hoover asked for corrections to 
the December 6, 2020 meeting minutes. 
RB Brown moved to accept the minutes as 
presented. Monty Thompson seconded the 
motion and all approved.
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
President Hoover asked for a review of  
the November - December 2020 financial 
report. Gary Berendzen moved to accept 
the financial report presented. Terry Plumb 
seconded the motion and all approved. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND SPECIAL 
GUEST(S)

Gail Hagans with the University of  Missouri 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute reported 
that Winter Fire School will now be all 
virtual. They have 33 classes and approx-
imately 300 people registered. They will 
kick-off with an opening session online on 
Friday at 12:30. The MFA grant winners will 
be announced during that time as well. 

State Fire Marshal Tim Bean with the 
Missouri Division of  Fire Safety reported 
that the Division received an AFG grant for 
a new records management and learning 
management system. Each person will now 
have access to the DFS portal to access their 
training records and certificates. 

Eric Hartman reported that he will be 
sharing more information in the next month 
regarding the VW grant for emissions. There 
will be approximately $3 million available 
through the grant. Two of  the grant require-
ments will be a current fire department 
registration through DFS and if  you are a 

fire protection district or ambulance district, 
your board members must have completed 
the statutorily required training. 

Please make sure DFS has a valid email on 
file for your department as this is how they 
contact departments.

Jefferson City will be hosting Patriots Day on 
September 11, 2021, with several events. 

The annual memorial stair climb will also 
take place at that time. More information to 
follow.

Firefighter Day at the Capitol has been 
scheduled for April 14, 2021.

If  you have a fire fatality, please contact 
DFS so they have the data, even if  your 
department has investigators and DFS is not 
requested to respond.

Greg Wright with the EMS Funeral Team 
presented Tim Bean with a recognition 
award for his continued support of  their 
organization. 

The deadline for the annual fire depart-
ment registration through DFS is March 1. 
They are not asking for specific identifiable 
information but there is information needed 
on demographics. The registration must be 
completed in its entirety to be compliant. 

President Hoover advised that Theresa 
Cox donated to the Fire Fighters Memorial 
Foundation on behalf  of  the late Kay Asher.

Kevin Dusheke, District Sales Representative 
with Aflac, presented a proposal for addi-
tional benefits for FFAM members. The 
proposal includes three policies through 
Aflac including accident, hospital, and 
critical illness. Aflac has partnered with a 
company called iSolutions which will be 
available as an online enrollment platform 
for members who want to sign up for insur-
ance benefits. 

He also presented proposals for life insur-
ance and short-term disability through 
Standard Life. The enrollment process for 
both would be online, by phone, or face-
to-face if  departments would like him or 
another representative to come to a meeting. 
Discussion followed. The Board will review 
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the materials proposed and table until the 
next meeting. 

Monty Thompson reported that Clay 
County is still on lockdown until May 1 
and the school in Kearney has gathering 
restrictions. There is no other location large 
enough to social distance for the convention 
and with the convention scheduled to begin 
April 30, Kearney is unable to host for 2021. 

Larry Jones spoke with Washington FD and 
they are unable to host in 2021 due to gath-
ering restrictions. Discussion followed. Grant 
Oetting moved to cancel the 2021 convention 
but still hold the annual business meeting 
on May 2 in Sedalia. Monty Thompson 
seconded the motion and all approved. 

President Hoover advised he is reviewing 
the current committees and how they are 
functioning. 

Committees should be meeting regularly and 
sending their meeting reports to him. He 
will be making adjustments to committees as 
necessary. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Charlie Peel reminded everyone that award 
nominations can be sent at any time. All 
nominations are due by February 28.

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Larry Jennings asked everyone to do their 
due diligence again and stay within budget. 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report given.

CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE
David Hedrick reported that membership 
dues for 2021 in the Missouri Fire Chaplains 
Corps are due in January. Information on 
dues was included in the MFCC Newsletter 
that was sent out in early January. If  you 
have any questions regarding dues, please 
contact MFCC Secretary/Treasurer Ed 
Hatcher, edhat@earthlink.net. 

The MFCC is planning on offering the 
ICISF Assisting Individuals in Crisis class 
via ZOOM, tentatively scheduled for March 
1-2. If  you are interested in taking the class 
please contact Ed Hatcher. 

The Federation of  Fire Chaplains has sched-
uled their FFC Annual Conference 2021 for 
October 24-28, 2021 in Irving, Texas. More 
information will be available soon through 
the FFC.

CONTEST COMMITTEE
Gary Berendzen reported that there will not 
be any contest this year and the trailer is 
being housed in the museum.

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Larry Jones reported that he is still working 
with Washington FD on hosting 2022.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Gail Hagans reported that the committee 
had a meeting on December 9. They 
discussed that the Winter Fire School 
scholarships should come from their budget 
and not from the Membership Committee 
budget. 

They are also discussing possible scholar-
ships for Summer Fire School. She asked 
that if  the State Fair FD would like to 
host a training during the State Fair, she 
will need to know well ahead of  time for 
planning purposes. A discussion was held on 
the Certified Fire and Ambulance District 

board training that is normally held during 
the convention. The Board advised FFAM 
would still host the class on Saturday, May 1 
but the location would be moved to the State 
Fair Fire Department in Sedalia.

FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE
RB Brown advised they would still hold the 
poster contest this year, but posters will need 
to be submitted electronically. Information 
will be made available on Facebook and the 
website.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Greg Brown reported that the firefighter 
training funding has been retained in the 
state’s budget this year.

They are working to establish a trust to cover 
firefighters for certain cancers. This will 
replace a previous initiative to make certain 
cancers, outlined in SB54, presumptive 
coverage for worker’s compensation. The 
presumptive cancer bill will not pass so this 
new trust is trying to get upfront money to 
start. Presumptive COVID-19 legislation has 
been extended through July.

Continue reading on page 15.
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Preserving the past. It always upsets me 
when I see a military veteran’s memo-

rabilia, uniforms, medals, even their burial 
flag, discarded or for sale at antique stores. 
Where are the relatives, decedents, or 
compatriots that should have honored and 
preserved the memory of  this individual’s 
service and sacrifice? 

It is similar to the fire service paraphernalia 
that represents the service of  career and 
volunteer firefighters. I find personal items 
such as plaques, ceremonial items, and 

other honors, along with former equipment 
mementos of  one’s fire service occupation or 
avocation discarded or in poor condition and 
being sold. Why are these not treasured and 
honored memories of  some family member, 
or at least being preserved as an example of  
fire service history and traditions?

Over my 40 plus years in the fire service, I 
developed an appreciation for our profes-
sion’s heritage. I found myself  becoming a 
curator or conservator of  our history and 
traditions. In so doing, I have learned much 

about the past and its meaning to our future. 
Recently I reinstated and preserved a fire 
service speaking trumpet. If  you are in the 
fire service and do not know what that is, 
you need to spend some time studying fire 
service history. I rescued it from a serious 
state of  deterioration, and after substantial 
work to remove the corrosion and polish it, 
it was returned to somewhat of  its former 
glory. Based on the little history I could find 
with the item, it was undoubtedly a presen-
tation trumpet to a chief  who retired in the 
1940s for their long dedicated service. As I 
carefully restored and polished this artifact, 
I wondered about the life and service of  this 
individual and what sacrifices he may have 
made to fulfill his life-long commitment to 
the fire service. What a disappointment it 
had been so poorly maintained, and then 
heedlessly disposed of.

I find myself  being critical of  some modern 
media shows that talk about leaving an 
antique unrestored to maintain its vintage 
appearance or its “patina.” Depending on 
the object, one day the patina, rust, and 
deformation may deteriorate the treasured 
antique beyond the point of  restoration. In 
the fire department, the brass and chrome 
were always polished and pristine. It would 
never be allowed to tarnish. Leather items 
were well cleaned and conditioned. Why 
should it not be so when it is being preserved 
for posterity? As I look at a piece of  antique 
fire service equipment, I often ponder: how 
many firefighters’ hands have touched it; 
how many fires or rescues did it play a part; 
and how many times a young firefighter 
sat in the firehouse polishing and cleaning 
it so it would be ready for the next call. If  
an artifact of  a past fire service individual 
is no longer a treasured memory or being 
properly preserved, I hope the family or 
owner donate it to a fire service museum. 
Then it can still be appreciated by those who 
serve our honored profession.

The fire service artifacts I rescue and 
restore are not mine to own. I am simply 
the current conservator of  the past for the 
future generations of  the fire service. As fire 
service veterans, let us take steps to preserve 
our history and artifacts so that our dece-
dents may pay homage to the memories of  
those who have gone before us and continue 
to honor the lasting traditions of  the fire 
service.

PRESERVING OUR FIRE SERVICE PAST
By David E. Hedrick, Fire Service Director (RET)

Fire Service Artifacts

Presentation Trumpet, New Jersey Company, No. 4. Image courtesy of the National Museum 
of American History: americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_1346400
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Welcome to the beginning of  spring 
and all the renewals which come with 

that. The Museum Foundation continues to 
explore fundraising options. A large block 
of  time was devoted to this subject during 
our last Zoom meeting on February 23, 
2021. One director outlined a new approach 
to a resource we have not contacted at the 
corporate level in some time and ties directly 
into a second program in becoming more 
detailed by specific costs of  very specific 
needs to finish our interior. 

This is still a work in progress, so more to 
come. Another idea just started in the discus-
sion, is revising a new approach to an older 
but previous successful program used during 
the early days in fundraising.

Completing Phase-I had its challenges in 
fundraising for a vision that at the time 
involved an open space of  green grass. 
We are now more optimistic about being 
able to sell the vision of  a finished interior 
while looking at the 
building giving 
a more positive 
dimension as 
we work toward 
finishing Phase-
II. While we 
continue about 

the business of  fundraising, we also remain 
open for ideas to not only make this project 
unique but assure we continue the core value 
of  a Historic Preservation Foundation and 
Education Center. A tall order for sure, but 
in February 1996, there was only a motion 
made, seconded, discussed, and passed to 
organize a memorial committee. 

Just a vision of  what could be at that time. 
On May 18, 2002, the memorial was dedi-
cated with the concept of  a future museum 
adjacent to the west side already in the 
works. 

I will restate what I said in my last article, 
please do not “assume” we have all the 
answers or a corner on all great ideas when 
it comes to fundraising. If  you have some-
thing you feel could assist, please reach 
out to a foundation member. My contact 
information is Keith Smith, 314-709-0760 
or keith.smith@warrenton-fire.org.

We are blessed in having so many of  your 
foundation board members involved in 

numerous areas of  the Missouri Fire 
Service while still finding the 

time to work on foundation 
business, events, and 

special 

projects. In continuing with my commit-
ment to recognizing foundation members 
in more detail the next two people I would 
like to introduce are Gail Hagans and Terry 
Wynne.

Gail was working part-time for the director 
of  printing services at the University of  
Missouri during her last two years of  high 
school and was hired full-time in June 1985. 
She moved to the MU Fire and Rescue 
Training Institute in November 1989. Gail 
volunteered as an EMT for the Missouri 
State Fair Fire Department in the early ‘90s 
serving over 10-years, one of  the first recipi-
ents of  the Phil Sayer Lifetime Achievement 
awards and has supported the foundation 
in many ways for several years before being 
elected as a board member in 2018. For 
those on Facebook, you know that Gail is 
a very accomplished photographer with a 
specialty for birds.

Terry Wynne is the FFAM Director of  
District 1 and Fire Chief  of  the Galt Fire 
Protection District approaching 45-years as 
a volunteer firefighter. Terry has volunteered 
at the Missouri State Fair Fire Department 
for over 15-years but has supported this 
operation in other ways for over 30-years, 
currently serving as a Commissioner during 
the Fair. Terry became an FFAM Director 
and Foundation Board member about the 
same time over 12-years ago. Terry is a 
lifelong farmer, loves spending time with 

Grandchildren and camping.
You do not have to be on the Foundation 
Board to assist with any one of  our 

numerous projects. If  you would 
be interested in just a few hours 
at a time/date of  your choice, 

please contact us. Thank you 
for reviewing this update 
regarding your state 

museum project.

THE MUSEUM FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Members You May Not Know
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MISSOURI PATRIOT DAY COMMITTEE POSTER WINNERS
By The Missouri Patriot Day Committee

The Missouri Patriot Day Committee held a state-wide poster contest. Judging took 
place on January 25, 2021. Fifty-four posters were submitted. The winning poster was 

submitted by Garrett Horn from Blair Oaks High School in Wardsville, Missouri. The first 
place poster will be used for all logos with the event. Operation Bugle Boy donated the prize 
money for the poster contest with the understanding that each winner would donate their 
prize money back to a charity named in the contest rules.

HONORABLE MENTIONS
Kendra Mueller, Centralia High School
Lauren Strange, Blair Oaks High School
Zole Brightwell, Blairs Oaks High School
Alexcis Howell, Centralia High School
Mattie Robinson, Centralia High School
Emily Lee, Centralia High School
Lilly Garrison, Warsaw High School
Katina Galati, Elsberry High School

First Place: Garrett Horn, Blair Oaks High School, Wardsville, Missouri
Third Place: Kenley Mitchell, Blair Oaks 
High School, Wardsville, Missouri

Second Place: Mia Foote, Jackson High 
School, Jackson Missouri

Find more photos of poster entries at: facebook.com/mopatriots
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CA Lic#0041343   ©2020 CCMC   Insurance not available in AK, HI, MA, MI, NY, WI. Coverages described are subject to 
availability and eligibility. Amazon.com is not a sponsor of this promotion. Restrictions apply. See website for complete details.

1.866.268.1754
ForOurOfficers.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE, 
NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE.

California Casualty Auto and Home Insurance provides FFAM Members the rates, benefits and customer service you deserve.  
Our policies are designed with you and your family in mind. We promise to do more for the people who give more. 

$25 
FREE 

with Auto 
Quote!

Exclusive Member Rates  |  Payment Skip Options  |  Reduced Deductible Benefit  |  Fallen Hero Benefit  | 

And... for the opportunity to provide you a no-obligation quote, California Casualty 
will give you a $25 Amazon.com Gift Card — when quoted before April 30, 2021.

Gift card offer not availble in AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MD, MS, NC, ND, SC, TN, TX, UT and WV.

OUR PROMISE
PROTECT THOSE WHO  
PROTECT OUR COMMUNITY

®

KNEELING FIRE FIGHTER 
A FIREFIGHTER MUSEUM FUNDRAISER

 Name _____________________________________________________  

 Shipping Address ___________________________________________

 City _______________________ State ________  Zip ____________

 Phone _____________________ Email _________________________ 

 Quantity ________ x $85      Free Shipping     Total: _______________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 c Check c Visa  c Mastercard  c Discover  c AmEx

 Name on card ______________________________________________

 Card # ____________________________________________________ 

 Signature __________________________________________________

 Exp. Date __________________ CCV __________________________

 Make checks payable to “FFAM Museum”

Mail to:  Gail Hagans, Memorial, 5641 N Autumn Dr., Columbia, MO 65202

Email questions to: ffammuseum@gmail.com

Order online at ffam.org or our  

Facebook page @ffmuseumproject

Free shipping



14 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  March - April 2021

Greetings my brothers and sisters. This 
winter has been one that we have not 

seen for a while in Missouri. Some depart-
ments have been busy with ice rescues, 
numerous structure fires caused by space 
heaters, and of  course, the frigid tempera-
tures making our jobs more challenging 
than ever. These challenges are nothing we 
cannot overcome or adapt to as the Missouri 
Fire Service.

This last week was special for me, I attended 
the retirement ceremony and annual dinner 
of  the Alma Fire Protection District. This 
is the department that I started my career 
with. At this ceremony, they were honoring 
Fire Chief  John Greiwe who had served the 
department for 40 years.  

John was my mentor, I will never forget 
when I moved to Alma, he was one of  the 
first to welcome me to town and invited me 
to join the department as he knew I was 
pursuing to get my EMT license. John also 
taught me how to pump a truck, how to 
treat patients with respect, and to kill people 
with kindness and a smile. These things I 
have always cherished in my life and still live 
by today.

I have many memories of  my career with 
John, he invited me to Independence Fire, 
when at the time John was serving as an 
engineer on Pumper 2 and I had a ride-
along with his crew and learned a lot about 
city EMS and fire-tactics vs rural. John was 
always a teacher and for that, I want to 
thank you.

John enjoy your retirement, you certainly 
earned it, enjoy that family time with 
Tammy, Nicole, Heather, and your grand-
kids and travel the world like you always 
wanted to. Thank you John for being my 
mentor and a great friend, I greatly appre-
ciate it.  

The FFAM continues to work for you as 
your voice in the Missouri Fire Service. 
We are attending many conferences across 
the state and also have representation in 
Jefferson City speaking on the issues at hand 
about the fire service.

The FFAM had to cancel the convention 
again this year due to COVID- 19. We 
will be hosting the fire district board class 
on May 1, at Sedalia at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Missouri State Fairgrounds. If  you are inter-
ested in this class please contact Gail at MU 
FRTI to register. The annual meeting of  the 
FFAM will be on May 2, also in Sedalia at 
9:00 a.m. This meeting is very important to 
the membership, as this is the meeting that 
you get to vote for your executive council 
and your directors. 

This meeting is in place of  the convention 
due to it being canceled. Please register as a 
delegate and attend this meeting so you can 
hear the issues at hand and also place your 
vote. To register as a delegate please contact 
Jamie in the office.

The FFAM will have representation at 
the following conferences this year. The 
Missouri Public Safety Conference at the 
Lake of  the Ozarks on May 16-18, the MU 
FRTI Summer Fire School on May 19-23 
in Columbia, the Missouri Fire Protection 
District Conference in June at the Lake 
of  the Ozarks, Revolutionary Fire Tactics 
at the lake on July 16, the Missouri EMS 
Conference, August 3–6 in St Charles, on 
Patriot’s Day, September 11, in Jefferson 
City, and the Jefferson Engine Rally on 
September 25.

As you can see the FFAM is out all over the 
state promoting your organization. If  we 
can be of  any assistance, please feel free to 
call Jamie at the office or you can email me 
at grant_oetting@yahoo.com or call my cell 
phone at 660-229-4525. If  I don’t answer 
my phone please leave me a voice mail. 
Until next time, stay safe my brothers and 
sisters.

Grant Oetting

A Message From The 2nd Vice President

Alma Fire Protection District retirement ceremony for Fire Chief John Greiwe honoring 40 years of service.  



 March - April 2021  |  FFAM.org 15

 50 Years Work History:
  • State College Campus Police Board Commissioner
  • Police Chief
  • Fire Chief
  • Chief Fire Marshal

Paid for by Committeeman Theo Brown Sr. • PO Box 470022 • St. Louis, MO 63147

•  Crème of crop best of best 
decorated top cop

•  Hometown hero for saving lives
• Deserve to serve

North County Fire Board Director

VOTE:
April 6, 2021

There are several bills now that will affect 
property and tax cuts to budgets. Links for 
active bills and language are provided in the 
weekly legislative report that is emailed to 
member departments. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Grant Oetting reported the following 
membership counts: 365 Directors/
Councilman; 222 Retired; 8 Associate; 
8 Sustaining; 13 Corporate, 248 Fire 
Departments; 4382 Active; 1 Educational; 
69 Juniors; 6 EMS Department, 89 EMS 
individuals. A few upcoming conferences 
have been canceled but he is planning to 
attend the MO Public Safety Conference in 
Lake Ozark March 21 – 23.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
Keith Smith reported that the positions 
up for election in 2021 will be directors in 
Districts 4, 5, 9, and 10 as well as President 
and 2nd Vice President. 

District 8 and 12 also have open director 
positions. Nominations are due by March 1.

President Hoover announced that he will not 
be seeking reelection as President. He will 
continue to serve as Past President once his 
term has ended.

NVFC COMMITTEE
Keith Smith reported that NVFC has been 
active with legislation and his latest report can 
be found in the January/February newsletter.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Larry Eggen reminded everyone that schol-
arship applications are due by February 28.

STATE FAIR COMMITTEE
Monty Thompson reported that the 
committee met yesterday. 31 applications 
have been received so far. They are still 
planning on a full fair. Charlie Peel advised 
he has found an enclosed trailer for the 1929 
engine. The 32’ trailer is approx. $15k-$20k. 
Discussion followed. The Board advised 
Charlie to bring back a price for the trailer 
to the next meeting for purchase approval.

A discussion was held on the Spectrum 
cable and internet in the State Fair Fire 
Department. The Committee advised 
Secretary Miller to cancel the cable and the 
FFAM general budget will now cover the 
cost of  the internet instead of  the State Fair 
Committee.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
Jaime Miller reported that she is still working 
on a new website with Travis Johnson.

NEWSLETTER
Jaime Miller reported that the next news-
letter deadline is March 1. 

Gail Hagans advised that with the new 
newsletter, pictures will need to be at a 
higher resolution, or they will not print well. 

HISTORIAN REPORT
President Hoover advised that Theresa Cox 
has been asked to assume the Historian 
duties. Discussion followed. Rick Dozier 
moved to appoint Theresa Cox as the new 
Historian. Terry Plumb seconded the motion 
and all approved. 

FIRE FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Harriett Vaucher reported that the team has 
been working around two services a month. 
Things are starting to slow down. 

Brian Zinanni is still working on the LODD 
trailer. Creve Coeur FPD made a $10k 
matching funds donation to the team for the 
purchase of  the platform and risers. $20k 
was also budgeted through state legislation 
for the purchase of  the platform. 

EMS FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Greg Wright reported that the team has not 
responded to any incidents recently. Their 
annual conference will be October 22 – 23. 
There will be online classes this year as well. 

FOUNDATION REPORT
Keith Smith reported that Greg Wright is 
the new Foundation Treasurer.

There has been an overhaul of  the memorial 
electrical system. 

They are still planning for on-site memorial 
services May 15–16. Attendance may 
be limited with priority given to LODD 
families. 

Their next meeting is Tuesday. They are 
exploring funding options to continue 
to Phase 2 to complete the inside of  the 
museum.

Greg Wright moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Gary Berendzen seconded the motion and 
all approved. 

President Hoover adjourned the meeting at 
11:00 a.m.

Meeting Minutes continued from page 7.
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Spring Safety Tips

Hello from the east side of  the state! I 
hope you all are doing well. I have 

to say Chief  Billy Smith your persimmons 
forecast was very close. Maybe you should 
change your calling and become a weath-
erman! With spring around the corner, here 
are some things to think about when you get 
out and shake off the winter blues. Daylight 
savings time is on March 14, so don’t forget 
to change the batteries in your smoke and 
CO detectors.
 
SPRING SAFETY TIPS
With spring soon to be knocking on the door, 
the air will begin to warm, and the trees will 
bud. It means it’s time for spring cleaning, 
yard work, home repairs, and new exercise 
regimens. All of  which can present a variety 
of  health and safety hazards.

With warmer weather and longer days upon 
us, people are emerging from their winter 
cocoons to focus on long-neglected projects 
like spring cleaning, home repairs, and yard 
work. Many are also lacing up their shoes for 
their first outdoor walk or jog of  the season. 
These activities can be extremely beneficial, 
but they also involve a variety of  health and 
safety hazards that can be avoided with the 
proper precautions. I have provided some 

tips to help ensure everyone in our commu-
nity stays safe this season.
 
CLEANING FOR SAFETY
Nature is undergoing a fresh start. So are 
homeowners, who are ready to clean up 
the debris that has been accumulating in 
basements, storage sheds, and garages over 
the winter.
 
Household and pool chemicals, paints, and 
poisons should be properly marked and 
stored under lock and key, away from chil-
dren’s reach. Dispose of  any that are leaking, 
expired, or that look bad.

When cleaning up hazardous chemicals, 
wear rubber gloves and follow the safety 
directions on the packaging. Never mix 
chemicals in the same container. If  you don’t 
know how to dispose of  them, seek outside 
advice. Never put them into the trash or 
pour them down the drain.

Make sure gasoline and cleaning fluids are 
well marked and stored in a cool, dry place 
away from the house and out of  the reach 
of  children and pets. Use only approved 
containers for gasoline storage. Never use 
gasoline to clean skin, clothes, auto parts, or 
floors.

Clean up work areas. Put dangerous tools, 
adhesives, matches, or other work items 
away from children’s reach. Check your 
barbecue grill for leaks and cracks, and be 
sure to store any propane tanks away from 

your house and garage. Remove all fire 
hazards, including stacks of  rags, newspa-
pers, and magazines. Pay special attention 
to the spaces around your furnace, hot water 
tank, fireplace, space heaters, and dryer, as 
well as under the stairs.
 
YARDWORK SAFETY
Are you itching to get the yard into shape for 
the summer? Here are ways to help ensure 
your spring spruce-up is disaster-free.

Limber up. Yard chores may seem easy, but 
they involve muscles you probably haven’t 
used in a while. Always wear protective 
clothing when you handle pesticides and 
fertilizers.

More than 60,000 people are treated in 
emergency rooms each year for lawn-mower 
injuries. Rake before you mow to prevent 
any stones and loose debris from launching 
into the air. Never operate a mower in your 
bare feet, and avoid wearing loose clothing. 
Never start a mower indoors. When refu-
eling your mower, make sure the engine is 
off and cool. Don’t spill gasoline on a hot 
engine, and don’t smoke while pouring 
gasoline. Never leave your mower opera-
tional while unattended. Don’t use electrical 
mowers on wet grass.

At least 55,000 people each year sustain 
injuries from trimmers, lawn edgers, pruners, 
and power saws. Read the manufacturer’s 
instructions carefully before using the tools. 
Inspect the product for damage and don’t 
use it if  there are problems. Use proper 
eye protection. Make sure blade guards are 
in place on all cutting equipment. Don’t 
let tools get wet unless they are labeled 
“immersible.” Unplug all tools when not 
in use. Make sure the tool is in the “off” 
position before you plug it in.

Store gasoline-powered equipment away 
from anything that uses a pilot light. Make 
sure you use the right saw for the task, and 
always wait for the saw blade to stop before 
pulling away from a cut to avoid kickback. 
When pruning trees, be careful not to let 
metal ladders or trimmers contact overhead 
wires.

Before you do any hands-on weed removal, 
make sure you know how to identify poison 
ivy, sumac, oak, and similar toxic plants. 
Find out ahead of  time how to treat the 
rashes they cause to reduce the irritation.

Robert Brown 
Director

News From District

7

Daylight Saving Time Begins on Sunday, March 14, 2021
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Spring Safety Tips

OUTDOOR SAFETY
Ready for some outdoor exercise and adven-
ture? Here are a few pointers.
 
Winter’s inactive muscles can take only so 
much strain. Do not overdo it. Build up 
slowly so you don’t have strains that can put 
you out of  commission.

It may look appealing, but don’t wander on 
frozen rivers and lakes in the spring. The ice 
is beginning to thaw, and you never know 
just how thin the ice is. Spring’s extra rain 
and thawing snow can cause normally safe 
rivers, streams, and creeks to turn treach-
erous. Even standing on banks can be risky 
as they can be undercut by rushing water 
and give in under your weight.

Springtime is also severe weather time. If  
the skies look threatening, check to see if  a 
storm watch or warning was issued before 
you initiate outdoor activities. If  you’re 
already outside and thunderstorms threaten, 
go immediately into a building or enclosed 
vehicle. For tornadoes, go to the nearest safe 
structure, or the basement or interior first-
floor room of  your home. If  there’s no time 
to follow these precautions, take cover in a 
ditch or depression in the ground.

LADDER SAFETY
Ready to do some home repairs? On 
average, about 145,000 people visit the 
emergency room each year because of  
ladder mishaps. Here are a few safety tips:
 
Read the manufacturer’s instructions that 
come with your ladder. They contain guide-
lines for weight and height limits as well as 
for the proper use of  their product. Inspect 
the ladder before using it to make sure there 
are no loose or broken rungs. Make sure the 
ladder is the right height for the job. Many 
accidents happen when people overextend 
their reach because their ladders are too 
short. Never stand on a ladder’s bucket shelf. 
Be sure the ladder is completely open and 
that all of  its feet are planted on a firm, level 
surface. Extension ladders should not be at 
an angle that is too extreme. Avoid using a 
metal ladder near electrical sources. Face 
the ladder when climbing down, and make 
sure your weight is centered between the two 
sides.

By taking the right precautions when warmer 
weather beckons, you and those around you 
can enjoy a safer, healthier spring.

Daniel Clark of  Katy, Texas, was hired as the West Plains Fire Chief  in December 2020. 
Clark, a 25-year emergency services veteran, has extensive experience working in both 

domestic and international fire departments. Most recently he was the Crew Chief/Acting 
Assistant Fire Chief  for CGH 
Global in Bahrain, where he oversaw 
daily operations, crew schedules, and 
training in support of  United States 
military operations.

Before taking that position in 2018, 
Clark worked as the Fire Chief  for 
the Stratmoor Hills Fire Protection 
District in Colorado, and as the 
Chief  of  Emergency Services for 
Suncor Energy in Commerce City, 
Co. Clark’s emergency services 
career also includes international 
stints in the Green Zone of  Bagdad, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Afghanistan. 
He began his emergency services 
career as an EMS Lieutenant for 
the Lafayette Fire Department in 
Lafayette, Co. Clark is pursuing 
a Bachelor of  Science Degree 
in Business Administration from 
Columbia College in Columbia, Mo.

DANIEL CLARK HIRED AS CHIEF
By West Plains Fire Department



18 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  March - April 2021

Greetings all! Hopefully, you have not 
experienced any lasting ill effects 

from the frigid temperatures we had or the 
ongoing pandemic. At this point, I am sure 
you are all getting excited and making those 
final plans to attend Convention 2021, oh 
wait, no convention again, thanks COVID-
19! With that in mind we will hold the 
annual delegate meeting on Sunday, May 2, 
at the Missouri State Fair Fire Department 
so please plan on attending so you can make 
your voice heard within the organization.

In this edition let’s talk about sin! Ok, now 
that I have your attention we aren’t going to 
discuss sin in detail, but we will talk about 
one of  the seven things commonly referred 
to in some belief  structures as a sin. The 
seven deadly sins, whether you believe in 
them or not, are listed as pride, greed, lust, 
envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. I am sure 
each of  us has experienced some form of  
these items in our lives whether you were an 
active participant or just a bystander.

I want to talk about pride. The Merriam-
Webster definition is: 1. a reasonable and 
justifiable feeling of  being worthwhile: 
self-respect. 2. a feeling of  being better 
than others. 3. a sense of  pleasure that 
comes from some act or possession, Parents 
take pride in their children’s progress. 4. 
someone or something that makes someone 
proud, That car is my pride and joy. Now at 
face value that definition would make you 
question why it would fall into the category 
of  sin. When you look at that definition I 
would venture a guess we have each exhib-
ited at least one element included.

I believe the crux of  the issue is not a 
matter of  having or displaying pride, but 
it involves the level and way elements of  
pride are maintained or used. I think it is 
vitally important for each member of  the fire 
service to exhibit pride. 

Let’s face it, if  we don’t have even a little 
pride in what we are doing or what the fire 
service stands for then are we likely doing 
no more than going through the motions of  
being a member? 

Each of  us should have pride in our 
organization and the part we play in the 
organization and our community. Without 
having a little pride why would you want 
to stick around and do this job? Most of  
us over the years have ceased being a part 
of  one group or another and if  you take a 
minute and think back I won’t be surprised 
if  you lost some of  your pride in the group, 
perhaps due to actions or inactions, and just 
knew it would be better if  you stepped away.

So are you proud, do you have any pride? I 
hope you answered yes, but I also hope you 
know how to moderate the way you use your 
level of  pride. Pride can be very damaging 
to an organization or individual relationships 
if  left to run unchecked. Think about those 
people that you have been around that might 
fit in with #2 in the definition above. Man 
weren’t they a real joy to work with, always 
better than anyone else no matter what. 

I would bet the only way the world still 
turned was because they allowed it to do 
so. These types of  people can be very toxic 
to our profession and have caused harm 
many times over the years. Think about the 
person that meets this part and look at how 
you felt when working with them or even if  
you just had a class with them. How many 
times did you roll your eyes and as soon as 
you were out of  earshot what did you say? 
Are you one of  these people? If  so perhaps 
you should put a little work into taming your 
pride and do what may be best for the orga-
nization, your relationships, and the industry 
as a whole.

Instead of  spending our time making 
ourselves feel all warm and fuzzy and overly 
prideful perhaps we should spend some time 
nurturing our fellow fire service members 
and organizations. I believe if  you can create 
a better experience that allows everyone to 
reach their maximum potential your pride 
may just be lessened and your pride in 
being a part of  something much bigger than 
yourself  will be enhanced and the organiza-
tion and the industry will benefit. 

Notice I didn’t say we need to hand out 
participation trophies and I am not an 
advocate for the belief  that everyone can 

perform every individual job known to 
civilization. What I said was we can all work 
towards helping others reach their maximum 
potential, everyone has a different maximum 
potential. Just imagine when we put our 
pride aside just a little and work towards a 
better industry.

How many of  you have experienced the 
anvil dropped on your desire to try some-
thing new at your agency or make changes 
to the way something has been done forever? 
Think about where that anvil came from, 
was it due to a budget issue, or did it maybe 
come from someone’s pride? It may be a 
hard concept for some, but pride can keep 
people from looking at change. Remember 
we talked about change before and the 
fact that it is going to happen, good or 
bad. Change can be hard simply because 
someone cannot admit that what they have 
held pride about and have done for so many 

years may have been improved upon or 
proven to be a less desirable way of  doing 
business. Don’t be the anvil crushing your 
agency. Have great pride, but put it aside 
a little when necessary to examine and 
possibly embrace new ways or practices, or 
heaven forbid return back to an “old” way 
of  doing something.

I hope and trust that you would not 
currently be involved in the fire service if  
you didn’t have a little bit of  pride in what 
you are doing. I would also imagine you take 
pride in the organization you belong to and 
perhaps even the position you hold in that 
organization. In most communities, the fire 
service is looked on with great admiration 
and respect. 

Most communities take pride in having a fire 
service agency and seeing the good work that 
they perform. What have you done to make 
sure this level of  pride is being maintained 
by your community about your organiza-
tion? Did you just get arrested for stealing 
from the department or your neighbors, did 
you just get picked up for a DUI, did you 
just have a big fight at the local tavern or 
even better, in your front yard? 

Larry Jennings

A Message From The 1st Vice President

“...we can all work towards helping  
others reach their maximum potential...”



 March - April 2021  |  FFAM.org 19

If  you did, you might want to consider the 
pride your community had for your organi-
zation just took a pretty big hit. 

I have said before if  a firefighter is involved 
in anything less than positive, even when 
not work-related, the headlines will read 
“Firefighter charged with...” This does not 
score any of  us any pride points with the 
public so, don’t do it!

So to wrap this up, remember pride is a good 
thing when used in moderation and for the 
benefit of  yourself  and others. Remember 
also pride can be a bad thing when you don’t 
keep it in check and can work through your 
organization or your relationships like cancer. 
Do a good job, do the right thing, and please 
make sure you do what you can to maintain 
pride in your relationships, organization, and 
the fire service industry!

As always, if  I can be of  assistance to you or 
your organization please contact me. Be safe!

ANNUAL FFAM
BUSINESS MEETING

May 2, 2021
Sedalia, Missouri

State Fair Fire Department

Proposed bylaws revisions 
are available for review on 
April 1, 2021, online at: 
ffam.org/committees/by-laws/  

Delegate registration form 
is available online at: 
ffam.org/committees/convention/

NOTICE TO FFAM MEMBERS

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
The cost of this course is generously provided by FFAM

Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training
Date: May 1, 2021 
Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Location:  State Fair Fire Department 

Missouri State Fairgrounds 
Sedalia, MO 65301

This workshop will provide the necessary training and education required for 
newly appointed fire district board members under Missouri state law. The 
Missouri Association of Fire Protection Districts has developed the curriculum 
used in this class to assist new board members in understanding the legal 
liabilities and personal obligations of their position. Topics include the authority 
of the board, responsibilities, rules, laws of elected boards, elections, and how to 
preside at a meeting.

Missouri Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) • 8 Hours Legal

Register: MU FRTI at 800-869-3476 or frti@missouri.edu
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BRIAN “SPARKY” RUDY
August 16, 1964 • December 14, 2020

Brian David Rudy “Sparky,” 
age 56, of  Hillsboro, 

Missouri, passed away on 
December 14, 2020, at his 
home. He was born August 16, 
1964, in St. Louis. Brian and 
the love of  his life Kim were 
married on January 01, 2014, in 
Hillsboro. He was an alumnus 
of  Hillsboro R-3 School District 
and Jefferson College Fire 
Science and Emergency Medical 
Technician programs. Brian 
started his firefighter career with 
The Hillsboro Fire Protection 
District as a volunteer, then 
later as a Paid Captain and Fire 
Marshal for the district. He was also employed by Valle Ambulance 
and by Abbott Ambulance. In 1989 he left Hillsboro Fire to join the 
St. Louis City Fire Department and worked out of  Engine House No. 
2 and 11. Brian retired from the fire service in 2011. After retirement 
in keeping with his dedication to public service, Brian was elected to 
the board of  the Goldman Fire Protection District and served until 
his death. He was a member of  the International Association of  Fire 
Fighters Local 73. Brian had a deep love for his family. He was a 
great storyteller, if  he was not relating a story about the fire service, 
then he was relating a story about a classic rock band. Brian’s favorite 
was Pink Floyd. His favorite tribute band was El Monstero. Brian was 
a loving, kind, and generous man. He will be missed.
 
SURVIVED BY:
Wife-Kimberly Rudy (nee Easter), of  Hillsboro, Missouri
Parents-Chet and Pat Pounds (nee Roberts) of  Farmington, Missouri
Son-Brandon Rudy, of  St. Louis, Missouri
Son-Keith (Kristy) Bourbon, of  Hillsboro, Missouri
Daughter-Tiffany (John) King, of  St. Louis, Missouri
Son-Dustin Sauter, of  Maryland Heights, Missouri
Daughter-Jordan Rudy, of  Hillsboro, Missouri
Brother-Donnie (Pam) Pounds, of  Ware, Missouri
Grandmother-Lavern Huning, of  St. Louis, Missouri
His Grandchildren:
Aaron, Barry, Connor, Stephanie, and Honnah.
 
PRECEDED IN DEATH BY:
Sister-Diane Pounds
Sister-Debra Pounds
Grandfather-Carl Huning
Grandfather-Lewis Roberts
Grandmother-Pauline Roberts
 
MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO:
St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
1333 South Mayflower Avenue
Suite 400 
Monrovia CA 91016

Phoenix Spangler Foundation
PO Box 136
Cedar Hill MO 63016

Saturday, September 11, 2021, at 8:30 a.m., the 6th Annual 
Tunnel to Towers 5K Run/Walk will be held in Jefferson City, 

Missouri. A patriotic opening ceremony will be held at 8:30 a.m., 
with the 5K beginning at approximately 8:45 a.m., at the south steps 
of  the Missouri State Capitol. First responders, veterans, current 
service members, and citizens of  Missouri will run and walk a 5K 
route in downtown Jefferson City, with the start and finish lines at 
the Missouri State Capitol. A Fastest Firehouse Traveling Trophy is 
awarded to the fastest team of  three or more firefighters running in 
turnout gear, including air tanks. This is your opportunity to chal-
lenge our past winners, Jefferson City Fire Department and South 
Callaway Fire Protection District.

The Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation was started by 
the Siller family to honor the memory of  their youngest brother. 
Stephen, an NYC Firefighter who was off duty, ran through the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel on 9/11/01, in response to the attacks 
in NYC, and died that day with 342 of  his fellow firefighters, and 
law enforcement, and emergency personnel. The Tunnel to Towers 
5K Run Series now has events around the U.S. and overseas, to 
commemorate the sacrifice of  so many that day and in the years to 
follow.

Registration is not yet open, but when launched will be available 
at t2trun.org. Check back in late March or early April. Registered 
participants will receive a Tunnel to Towers T-Shirt. All ages are 
welcome to participate and strollers are allowed, this is a family 
activity for you and your friends. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram @t2tjeffcity, or email jeffersoncity@tunnel2towers.org for 
more information. Help us live the Tunnel to Towers motto: “While 
we can, let us do good.”

9/11 MEMORIAL 5K
By Tunnel to Towers Foundation
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PATRIOT DAY 2021

The Missouri Patriot Day Committee will commemorate the 20th anniversary of 9-11-01 with a two-day 
event on September 10-11, 2021, in Jefferson City, Missouri. The following is a partial calendar of events.

September 11, 2021, will mark the 20th anniversary  
of the attacks on New York City, the Pentagon, and Pennsylvania.

Friday, September 10, 2021

OPENING CEREMONIES
7:00 P.M. on SOUTH CAPITOL LAWN
 •  Static Displays
 •  Presentation of Colors
 •  Invocation
 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: FDNY Retired Lieutenant Joe Torrillo
 •  Lighting of the Towers
 •  Amazing Grace by Pipe and Drum Corps
 •  Bell Ceremony 
 •  Taps
WE WILL NEVER FORGET
 •  Reading of the 2,977 names of those who gave their lives 

on 9-11
 •  Closing prayer
 •  Ringing of the bell
 •  Retiring the Colors
WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Saturday, September 11, 2021

STEPHEN SILLER TUNNEL TO TOWERS 5K RUN/WALK
8:30 A.M. • START/FINISH at SOUTH STEPS of the CAPITOL

Run or walk the streets of downtown Jefferson City with 
Missouri Heroes, First Responders, Veterans, and active 
Military Service Men and Women; many run/walk in their gear. 
The registration link will be available in March 2021, and open 
to the public. 

Follow Jefferson City Tunnel to Towers on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter @t2tjeffcity or email jeffersoncity@
tunnel2towers.org. facebook.com/t2tjeffcity

PARADE REGISTRATION 
missouripatriotsdayparade.splashthat.com • $15 Donation

PARADE CONTEST
The organization that raises the most money for Missouri 
Patriot Day receives a handmade wood American flag Trophy. 
The money raised will help pay for expenses. After expenses 
are paid, the remaining money will be donated to American 
Legion Riders Legacy Ride and Safety Net of Missouri. The 
trophy pictured will be presented to the organization that 
raises the most money for the Patriot Day event.

LET US DO GOOD

PATRIOT DAY PARADE 
12:00 P.M. • CORNER of BROADWAY and HIGH STREET. 

MILITARY FLYOVER at the BEGINNING OF PARADE.

Behind the Honor Guard, we would like to invite a represen-
tative from each District or Department to walk with their 
respective District or Department flag(s). The parade will be a 
solemn event featuring first responders, military and veteran 
units. We ask that each participant respect the event and 
do not use their air horns, sirens, or throw candy during the 
parade. We also encourage bands to participate in playing 
patriotic music. Floats are also welcome showing the patriotic 
theme. 

MO DIVISION of FIRE SAFETY 9/11 MEMORIAL STAIR CLIMB
12:00 P.M. • JEFFERSON BUILDING

The Missouri Division of Fire Safety will conduct their 9/11 
Memorial Stair Climb at the Jefferson Building during the 
parade. The stair climb participants will be part of the parade 
that will jump off at the Jefferson Building to start the stair 
climb. Please see more information within the newsletter.

RECEPTION DINNER
ST. PETER SELINGER HOSPITALITY CENTER • 212 BROADWAY

Day concludes with a dinner prepared by the American Legion.

We would like to encourage all first responders and 
veterans to participate in this two-day event.

PATRIOT DAY GOLF TOURNAMENT
JUNE 12, 2021 • RAILWOOD GOLF CLUB
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

 $100 per player 
 $100 Hole Sponsorships

Get your team together. 
Email stevelock116@gmail.com or 
missouripatriotday@gmail.com 
for team registration.

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/mopatriots
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENT OR SPONSORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT:

Dave Griffith at davegriffithmo.com Hal Dulle at hdulle@hotmail.com 

Steve Cearlock at stevelock116@gmail.com Bob Priddy at bpriddy@missourinet.com Contact: missouripatriotday@gmail.com

Missouri Patriot Day Committee 2021 • 1203 Somerset Lane • Wardsville, MO. 65101
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If  you have not heard the convention for 
2021 will not be held due to the COVID 

situation but we have great news, the poster 
contest will still be held! So all districts and 
departments have all your artists get out 
their markers and make a masterpiece. 
Instead of  the posters being turned in by the 
start of  the opening ceremony, this year the 
posters can be emailed to Secretary Miller. 
Please go to the FFAM website at ffam.org/
committees/fire-prevention/ for more infor-
mation and poster rules. Last year’s winners 
and this year’s winners will be invited to the 
Missouri State Fair to help celebrate the 
200th birthday of  the Show-Me State. The 
winners and immediate family will be guests 
of  the Missouri State Fair Fire Department. 
They will receive their prize money and 
wristband for the mile-long midway 
carnival. I hope we have many masterpieces 
to pick from! 

ENTER THE 2021 POSTER CONTEST
By Robert Brown, Chairperson

Fire Prevention Committee

ENTER THE FFAM FIRE PREVENTION POSTER CONTEST
1.  The Poster Contest will be conducted by 

an FFAM member department in their 
local schools, civic groups, churches, 
organizations or individually if all 
requirements are met. 

2.  There will be four divisions: 

 (1) Grades 1-2; 

 (2) Grades 3-4; 

 (3) Grades 5-6 

 (4) Special Needs Grades 1-6. 

3.  Sponsoring departments may submit three 
posters in each grade division.

4.  All posters must meet the following 
requirements:

 •  All posters must be the work of only one 
child. 

 •  Posters must be on 11x17 white heavy 
paper or poster board. 

__________________________________
Artist Name:

__________________________________
Mailing Address:

__________________________________
City:

__________________________________
State: Zip:

__________________________________
Grade:

_________________________________
School:

_________________________________
County: 

_________________________________
Sponsoring Agency:

_________________________________
Parent/Guardian:

_________________________________
Phone:

ATTACH ENTRY FORM TO BACK OF POSTER

 • All work must be original. 

 •  The child’s name, mailing address, grade, 
school, county, sponsoring department 
and parent’s phone number must be on 
the back of the poster. 

 •  Posters must incorporate and state the 
theme as determined by the NFPA Fire 
Prevention Week. 

5.  The winning poster in each division will 
become the property of the FFAM. 

6.  The following prizes will be awarded to the 
winners of each division: 

 •  1st place in each division will receive 
$75.00 

 •  2nd place in each division will receive 
$50.00 

 •  3rd place in each division will receive 
$25.00 

  Winners and their immediate family will 
also be invited to spend a day at the 
Missouri State Fair. This will include free 
admission to the fair, a tour of the Missouri 
State Fair Fire Department and one 
carnival ticket for the winner.

7.  The winning posters in each division will 
be on display at the Missouri State Fair 
Fire Department during the Missouri State 
Fair and published in the FFAM newsletter. 

8.  Prizes in each division will be awarded 
following the annual FFAM Convention 
by the local Fire Chief and/or the FFAM 
District Representative or during the 
Missouri State Fair. 

9.  Judging of the posters will be based upon: 

 •  Presentation of the fire prevention 
theme (75%) 

 •  Artistic attributes (25%) 

10.  All posters must be submitted to the 
Fire Prevention Committee no later 
than 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the 
opening ceremonies of the annual FFAM 
Convention. 

11.  The judges of the poster contest will 
be determined by the Fire Prevention 
Committee. 

12.  The first-place winners from each division 
will be announced during the annual 
convention banquet.

Download the complete rules for the contest: 
ffam.org/committees/fire-prevention/
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COSBY-HELENA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT • NEW ENGINE

The Cosby-Helena Fire Protection 
District has placed into service a 2008 

Pierce Saber with a 1500 GPM pump and 
a 1000-gallon tank. Engine 62 also has an 
onboard foam system and a hydraulic-pow-
ered generator. They purchased the engine 
from the City of  Rochester Hills, Michigan 
Fire Department, where it previously served 
as their Engine 1. Firefighters have trained on 
driving and operation of  the apparatus, and it 
represents a 13-year upgrade from the current 
engine at the department. Cosby-Helena has 
also implemented paperless reporting via 
iPads that were donated to the department. 
For more information and pictures, you can 
find them on Facebook @cosbyhelenafire.

COLE COUNTY FPD • NEW TANKER

The Cole County Fire Protection District has received a new 3,000-gallon tanker manu-
facturer by Danko Emergency Equipment. It is a sister truck to the one purchased last 

year. It is the second large purchase since the voters in 
Cole, Osage, and Miller counties approved a tax increase 
for the District. It is the first tax increase since the District 
was formed in April 1993. As promised, the tanker will 
replace a 1980’s piece of  equipment. As funds become 
available, the district will continue to replace trucks that 
are over ten years old.

The tanker will be stationed at Station 1 on County Park 
Road. The tanker will enhance the ability to deliver much-
needed water to rural areas with no fire hydrants. The 
tanker can dump the full 3,000 gallons in two minutes into 
a 3,000-gallon portable tank, which came with the tanker. 
The tanker will complement the District’s fleet of  tankers 
to provide much-needed water to the fire scene. 

The photo of  the driver’s door shows the name of  
Assistant Chief  Robbie Hammann who always drove 
engine 1110. Robbie passed away on December 20, 2020. 

Around 
  the State
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Greg Wright 
Director

District

2
Hello from District 2. We hope that 

everyone had a good holiday season 
and is staying warm. A lot of  ice-related 
accidents and a few house fires have kept a 
lot of  our fire departments in District 2 busy. 

Wish to send out a couple of  shout-outs. 
First off Atlanta Fire Department has a new 
fire chief. Missy Dobbs has been promoted 
to fire chief. Missy has been a firefighter 
and EMT for many years. We wish her the 
absolute best in her new position. Second, to 
Missouri State Fire Marshal Tim Bean for 
receiving the 2020 Missouri EMS Funeral 
Team “Spirit Award” for his dedication and 
support to the fire and EMS services here in 
Missouri. Well deserved.

Got to attend a couple of  fire department 
breakfast/fundraisers since the first of  the 
year. Great food, great fellowship. When 
you have something like this make sure you 
let me know. Would love to come if  my 
schedule will allow it.

How do you like the new FFAM magazine? 
Many of  us wish to thank all individuals that 
made that possible.

As you may have heard by now, the FFAM 
convention has been canceled for 2021. We 
will still be holding the annual meeting on 
May 2. It will be held at the Missouri State 
Fire Department in Sedalia at 9:00 a.m.

2021 Supporting Heroes Gala has been 
pushed back to Saturday evening, July 10 
at the Owensboro Convention Center in 
Owensboro, Kentucky. Tickets are available 
now on www.supportingheroes.org. This very 
special event will be honoring fire, EMS, and 
law enforcement officers that have given the 
ultimate sacrifice. There will be individuals 
from Missouri that will be honored again 
this year. This formal event, if  you never 
have been to one of  these, is an evening that 
you will never forget. In the last few years 
over 600 individuals have attended this event 
each year. So, get your tickets early. If  you 
wish to make a weekend of  it, there are two 
hotels, one on each side, of  the convention 
center. And one three miles away.

The memorial foundation is still working 
on a memorial weekend. To make it safe for 
everyone is a huge undertaking. Please keep 
a watch on the website as we move forward 
on what we need to do to honor our fallen 
and make it safe for all that wish to attend. 

Also, a lot of  planning is in the works on the 
museum as the weather will soon clear up 
and we will be ready to move forward with 
everything we need to do to the outside. We 
hope we can get some concrete and some 
landscaping done and start working on the 
inside. We need your support financially to 
make this a reality. The memorial foun-
dation is a 501C3 organization and your 
donation is tax-deductible. We still have the 
Foot in the Door program for just $100. Any 
donation will help make the museum and 
education center a reality. Mark your check 
for the museum and mail it to “Missouri 
Firefighter Memorial Foundation, P.O.Box 
105, Shelbina Mo 63468 or give it to any 
FFAM or memorial foundation board 
member. From District 2, be safe.

2020 lead all of  us to some drastic 
changes and the Missouri State Fair 

Fire Department saw some changes as well! 
The dispatch office got a makeover and we 
received donated desktop computers and 
monitors, desks and desk chairs, shelving, a 
new phone system, and a Computer Aided 
Dispatch system to better track our calls 
and personnel while on assignment. We 
also upgraded and fixed the speaker system 
throughout the station as well as adding 
keyless entry locks to the outside of  the 

STATE FAIR FIRE DEPARTMENT UPDATE
By Emily Sweet, District 14

Larry Jones 
Director

District

3
What can you say, different or difficult? 

Both words would describe 2020. 
2021 is looking about the same.

Difficult, there will be “NO” 2021 conven-
tion this year. We will all miss the gathering 
of  firefighters that enjoy being together. 
Kearney could not get through all the virus 
rules so they had to cancel. Washington 
plans on having it in 2022 and we hope 
there will be NO hang up for it.

Different, our convention business meeting 
will be on Sunday, May 2, at 9:00 a.m., at 
the Sedalia State Fair Fire Department. 
Both an FFAM and Auxiliary business 
meeting will be held.

The other events for a normal FFAM year 
will be both different and difficult for this 
year. Check the website, newsletter, or a 
director of  FFAM if  you need information 
about an event. If  they don’t know the 

answer, they’ll find someone 
who does. Time will only 

tell what can or can’t 
be done this year.  

Keep you and 
your family 

safe.

firehouse. I would like to thank Evan Clark, 
Chris Thompson, Kyler Oliver, and many 
others who spent many hours working on 
these projects. I would also like to thank 
the Missouri State Fair Fire Department 
Commissioners and Command staff 
for their unwavering support. The 
Missouri State Fair Fire Department is 
an experience unlike any other and I 
encourage anyone interested in joining 
to put in an application. The Missouri 
State Fair Dates are August 12-22, 2021.
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ARTICLE V – OFFICERS/DISTRICT DIRECTORS AND DUTIES

ELECTION AT MAY MEETING
By Keith Smith

Notice of Officer and Director Election 2021

Per FFAM Bylaws 5/6/18 > Article V - Officers and District Directors, all Officers will be elected on a 
4-year term and Directors will be elected on a 3-year term.

Officers and Directors shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee and elected by a majority vote 
of the duly authorized delegates at an annual convention. Nominations for office must be submitted 
before the convention by March 1st. Each nominee will be reviewed by the Nominating Committee to 
insure valid membership of the candidate before submission for election at the annual convention. Upon 
review, if a candidate is found to be ineligible or not in good standing with the FFAM, that nomination 
will be void for that year’s election. All open positions and duly approved candidates shall be posted on 
the FFAM website no later than March 15th. In the event no candidate is nominated or in the event that 
a vacancy occurs in mid-term, it shall fall upon the President to present a name for office to be reviewed 
and approved by the Board of Directors.

OFFICIAL NOTICE TO ALL FFAM MEMBERSHIP: 
These are the only slate of  names having been received by the March 1, 
2021 deadline either to the Chairman of  the Nomination Committee 

Keith Smith or FFAM Secretary Jaime Miller.  Because the 2021 
Convention was canceled due to ongoing challenges with COVID, 

the Executive and District positions will be voted on at the May 
Business Meeting to be held in Sedalia, MO.  If  anyone has 

any questions, please contact Keith or Jaime.

Standing for Officer Election in 2021 is the position 
of President and 2nd Vice President. These are 
4-year terms which will run to the Convention 
of 2025. The position of President is currently 
held by Kenneth Hoover (Mexico MO) and has 
made a decision not to run again leaving this 
position open. 1st Vice President Larry Jennings 
(Warrensburg, MO) has placed his name into 
nomination for President of FFAM for the 4-year 
term of 2021-2025.

2nd Vice President Grant Oetting (Higginsville, 
MO) has filed for re-election of this position as 
2nd Vice President of FFAM for the 4-year term 
of 2021-2025.

Standing for District Director Election in 2021 are 
the Districts of 4, 5, 9 and 10. These are 3-year terms 
which run from 2021 to the Convention of 2024.

District 4 currently held by Joe Vaughn (Archie, 
MO) has filed for re-election.

District 5 currently held by Terry Plumb (Reed 
Springs, MO) has filed for re-election.

District 10 currently held by Greg Brown (Eureka, 
MO) has filed for re-election.

District 9 currently held by Roy Sims (West Plains, 
MO) has made a decision not to run again. Assistant 
Director Kurt Wilbanks (West Plains, MO) has 
placed his name into nomination for District 9.

Keith Smith
keith.smith@warrenton-fire.org
20309 Cedar Court
Warrenton, MO 63383
314-709-0760

Jaime Miller
ffam.jmiller@gmail.com
PO Box 1153
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660-429-1327
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MISSOURI STATE FAIR FIRE DEPARTMENT APPLICATION
AUGUST 12-22, 2021

APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JUNE 1, 2021.  
All applicants must be members of FFAM before application deadline.  

Applications must be completed in full and readable or will not be accepted.

I, ____________________________________________, a member of the _______________________________________________  

department do herby apply for the opportunity to participate in the operation of the Missouri State Fair Fire Department.  

My home Chief is _______________________________________ His/Her phone # is ______________________________________. 

WEDNESDAY 
AUGUST 11 

____________

THURSDAY 
AUGUST 12 

____________

FRIDAY 
AUGUST 13 

____________

SATURDAY 
AUGUST 14 

____________

SUNDAY 
AUGUST 15 

____________

MONDAY 
AUGUST 16 

____________

TUESDAY 
AUGUST 17 

____________

WEDNESDAY 
AUGUST 18 

____________

THURSDAY 
AUGUST 19 

____________

FRIDAY 
AUGUST 20 

____________

SATURDAY 
AUGUST 21 

____________

SUNDAY 
AUGUST 22 

____________

Positions available are as follows:

ADULTS: Engine Co., EMS, First Aid, Dispatch, Inspection, Kitchen, Fire Safety Education.      JUNIORS: Dispatch ONLY.

		You will be expected to accept assignments willingly. Other duties may be assigned.

		If the dates you request are full, you will be contacted for alternate dates to attend.

		If your availability changes after the application is submitted, contact Monty Thompson ASAP.

		The State Fair Committee reserves the right to refuse any application.

			The minimum age for Junior Fire Fighters is 16 years of age. No more than 2 juniors from the same department may work at the same time.

		Parents signature for Junior Fire Fighters under 18 years of age:___________________________________________________

NAME: __________________________________   ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________

PHONE: ________________________ CITY: ________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP:  ___________________ 

EMAIL_______________________________________  EMERGENCY CONTACT ___________________________PHONE ________________

Please list any food allergies (for meal planning): _____________________________________________________________________________

Each member will be issued one duty shirt and one duty hat at no charge and may order extra shirts at $10 each ($2 extra for 2x and larger).

SHIRT SIZE (Check One):  c S    c M    c L    c XL    c 2XL    c 3XL    c 4XL   EXTRA SHIRTS _____ X $10 EACH ($2 extra for 2XL and larger)

DUTY HAT SIZE (Check One):   c S/M    c L/XL   

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - READ BEFORE YOU SEND
		A copy of your current drivers license or non driver photo ID is required.

		If applying for EMS, a copy of your EMS license is required.

		Application and other required documents MUST be sent directly to Monty Thompson.

		If your availability changes after the application is submitted, contact Monty Thompson ASAP at 816-365-7187.

Mail the completed application 
and other required documents to:

MONTY THOMPSON 
1908 Honeysuckle 
Kearny, MO 64060

Please indicate dates you are available and what position/duty you wish to be assigned.
Shifts begin at 8:00 a.m. daily except for Wednesday, August 11, which begins at 6:00 p.m.
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Normally this memorial report would be 
loaded with preparation information 

regarding the May 2021 Candlelight and 
Sunday morning services.  In early February 
two people having a direct and long-standing 
relationship with our LODD families and 
those departments were task with a very 
difficult request.  They were asked to review 
in detail the potential COVID impact on 
both personal health and level of  comfort 
within these families. Plus those depart-
ments in the holding of  honors for those 
who served and passed for the presentation 
of  honors the third weekend in May 2021.  
They were to also consider having to limit 
access to a set number of  people on-site and 
those dynamics as an impact to families and 
departments. 

Without writing another 500 words covering 
the findings of  that review and what the 
summary recommends, the Memorial 

Foundation Board of  Directors has made 
their most difficult decision in 2021 to date.

The May 2021 services have been moved 
to Saturday evening October 9 and Sunday 
morning October 10.

More details to follow, but please know 
that we are committed to these two dates 
in October, and feel very strongly they can 
and will be honored.  We will continue with 
the normal planning which goes into both 
services, gathering of  the required infor-
mation to be presented, and the logistical 
organization to move things forward.

We are continuing the plan for a “live 
stream” of  the Sunday morning service 
which will be a new addition to our 
processes, the program, and viewing options.  
If  you have had the chance to either drive 
by or visit the memorial at night, you will 

now see a very different look of  all things 
under light except for the parking lot.  The 
grounds, walls, statue, and flags have a new 
look thanks to a renovated lighting system 
which by the way is less expensive on the 
monthly electric bill. 

The new LODD support trailer with a 
custom-designed scaffolding system for 
casket assistance will be completed and 
in service by the time you are reading this 
article.  Brian has put in numerous hours 
and many miles on bringing this next great 
asset into operation in the giving of  honors 
to our fallen.

In closing, please save the new dates in 
October and continue to work with us 
through what we hope is the very last time 
we will ever have to cancel and reschedule 
the May service dates.  Thank you for the 
continued support of  your state memorial.

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Memorial Services Moved to October

For only $35 each you can designate a flag to be flown in memory, honor, or appreciation of an individual you choose. 
Flags will be raised in early May and be flown at the Firefighters Memorial in Kingdom City, Missouri. All proceeds will 
benefit the Firefighter Museum Project. Proceeds benefit Fire Fighters’ Museum Fund and are tax deductible. 

FIRE FIGHTER’S FIELD OF FLAGS
      A FIRE FIGHTER       MUSEUM FUNDRAISER

 Name  _____________________________________________________

 Address ____________________________________________________

 City _______________________  State ________  Zip __________

 Phone _______________  Email ________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 c Check c Visa  c Mastercard  c Discover  c Am. Exp.

 Name on card ________________________________________________

 Card #  _________________________________  Exp. Date _________

 Signature ________________________________  CCV _____________

 Make checks payable to “FFAM Museum” 

Number Of Flags _____ X $35.00 Total Amount Enclosed ____________

Name On Flag #1 ______________________________________________

Name On Flag #2 ______________________________________________

Name On Flag #3 ______________________________________________

c In Honor Of              c In Memory Of                 c In Appreciation

c Firefighter c Veteran c Active Duty c Army  

c Navy c Air Force c Marines c Coast Guard 

c Other___________________________________________________

Mail to:  Gail Hagans, Memorial, 5641 N Autumn Dr., Columbia, MO 65202

Email questions to: ffammuseum@gmail.com

If you would like to have your flag mailed to you, please add $5 per flag for postage. Deadline for ordering flags is April 24, 2021!



Hopefully, this finds you all well and 
ready for warmer temperatures. As we 

begin to move into spring, we continue to see 
COVID vaccinations increase and COVID 
positive cases, hospitalizations, and deaths 
decrease. All of  these point to a light at the 
end of  the tunnel.

Considering all of  the hurdles, we had 
a successful Winter Fire School. As is 
currently the norm, Winter Fire School 
looked different than in years past, as we 

held a nearly all-virtual event. We were 
able to hold Fire Officer I and II and Fire 
Service Instructor I and II on campus. 
All other courses were offered through an 
online format. In all, we offered 36 courses 
with over 750 students and over 1,350 
enrollments.

Our Fire Service Leadership Enhancement 
Program (FSLEP) kicked off in January and 
will culminate with graduation in March. 
Due to restrictions, we had to limit the 
number of  students but we have added a 
second FSLEP course scheduled to begin on 
April 13, 2021. Registration is available on 
our website.

We have started to plan Summer Fire School 
and are looking forward to great practical 

training. We are hoping with the easing of  
some restrictions, Summer Fire School will 
look almost normal. One big change you will 
see is that our expo normally held during 
Winter Fire School will now be held during 
Summer Fire School. There will be much 
more info coming soon about course info, 
registration, and expo participants.

I wanted to remind everyone that our 
updated Fire Officer Certificate Program is 
open for registrations. If  you are interested 
in promotion within your department, this 
course can help you reach that goal.

I want to wish everyone a Happy Easter and 
a great start to Spring/Summer.

Director’s Comments

John Worden

MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute

 MU FIRE AND RESCUE TRAINING INSTITUTE For Details and Complete Schedule Visit MUFRTI.org

DATE     COURSE                                                                                                                     LOCATION                               CONTACT                     PHONE

03/18 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking (Third in Series) Nixa Adam Neff 417-725-4025

03/20 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Lewistown William Fountain 573-470-6685

03/20 Firefighter Friendly Thermal Imaging Nevada Chris Robinson 417-448-5105

03/20 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Eminence Todd Hamilton 573-858-3558

03/20 Basic Grain Engulfment Rescue Kennett Paul Spain 573-717-6442

03/22 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking (Third in Series) Ferguson Jeremy Corcoran 314-304-8431

03/26 Lost Person Search and Rescue Oak Grove JJ Follis 816-690-6990

03/27 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Portageville George DeLisle 573-379-0043

04/01 Hazardous Materials/WMD Incident Response: Technician – Skills Refresher Columbia Jerry Jenkins 573-874-7391

04/01 Structural Fire Fighting Techniques North Kansas City Greg Hook 816-412-8008

04/03 School Bus Rescue Marquand Jim Starkey 573-783-9868

04/03 Vehicle Fire Fighting Piedmont Andrew Dickerson 573-712-7929

04/09 Emergency Response to Ammonia Incidents Nevada Chris Robinson 417-448-5105

04/09 School Bus Rescue Marquand Jim Starkey 573-783-9868

04/09 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Gainesville Robert Peat 417-712-1761

04/10 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Jefferson City Eric Hartman 573-821-0937

04/10 Vehicle Fire Fighting Washington Nicholas Risch 314-581-4566

04/13 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Ferguson Jeremy Corcoran 314-522-1122

04/13 Fire Service Leadership Enhancement Program Columbia MU FRTI 800-869-3476

04/16 Basic Pump Operations Gerald Jordan Lottmann 314-800-8185

04/17 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Chillicothe MU FRTI 800-869-3476

04/17 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Butler Jim Henry 660-679-6323

04/17 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Lewistown William Fountain 573-470-6685

04/20 Hazardous Materials/WMD Incident Response: Technician – Skills Refresher St. Louis David Neighbors 314-289-1934

04/22 Leadership in Supervision: Frameworks to Success (Second in Series) St. Louis David neighbors 314-289-1934

04/23 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Carrollton Lonnie Sensenich 660-329-1000

04/24 Vehicle Fire Fighting Fayette Anthony Shifflett 660-888-5457

04/24 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Maysville Dani Praiswater cdcfpd@hotmail.com

04/26 Alternative Fuel Vehicle Incident Response Nevada Chris Robinson 417-448-5105

05/01 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Sedalia FRTI 800-869-3476

05/07 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Rocky Comfort Eric Norris 417-489-0467

05/15 Emergency Vehicle Driver Training Piedmont Earl Mumper 573-712-4685
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CHIEFS AND OFFICERS
 ·  Create a “game plan” and perform pre-incident 

planning of commercial, residential, and high-risk 
structures.

 ·  Practice and use the incident command system.
 ·  Get help when you’re shorthanded. Use mutual aid 

resources and make sure you have enough water, 
lighting, air, and personnel. Get help sooner than later.

 ·  Keep crews together and forbid freelancing.
 ·  Make sure everyone wears turnout gear & air packs.

FIREFIGHTERS
 ·  Know your gear, trucks, tools, common tactics, and 

jobs at structure fires. Wear your gear on the scene.
 ·  Make sure equipment is serviced and ready. This 

includes air packs, fans, generators, lighting.
 ·  Work safely on each scene. Slow down, think ahead, 

work within teams, and control “tunnel vision.”

RESPONDING TO STRUCTURE FIRES
 ·  No matter how bad the fire seems over the radio, 

please drive safely and with due regard. 
 ·  You cannot help anyone if you’re involved in a crash.
 ·  Keep the water supply in the back of your mind. 

Where can you grab a hydrant, or set up a drafting 
operation?

 ·  Don’t park too close, block other apparatus, or set up 
in a collapse zone or beneath power lines.

 ·  Make sure trucks won’t roll away and use three points 
of contact to enter and exit trucks.

KNOW THE THREE FIRE DEPARTMENT DIRECTIVES
 ·  Life safety: firefighters will safely & immediately act to 

protect, rescue, and remove people from danger.
 ·  Incident stabilization: understand the situation and 

bring the incident under control.
 ·  Property conservation: when people and responders 

are safe and the incident is under control, firefighters 
will work to stop further property damage and loss.

WHEN ARRIVING ON THE SCENE
 ·  Gear everyone up. Don’t fight fires without personal 

protective equipment and air packs.
 ·  Size up the fire. Determine life safety threats and 

create a game plan for bringing the event under 
control. In plain language, let dispatch and other 
responders know what you’re seeing and doing.

 ·  Don’t put anyone in danger fighting a lost cause. Use 
heavy streams and external firefighting tactics on 
structure fires that are already lost, or when there’s no 
evidence of trapped occupants.

 ·  Keep track of everyone. Freelancing and working 
alone could create a lost firefighter emergency.

 ·  Pull lines appropriate for the fire. Large, “flames 
showing” fires require heavy-caliber water streams. 
Get big water on the fire.

 ·  Heavy-caliber streams require a substantial water 
supply. Call for extra tankers or have pumper crews 
connect to additional hydrants.

 ·  Make sure ladders are set up correctly. Avoid carrying 
too much up a ladder, prevent ladder tip over and 
kick-out and avoid striking power lines or overhead 
entrances by surveying the area.

 ·  When working on roofs or inside structures, survey 
the strength of roof trusses, rafters, and floor joists 
before beginning a task. Prevent falls through 
weakened building components.

FIRE DEPARTMENT TAILBOARD SAFETY TALK
Conduct a quick safety meeting with your crew! 

STRUCTURE FIRE SAFETY REVIEW 
Structure fires can be large or small. They can be as simple as a small fire inside a room or burning the entire roof 
off. They’re a farm, manufacturing, or residential buildings. Take time to review this document with your fire crew 
and discuss safety and extinguishment goals at structure fires. Discuss structures in your area that are “high risk”, 
like nursing homes, hospitals, or buildings that contain hazardous materials. Respond to and fight fires safely! 

Find more safety information at www.mem-ins.com

These advisory materials have been developed from national 
standards and sources believed to be reliable, however, no 
guarantee is made as to the sufficiency of the information 
contained in the material and the Firefighter Association of 
Missouri assumes no liability for its use. Advice about specific 
situations should be obtained from a safety professional. 
02/26/21 by MW

Practice pumping often. Know how to connect to hydrants or 
draft. Know how to get big water on the fire.



30 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  March - April 2021

AUXILIARY  MEETING MINUTES
January 31, 2020 • Sedalia, Missouri      Secretary/Treasurer Theresa Cox

The meeting was called to order by 
President Jessica Miller at 9:03 a.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jessica Miller, Norborne FD; Sheri 
Berendzen, Cole County Fire; Joni Fields, 
Paris Rural FD; Carissa Thompson, Holts 
Summit FPD; Ann Jones, Madison West 
Monroe FPD; Missy Erdle, Little Dixie FPD; 
Kathy Eggen, Johnson County; Theresa 
Cox, Wentzville FPD (via zoom).

Jessica Miller asked if  there were any 
changes, comments, or corrections for the 
December 6, meeting minutes. Carissa made 
a motion to accept the minutes as written, 
seconded by Missy, motion passed. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
Sheri reported the balance in our checking 
account is $4,450.45. Theresa Cox made 
a motion to accept the financial report, 
seconded by Joni Fields, motion passed. 
After the meeting, Jessica Miler and Missy 
Erdle will conduct the yearly audit on the 
financial books and report findings at the 
2021 convention. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MEMBERSHIP
We have received $195 in dues for 

membership so far and some today. Sheri 
indicated she is going to contact the depart-
ments or individuals who have not sent in 
dues to remind them they are due. Thank 
you to the members who have sent their 
dues in already. Auxiliary members may 
receive a copy of  the bi-monthly FFAM 
Newsletter, 1 copy per household. Members 
can contact President Jessica Miller if  they 
do not receive one. Her contact information 
is nfd325@yahoo.com.
 
CONVENTION
Due to COVID-19, Kearney is not able 
to host this years’ convention. Washington 
was attempting to see if  they could put it 
together but was not able to either. 

Grant Oetting 2nd Vice President joined 
our meeting. He reported the 2021 conven-
tion will be Sunday, May 2, at 9:00 a.m. 
in Sedalia, at the State Fair Fire House. 
It is a one-day meeting/convention only. 
Washington will host the 2022 convention. 

FUNDRAISING 
Due to the convention only being one day 
we will not focus on fundraising this year. 
 
MEDIA POLICY
Carissa is working on our Facebook page. 
Discussed the need to get a TV in the EMS 

bay area for our Digital Media (i.e.: Zoom) 
meetings. A TV large enough so the entire 
group can see the participants and the 
participants can see who is physically at 
the meeting. Joni made a motion for us to 
purchase a TV not to exceed $500, for the 
EMS bay area, pending the approval of  the 
State Fair Fire Department. Sheri Berendzen 
seconded, motion passed. Carissa discussed 
we will need to consider looking into a good 
speaker sound system next. 
 
AUXILIARY MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
With the new media system, we can virtu-
ally recognize an Auxiliary member or 
Department. 

POSTER CONTEST
The theme for this year is “Serve up Fire 
Safety for the Kitchen”. 

OLD BUSINESS
Sheri and Theresa will select a new bank 
that has Venmo or Zelle available as a 
service. These will be used for accepting 
payment for membership dues, at fund-
raisers, and such. And we will get a debit 
card to utilize as needed. We discussed the 
importance of  proper documentation. Need 
to keep all receipts, take notes description 
about the usage, etc., for auditing purposes.
 
NEW BUSINESS
We had a wonderful visit from State Fire 
Marshal Tim Bean. He thanked the Ladies 
Auxiliary for sponsorship at the stair climb at 
the state capitol. He said this year Saturday, 
September 11, is the 20th anniversary. 

They have so much planned, a parade, 
the reading of  3,000 names, a 5k run, a 
flyover, and more. Joni Fields suggested the 
Auxiliary have a float in the parade. Tim 
discussed Fire Fighters Day. He also shared 
information about the grant his department 
got and using it to go paperless.
 
Sheri stated it is important to remind the 
auxiliary members they can attend the 
bi-monthly meetings via the new media 
available, similar to zoom. All you need to 
do is let us know so we can set up the link. 

Carissa made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Joni Fields, motion 
passed. Meeting ended at 10:53 a.m.

SPONSOR A BRICK
ffam.org/memorial/museum/



Congratulations to the St Joseph Fire Department - St Joseph, MO 
on the delivery of an HME Ahrens-Fox Pumper on an HME 1871W 

custom cab.

STEVE BORTS
Sales Professional
Jamestown, MO

Steve@danko.net
(660) 730-2145

DA
NK

O E
ME

RG
EN

CY
 EQ

UI
PM

EN
T

Introducing Danko Emergency 
Equipment as the new 
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New Features Include: 
Enhanced Breathability & Communications
Expanded Heads-Up Display
Auto Air Saver
External “Buddy” Lights 
Recessed Heads-Up Display - Helps improve 

downward view through facepiece

Call Feld Fire for a demo of the new 3M Scott C5 Vision! 

3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece
withE-Z Flo C5 Regulator

The new face of firefighting
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